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Booklet Marriage Certificate No. 30 
Artistically Lithographed 
in Ten Colors. 


This tookiet is undoubtedly 
the most exquisite wedding 
souvenir that has been pro- 
duced. It contains 17 beauti- 
ful floral designs, marriage 
certificate, ges for auto- 
graphs, duties of husbands 
and wives, the home, ete, 
Every page is a gem in itself, 
containing in text and illus: 
tration that which is beauti- 
ful. Only $3.00 per dozen, 
Single copy, 40c. If desired, 
mss See print your picture in 


Bridal Rose Marriage ¢ Certificate No. 35 


This is the handsomest 
Sheet Certificate ever put 
on the market. Itis an or- 
namental scroll, with back- 
ground of drooping Bridal 

oses and white lilacs, The 
general tone of the back- 
ground isa delicate pinkish 4 . 
gray, blending into ten Bes Qaetion thal 
beautiful tones and shades. > 
The whole is a perfect har- * 
mony and very delicate, me rat ecbeareal 
The wedding bells at the eke 
top are surrounded with 
lies of the valley, violets, 
maiden hair fern, ete, Un- 
derneath the scroll is a 
scene of Ruth and Boaz. 
The sun is setting and the 
effect. is beautiful beyond 
description, $2.50 per dos, 

Single Copy, 25c. 

Mention this pub Tation and secure on nape A oe 
a dozen booklets or Bridal Rose, or both, for three days 
examination, If not satisfied in quality and price, return 
them postpaid, If kept over ten days they are yours, to be 
paid for in thirty days. We publish all kinds of certificates 

booklets, Souvenirs, Collection Envelopes, Directories, 
ata. Send for illustrated catalog. Address all orders to 


REV. I. M. BEAVER, Pub., - Reading, Pa. 


Individ alt 
Communion Service 


Prox List 
ALU DMANG M 


Write for tall partioula nd our handsome 
iMustrated Catalogne, PR 
INDIVIDU AT, COMMUNION SERVICE COMPANY 
LTOL-T7ON Chestnut Street 
Adress Dept. J Philadelphia 


{ 


S 


More conyenient 

and sanitary, and : 

add much impres- SENT FOR TRIAL 
siveness to the ceremony. Our service is of the very 
finest finish and offers the most complete, practical 
arrangements. "We introduced individual service, 
and supply over 4000 satisfied congregations. 
They never go back to any other service. 


List of usera on request, Send for free catalogue, 
Return outyit (our expense) tf not satigied ater trial, 


SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO., 48th St,, Rochester,N.Y. 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION CUPS 
Every church should use this cleanly method. 


“SELF COLLECTING" TRAYSAYES 
ONE FOURTH CosT of othersystems, Outht 
sent for FREE TRIAL. 5,000 churches use 


THOMAS COMMUNION SERVICE CO. BOX! S LIMA.OHIO. 


TOPICAL AND TEXTUAL INDEX AND FILE 
est, cheapest and simplest, without any doubt. . a6.2 sh a 
complete reference. No turning of cards or leaves. Rea 
stant use; no re-arrangement of books, Send for illustrated pad x 
and special offer, 


WILSON INDEX CO., 10 (Lovett St, LYNN, MASS, 


R, GEISSLER 


56, W. 8. St.. NEW YORK 
CHURCH FURNISHER 


STAINED GLASS 
MEMORIALS 


Are you interested in Second 
Hand Théological Books ? 


I issue about four catalogues a year, 
and if you will drop me a card, giv- 
ing your name, address, and if a 
clergyman, your denomination, 
I will gladly put you on 
my mailing list. 


Herbert A. Thayer 


Newtonville, Mass. 


SENO FOR SAMPLES 


a ok . WINDow... PLAIN 
«. Price's PAPER *8 
HY | Beny.D. & Max Cuas. Price 


ARCHITECTS 
Atvantic Hiont anos 
CATALOGUE Pret To Tose mTENONa To ByILo New densry 


es 


CLERGYMEN’S 
BATTLE ORIN G 


NE may order by mail fully confident of 
satisfaction in fashion, fabric, fit and fin- 
ish—and value. 


Because of the great volume of our busi- 
ness and close mill connections we can and 
do undersell all other good tailors (often as 
much as half) and meet ready-made on its 
own price ground. 


Suits and Overcoats to Order 
$15, $17.50, $20, $22.50, $25, $28.50, $31 


Clergymen receive a discount of 10% from 
our regular prices—the only discount we con- 
cede. And we pay express charges on pre- 
paid mail orders. 


Write today for samples, stylebook, clerical catalog, self- 


measurement blanks. You may be surprised with our values, the 
simplicity cf ordering by mail and the efficiency of our service. 


~ Fnglish Woolen Mills Co, 


Tailors and Woolen Merchants 
Mail Order Headquarters and General Executive Divisions 
416 to 422 SUPERIOR AVE., N. W., CLEVELAND, O. 


Branch Stores: Cincinnati, Dayton, Louisville, Detroit 


lil 


FOR EASTER GIFTS 
Every Home and every Sunday School should have them. 


Easter Supplies || FEPERRY 


SEND 10 Cts renee 
aot : “Wsize S4x8 
For FULL SAMPLE PACKET guinea nope 


iature Rnetrerone:* 4 a 
tures and a Color in 
CONTAIN ING Picture, 

Send 25 cents for 25 on 
Life of Christ, or 25 Easter 


Two Services, “Glorious Easter en Co eee 


and “Jesus Lives.’’ Also our Illus- of 25 for, children. cen 

trated Circular of Easter Collection Been in 

Helps, besides our 112 page TNE PERRY 
pee PICTURES COMPANY 


Caster Catalogue Freie cs 
giving prices and full descriptions of ; SS Print Your Own 


our immense stock of Easter Cards, 

Booklets, Hangers, Novelties, Cards, Circulars, Book, 

Souvenirs, also Bibles, Book- pewecnenn Press $5, Larger size $18, 
. p Saves you money, so big profits 

marks and innumerable Sunday » printing for others, Type setting easy, 


School Supplies. ager wigs ph Wontnaea 
Our Easter Catalogue Alone, FREE 


MacCalla & Company, Inc., PIPE TONE ORGAN] 
250 Dock St. PHILADELPHIA 7 aes | PIPE TONE ORGAN 


THE PRESS CO., Meriden, Conn, 
The best in the world, warranted 
1S years, Or & new organ to ex- 
change for your old one in five 
¥ yoars FE RER, It pays to buy one of 
WHITB’S FOLDING ORGANS, 
MW) Wo are responsible, wo own our factory, 
HW write today Sor peti lara and Later 


SM, ote low, TK MFQ, CO, 
a7 Te sensed “Ave. - Chlenwen 


PROVED THE BEST 
THE FAMOUS BILHORN FOLD- 
ING ORGANS now girdle the Wor!d 

The Atlantic Battle Fleet with the Gov- 


B ernment’s inforcement carries 16 on her decks, STEREOPTICONS 


We now build the Champion, the Mon- ~ FREE, JUSTOUT. A MONEY SAVER, 
arch, the Telescope and the Portable. ; “Practioal Pointers for Prospective Pure 
In leatherette and cak case finish. Prices ~— chasers of Ploture Projection Paraphers 
ranging from $15.00 to $120.00. } me | malin’. Gives in a clear and conolse form 


exactly ye Information you wish to know: 
concerning lanterns, Hehe, lenses, ion 


burners and Caan VALUES. A p sta 
will bring “‘resul 
Me poe lantern Slide & Lecture Bureau, 
YMCA gL LMA Big, | 153 La Salle St, Chicago, th, 
© 1 Sictiemcaenittes ts Mebcaaiec ee | Nok 


Send for free descriptive circular 
BILHORN BROS., 152 Lake St., CHICAGO, ILL. 


PREACHERS! Do You Know That 


Gan benasiiy iaeatela Dalles DON’T | WEAR A TRUSS — 
GROWING MUSHROOMS . 


I have shown many how to add from 
$5 to $60 per week to their income 
without interference with regular du- 
ties. Mushrooms can be grown almost 
anywhere in sheds, old barns or the 
cellar of your home and sell at from 
h0e to $1.00 per pound, No experience 
is needed. I have been growing mush- 
rooms for 12 years for my bread and 
butter and will give, any preacher prac- 
tical instructions, that can be depend- 


Brooks’ Appliance is a new solen i 
tiflo diseovery with automatic alr 7 
cushions that draw the broken parts b 
together and binds them as you would 
abroken limb, Lt absolutely holds 
firmly and oomfortably and nover 
slips, always light and ooo! and con. 
forma to every movement of the body 
without obating or hurting, L make 
it to your measure and send it to you 
on & strict guarantee of Batia- 
faction or money refunded and 
T have put my price #0 low that 
pry body. rich or poor, can buy 

Remember, I make it to your 
cae send [t to you=you wear it 
~and if it doesn’t satisfy you, you 


ed upon. Just send me your name and / i) bend it baok 16 ma gud J will re- 
» ‘ass { rf se 0st paid mv fund your money, no banks or any reaponsible oltiven in 
address and I w “i nd 1 pa + Vv Marshall will tell youthat ta the way te business -alwayr 
free book and full particulars, 4 hs absolutely on the square and - have sold to thousands of 
Jackson, Jackson Mushroom I¢ ar m, $212 people this way Cor the past five years, Remember, I ase ne 


. < salves, no harness, no lies, no fakes, | jast give you 4 straight 
N, Western Ave, Chicago, Il, busindas doalat a roasouable price. 


C E. Brooks, 9234 Brooks Bldg., Marshall, Mich, 


YOU CAN AFFORD to have a new Song Book in your Church or Sunday 
School, and one for every person, when you can get 

“Familiar Songs of the Gospel” for $3.00 for 100 Words and music, 83 very best songs, 

Sample copy 5 cents. E. A. K. HACKETT, 102 North Wayne St., Fort Wayne, Ind. 
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JUST PUBLISHED 


GO- 
TO- 
BE 


STORIES 
By Lettice Bell 


Mrs. Bell's previous 
yolumé, “ TABERN A- 
OLe TALKS with Liv- 
TLE ProrLe,” has 
been so much appre- 
ciated that this series of 
stories will be heartily 
welcomed, Seven 
Scripture narratives 
are here related in a 
style which is sure to 
captivate the children ; 
and each narrative is 
accompanied by a true 
story, which may be 
called a modern paral- 
lel, Seven half-tone il- 
justrations embellish 
the volume, and spaces 
are left against the Bi- 
blereferences through- 
out the book for the 
children to fill in the 
verses of the chapters 
referred to, 


GO- 
TO- 


BED 
STORIES 


Dr. Campbell Mor- 
gan says of (/o-lo- Hed 
Stories; —'*The utle of 
this book isa delusion 
and a snare, Having 
completed a peat 
day's work, 1 took it 
up, and it. said, ‘Go-to- 
Bed Stories.’ I com- 
menced to look at it, 
with the result that I 
did not go to bed until 
I had read the whole of 
it! God has given the 
authorese a most re- 
markable aptitude for 
teaching children, 
This, I think, is proved 
by the fascination any- 
thing she writes has for 
those who have pat 
away childish things, 
but who in the meas- 
ure in which they ful- 
fil the larger life are 
still of the child-spirit. 


170 s. 7 Tlustra- 
Seeae "Feies, $1.00, net 


GOSPEL PUBLISHING HOUSE ox. sass, manger) 


Books Worth While for Christian Workers 


Just Out 


Life in the Word |__8y PHILIP MAURO 


Author of “ The World and Its God,” “ Man's Day.” Wluminating chapters on The Jncar- 
nate and Written Word—The Perennial Freshness of the Bible—Science and the Bible. The Trans- 


latability of the Bible, etc., etc. Cloth. Net, 50 Cents. 

Tabernacle Talks with rite peopie |__8y LETTICE BELL 
Introduction by Bishop Moule. Just the book to interest children in the typology of the Bible. 

Contains eight outline illustrations of the tabernacle for coloring. Cloth. Net, 50 cents. 


Through Eye-Gate to Heart-Gate _ |Compiledbytiy PICKERING 


Second edition. 100 original object lessons tor Sunday-schools, Street Meetings, Evangelistic 


Talks, etc. Marion Lawrence writes: ‘‘It is areal mine of suggestion. . . most valuable to those 
preparing talks for old and young.” Cloth. Net, 50 cents. 


Bright Beams from the Blackboard |compiteaby Hy PICKERING 


Companion yolume to ‘Through Eye-gate to Heart-gate.” 100 original chalk talks on Gospel 
themes. Cloth. Net, 50 cents 


An Irish Saint The Life Story of Holy Ann { By HELEN E. BINGHAM 


An uneducated Irish woman, so truly trusting in God, that her-life was used asa stimulus to 
faith in God and His word, is a record which is as remarkable as itis scarce. Public officials and 
eminent Christians acted as pal] bearers at her funeral—testifying to her worth. Cloth. Net, 50 cents. 


The Greatest Theme in the 
World | By F. E. MARSH 


Eleven convincing and illuminating chapters on The 
Atonement: God and Christ’s Atonement—Sin and 
Christ's Atonement—Etc., Etc. Net, 75 cents. 


Christian Sanity 
| By Dr. A. T. SCHOFIELD 


(Author of The Unconscious Mind.) With a pre- 
face by Bishop Mou xy, of Durham. An important 
book at the present time. The author, one of England's , 
leading authorities on brain and nerve diseases, and 
an earnest Christian, writes with authority: We heartily 
commend this work to preachers and Christian workers § 
generally. Cloth Net, $1.00. 


500 Bible Readings (Fourth Edition) 


By F. E. MARSH 


JUST PUBLISHED / { 


A Wonderful Bible for the English- 
Speaking World, with Many New 
and Striking Features 


The Scofield 
Reference Bible 


Edited by Dr. C. I. SCOFIELD 


With a New System of Connected Topical 
References to all the Greater Themes of 
Scripture, Revised Marginal Renderings. 
Summaries, Definitions, to which are addec 
Helps at Hard Places, Explanations of Seem- 
ing Discrepancies, and a New System of 
Paragraphs. Prices $2 to $10. Send for 
eight-page descriptive circular and special 
discount to Christian workers. 
penne acne 


ei 
This work will be found very valuable for preachers and Christian workers, and will provide sug- 
gestions for many a prayer-meeting talk or Sunday discourse. Cloth. Net, $1.00. 


The Patmos Letters - [By Dr. J. L. CAMPBELL 


This is an admirable popular exposition of the first three chapters of the Book of Revelation. 
They show wide reading ind travel and-good thinking, and are without those fads and fancies which 
usually lessen the value of books by men who feel impelled to conyert the world to their views of 
the wnysterious Apocalypse. Good photographs of the present conditions at the seats of the ancient 
Seven Churches add interest.—/V. Y. Observer. Cloth. Net, $1.25, 


The Making of a Sermon |__By Dr. A. T. PIERSON 


The Northwestern Christian Advocate says: ‘‘Dr. Arthur T. Pierzon’s ‘The Making of a Ser- 
mon’ deals with the art of sermonizing in a thoroughly practical way. It opens, for instance, with a 
suggestive aac oe) on the art of Bible study, which, of course, must always be the basis of the 
preacher’s work. Then comes a series of studies in texts and themes, in which a sufficient variety 
of analyses is given to cover every possible form of Scripture presentation. Cloth. Net, $1.50. 


Pearls, Points and Parables [___®» FE. MARSH 


The plan of this volume is to give a title as a foundation, then a text as a door of entrance to the 
subject, then an incident as suggesting the outline of the house of thought, then a Bible Reading as 
separate rooms to visit, then a pear! of thought as unfolding the view to be seen by the ontlooker. 

Cioth. Net, $1.50. 


The Bible and Spiritual Life * By Dr. A. T. PIERSON 


(Third printing. containing a recent photograph of the author.) Published Jess than a year ago, a 
third printing is called for, demonstrating that this work supplies a felt want. Chapters on the Bible 
as God's Book. The Bibleas Man's Book, The Problem of the Family. The Unseen World of Spirits. 
The Problem of Faith. The Problem of Suffering. Illustrated by 12 charts. Cloth. Net, $1.50. 

Our Complete Book Catalog Sent on Request 


54 West Twenty-second Street, New York 


Easter Music and Collecting Devices 


FOR THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 


THE OPENED PORTAL THE GLORIOUS DAWN 
By LEHMAN, POST and others 
PRICE $4.00 per 100 $4.25 Postpaid 


| 12 


SEND FOR FREE SAMPLES NEW LENTEN WEEKLY OFFERING 
ENVELOPE (See Cut), APPROPRIATE DESIGN, PROMOTES SELF-DE- 
NIAL. OFFERING, Size 34% by 5% inches, PRINTED IN PURPLE, made of 
strong Manila Paper with slot, PRICE $1 PER 100, SPECIAL PRICE ON 
QUANTITY. OTHER COLLECTING ENVELOPES, Price as above. DAILY 
LENTEN, EASTER OFFERING GLEANER, EASTER RABBIT, EGG, 
BUTTERFLY, BELL, EASTER CHICK and OTHERS. 


FREE CATALOG, EASTER CARDS, NOVELTIES, SOUVENIRS 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS, 228 N.15 St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


RETURNABLE SERVICES OF ALL PUBLISHERS 
SENT ON REQUEST. 


Jevten Weekly Ottering} bvelope 
W™ 


Name 


AspWednesday _FaurlSundayfplent 
First Quodayfolent —fitth Sanclay Jolent 
Second Supday}pfeot falmupday 


[pd Sunday Jolewt [aster Dapday 


Each time you contribute mark 
your offering after the day. 
Enter total amount HERE........... 


0 
SOLE MFGRS. Ney, 


Durnin. REEVES 2 
——) PITTSBURG, .PA. 


| O-NQDERNDUPL Ic 
EER UcAToR 


TRADE MARK 


OWN AND USI 


toral Letters, 


etc. 


nl 


— ——— 
—" 


Negative or Original, 
day, if desired. 


- = = = ’ The **Modern” Duplicator-Printer is made of a metal case, 

= with lid hinged on, and is finished inside and outside in a 
nnn beautiful Antique Oak design, with gold and Black Letters 
and Trimmings, and is filled with a duplicat- 
ing Composition, which resembles putty im ap- 
pearance, and is wonderful as a duplicating 


THE’ “MODERN” DUPLICATOR 


CONTAINS NO GLUE OR GELATINE 


composition, 


1. Note size, 64 x 10 inches 


No. No. 3. 
No. 2. Letter size, 9x 12 inches............+ 0.05 


4.50 No, 4. 


operating (it is so simple a child can operate it.) 
We will be giad to receive your order. 


M. B. DURKIN, REEVES & CO., Manufacturers, 


iN 
s | 

| \ 
(iy 


Ni 


[0 DAYS FREE TRIA 


ten days free trial from theda 


to us at our expense for freight and you will ot 


Save you 10 to $25 mi 


M3 be closed out at once, at $3 


| TIRES, COASTER BRAKES 


each 
single 


$8 
’ 


__THE NEW IMPROVED 
“MODERN” DUPLICATOR-Printer 


is a machine chat EVERY MINISTER SHOULD 
m. It wi 


MONEY and PRINTERS BILLS, and afford you a 
means at any and all times of duplicating or printing 
Imitation Typewritten or Pen W 
Musie, 
Service, Lessons, Programmes, Invitations, Notices, 
When you want # quantity of letters or anything, you 
simply write or draw one—the original—with pen and tink, 
pencil or typewriter using copying ink or copying typewriter 
ribbon, and put that one on the machine, written side down 
allow it toremain there a few minutes, then remove it and 
from the duplicate negative or copy left on Duplicating Sur- 
face, you can print from 50 to 75 Duplicate Copies, as desired, 
by placing blank sheets of paper, one at atime, on Duplicator, 
Tt requires only a few seconds to print each duplicate copy, 
After you are through, clean the Duplicating Surface with 
a sponge dampened in cold water and machine is again ready 
for use for the same thing again, or for an entirely different 
Tt can be used 100 ditferent times each 


ULLY GUARANTEED 


THE “MODERN” IS MADE IN FOUR REGULAR SIZES AS FOLLOWS: 

$3.00 GCap alive) 06 15 Wmchieha ck. idescc sats co chaaene $6.00 
Folio size, 12 x 18 inches..........ccccceccekncvee 7.00 
‘These prices include two bottles of copying ink (any colors), Leveler, Sponge ang full and complete Directions for 


Or if you prefer, we will send you descriptive booklet. 


339 Fifth Avenue, Pittsburg, Pa. 


z emen’s profit on every bicycle—highest | 
Puncture-Proof tires, Imported Rollerchains, pedals, etc., at prices no higher than cheap mail 
order bicycles; also reliable medium grade models at unheard of low prices. 


SECOND HAND BICYCLES~—a limited number taken in trade b 


will save you TIME, LABOR, 


ritten Letters, Pas. 


Maps, Drawings, Orders of 


We will ship you a 
“RANGER” BICYCLE 
on approval, freight 


prepaid to any place in the United States without a cent deposit in advance, and allow 
you receive it. If it does not suit youinevery way and 
is not all or more than we claim for it and a better bicycle than you can get anywhere else 
regardless of price, or if for any reason whatever you do not wish to keepit, ship it back 
be out one cent, 


LOW FACTORY PRICES Ws sal ord highest fas hg hth direct from factory 


an any other house. We 
rade models with 


BX ) Ie in each town and district to ride and exhibit a sample 
jon a he eZ a RIDER AGENTS WANTE 1909 Ranger Bicycle furnished by us. You will be 
Dy? if al |) astonished at the wonderfully low prices and the liberal propositions and special offers we will 
Nowe i\\ give on the first1g09 sample going to your town. Write at once for our special afer. 
) 1 {| NOT BUY a bicycle ora pair of tires from anyone at any Price until you receive our catalogue 
Wiss and learn our low prices and liberal terms. BICYCLE DEALERS: you can sell our bicycles under 
* your own name plate at double our prices. Orders filled the day received, 


our Chicago retall stores will 


+ Descriptive bargain list mailed free. 

wheels, inner tubes, lamps, cyclometers, parts, repairs and 

everything in the bicycle Ine at half the usual 
NOT WAIT but write today for our Large Catalog beautifully illustrated and containing a great fun 

esting matter and usefulinformation, It only costs a postal to get everything. Write it now. 


prices. 
of lates 


MEAD CYCLE COMPANY, Dept. 250 CHICAGO, ILL. 
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It was for Communion purposes that 


Welch's Grape Juice 


was first made. It still best serves this purpose because 


the absolute purity essential to such use is as carefully 


safeguarded now as then. 


If your dealer doesn't keep Welch's, send $3.00 for trial 
dozen pints, express prepaid east of Omaha. Literature 
free, Sample 8-oz bottle, by mail, 10 cents. 


The Welch Grape Juice Company 


WESTFIELD, NEW YORK’ 


JUST PUBLISHED! 


THE SCOFIELD 
REFERENCE BIBLE 


With a new system of connected topical references to all the 
greater themes of Scripture, with annotations, revised marginal 
renderings, summaries, definitions, and index, to which are 
added helps at hard places, explanations of seeming discrepan- 
cies, and a new system of paragraphs. 
Edited by REV. C. I. SCOFIELD, D.D. 

with the asststance of many of the most 

eminent scholars and divines. 


BREVIER 8vo, BLACK FACE TYPE 
Size 8x5'o inches 


Oxford White saa’ Edition 


“« The 


Now 


Reference | ap ee 
Bible ( ‘Oxford India Paper Edition 


Only one inch thick 
78x—Alaskn seal, limp... ww. ee eee $6.50 


an ~Alaska seal, divinity cirenit .. 0... 7.00 
~Real morocco, divinity circuit . 2... 8.00 
88x—Sealskin, divinity OWGuIe yes 4 10,00 


Sold by all Booksellers 


A full descriptive circular and specimen pages will be sent to any address 
on request. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
AMERICAN BRANCH: 35 West 32nd Street, NEW YORK 


—_—  ————— 
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Che Clergqyman’s Problem 


LERGYMEN in all parts of the 

country have availed themselves of the 
convenience and safety afforded by The 
Citizens Savings & Trust Company's system 
of banking by mail at 4% interest, compound- 
ed twice a year. 


@_ A savings account with this old established 

savings bank will solve the problem which 
faces every clergyman—that of making ad- 
equate provision for his family after he has 
retired from the active work of the ministry. 
It provides the most economical method of 
assuring a permanent income in the future, 
as it entails no expense and does not depre- 
ciate, but yields a stated net interest rate, the 
principal being constantly at the command of 
the depositor when necessity requires its 
withdrawal. 


@A request for our free illustrated booklet 
“X”’ carries with it no obligation to open an 
account. All we ask is the opportunity of 
explaining clearly why your savings should 
earn 4%—the rate paid by all the savings 
banks in Clevland for the past 65 years—and 
why your money will be absolutely safe, if 
sent by mail to this institution,—the oldest 
and largest of its kind in Ohio, with assets of 
over Forty-two Million Dollars. 


Che Citizens 


Sabinas & Trust Co. 
Cleveland, Pate ee eee 
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The Expositor 


[Copyrighted 1909 by F. M. Barton] 


Current Anecdotes 


Volume X 


= 


MARCH, 1909 


Number 6 


METHODS OF 


CHURCH WORK 


E. A. KING, EDITOR, NO. YAKIMA, WASH. 


THE SUCCESSFUL CHURCH. 
WASHINGTON GLADDEN. 


If by means of its ministrations the com- 
munity about the church is steadily becoming 
more Christian; if kindness, sympathy, purity, 
justice, good-will, are increasing in their power 
over the lives of men; if business methods are 
becoming less rapacious; if employers and em- 
ployed are more and more inclined to be 
friends rather than foes; if politicians are 
growing conscientious and unselfish; if ene- 
mies of society are in retreat before the forces 
of decency and order; if amusements are be- 
coming purer and more rational; if polite so- 

_ciety is getting to be simpler in its tastes and 
less ostentatious in its manners and less ex- 
travagant in its expenditures; if poverty and 
crime are diminishing; if parents are becom- 
ing more wise and firm in the administration 
of their sacred trust, and children are more 
loyal and affectionate to their parents—ii such 
fruits as these are visible on every side, then 
there is reason to believe that the church 
knows its business and is prosecuting it with 
efficiency. If none of these effects are seen in 
the life of the community, the evidence is 

: clear that the church is neglecting its business, 
and that failure must be written across its 
record. 


EASTER. 


Of all the seasons of the year in church life 
Easter ought to be the brightest, the best, and 
the most inspiring. It is the day when the 
breath of spring is felt, when the life of nature 
is expressing itself after a winter of death 

The church, the preacher, everybody should 
reflect this stirring of energy, and this joy oi 
life. It is God working through nature and 
men, for men also feel the stimulation of 
spring. 

Faster should be a day of flowers, of bright 
and glad music, of optimistic sermons, and all 
sorts of helpful and interesting things. 

It may be made a glad day financially as 
well as spiritually, and no harm may come of 
it. Money is necessarily a medium of expres- 
sion as well as a medium of exchange. People 
put money into those things in which they are 

_ interested. 

If people are glad let them give. Let the 

children give. Plan largely for a great rally 


in every department, send letters and attractive 
literature-to every home in the parish Lay 
large plans and make Easter a day never to 
be forgotten. 

Easter day is a fine time to have a large 
class of young people join the church. Young 
life is at its best at Easter time. It is spring, 
and young people easily catch the spirit of 
spring. The religious impulse is easily 
awakened at this season of the year. The 
wise preacher takes advantage of all such op- 
portunities. ? 


MEMORIAL FLOWERS. 


One of the most helpful and inspixing Easter 
customs is that of decorating the church with 
memorial flowers. The pastor announces, 2 
few weeks ahead, that the floral society or 
committee desires all members of the parish 
to bring flowers to the church for Easter 
decoration. Special emphasis is laid on the 
fact that flowers at this time are desired m 
memory of families who have died during the 
past year, or former years. 

After the service is over the flowers may be 
taken by the donors to the sick, to the céme- 
tery, or to one’s home. The cusiom wherever 
tried has been continued. Ti is one of the 
most satisfying events of Easter Sunday. 


CHRISTIAN LITERATURE AT EASTER 
TIME. 


A large amount of good may be done and 
much comfort and sympathy imparted af 
Easter time by a thoughtful distribution of 
books and pamphiets. 

The pastor may examine his “funeral Est” 
and note the number of deaths durmg his 
pastorate, and in some way let each family 
understand that he remembers them and sym- 
pathizes with them. 

This may be done either by writing a let- 
ter to each one, or by sending some small 
booklet, card, or printed sermon, bearing on 
the subject of immortality, the resurrection, 
or some kindred theme. 

In 2 small parish the writing of a letter 
is probably the best thing to do, but in 2 large 
parish, this would be quite impossible, unless 
a circular letter was used, and this is han 
the thing to do under such cr . 


200 prints of front cover with 200 words advertising special services for $3.5. Addiienal bundreds Sc cack 
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Where it is possible such pamphlets as 
Washington Gladden’s “The Practice of. Im- 
mortality” (Pilgrim Press, Boston and Chi- 
cago, 35c net) may be distributed. Rev. Paul 
Revere Frothingham’s printed sermon, “The 
Power of an Endless Life” (published at 25 
Beacon St., Boston, Mass., tract No, 203) is 


very good and helpful. Philip Moxom’s “The ~ 


Argument for Immortality” is good for ma- 
ture minds. Lyman Abbott’s book, “The Other 
Room,” is .very helpful and comforting. It 
can now be had in a cheap edition at 50c, 
published by Corsset & Dunlap, New York. 
His “The Great Companion,” by the same pub- 
lisher and at the same price is also suitable. 

Too much attention cannot be paid to this 
kind of work. There ought to be in every 
church a society or a committee on literature 
to work with the pastor. There should be 
a “literature fund” and a plentiful supply of 
all kinds of good literature should be on hand 
for comforting ministration. 


THE EASTER OFFERING. 


Easter is in many churches a time for a 
special offering to the current expenses of 
the organization. A letter is sent out by the 
pastor to every person likely to make an of- 
fering. This letter may. be simply a circular, 
copied on the mimeograph or neostyle, or it 
may be elaborately printed in the form of a 
folder or booklet. i 

The first call for an offering may be an or- 
dinary letter. The second year it should be a 
little more elaborate. The third year it should 
be really very attractive. Almost any method 
becomes old, and needs something to brighten 
it up and win the attention of the people anew. 

The following folder was used by the 
writer last Easter with good results: 


Passion Week Services. 


April 19, 1908. 


Wrowesoay Evexinc, Aran 15th, 


Trowsoay Evening, A) 
(Te Leeds Saget. cnet + enpevtes? Dear Friend 


The cost was only $7.50, and the amount 
received was large. With it was sent an 
envelope like this, 


30 Cents per 100 


WESTMINSTER PRESS 
Witherspoon Bldg. PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


* OR THIS BY 
GOODENOUGH & WAGLOM 
120 Wassau St. NEW YORK 


which was placed, when filled, in the regular 
church collection plates. 

Such an offering is an extra one, and the 
money thus received is so much real gain. 
The people are glad to respond at this time of 
the year and do not miss their gifts. They 
are really pleased to have this way of re- 
sponding, 


EASTER MEDITATION 


EASTER SUNDAY, 
APRIL 19h, 
PAM 
Basten Stanos. 
Recerrion oF New Minnees. 
Mesomas Flrowees 

(Sams Manes te 4 heared Saterday + 

200 FM, 


Easrex Seawice roa Exe Connanoner 
No ILK T 


“Christ Is Risen!” 


For the fifth year | am sending you 
this Easter Message 

It is our custom to make af offer- 
ing to the church at this time. and this 
year we need $900.00. 

The amount can be easily realited 
Mf cach peron to whom this message is 
sent will give not less than $2.00: 

There are a lew perhaps who cannot 
five as much a5 $2.00. so It will be nec: 
easary for those who can to give $3.00, 
$5.00 or $10.00 each, 

1 dovmet wiah our Easter 10 be one 
chietly noted for a large offering. though 
we rend the money: but | am hoping 
thar our Easter may be one of joy and 
comfort Plan to be at church. send 
Nowers. and make it a great day lor 


1 geve My life for thee. 
My precious blood | shed 
That thou might’st ransomed be 
| And quickened (rom lhe dead: 
J gave. | gave My life for thee 
‘What hast thou given for Me? 


My father's house of Hight 
My glory cirched throne, 

1 belt for eartnly night 

For whnd'rings sad and lone, 
Heft, bhatt ie all for thee 
Hast thew helt ought tor Me? 


And | have brought to shee, 

Down trom My heme adore. 

Salvation full and tree 

My pardce asd My lowe. 

1 being I bring rich gifts to thew. 

‘What hast thou brought to Me? 
—Prewese R Maveigek 


ee 


THE TITHING CROSS. 
This device for an Easter offering has been 


used for years with much success, It is at- 
tractive and a favorite with the children. 
They can be purchased of The | Christian 


Finance Association, No, 2 Maiden Lane, New 
York City, 


PASSION WEEK SERVICES. 


We know of no better or more valuable 
religious work at Easter time than the pas- 
sion week services so universally the cus- 
tom, Any kind of a series of religious mect- 
ings preceding Easter would be better than 
none, but there are some that are better than 
others, 

There are certain plans necessary and these 
should be launched early enough to attract 
the attention of the church and the com- 
munity, 

After the dates are settled the substance 
of the thought of the meetings may be con- 
sidered. In some churches a little volume en- 
titled “His Last Week” is used as a sort of 
text book for both pastor and people, It is 
the story of the passion and resurrection of 
Jesus in the words of the four gospels. 

It was originally prepared by William E. 
Barton, Theodore G. Soares and Sydney 
Strong for use in churches at Oak Park, IIli- 
nois. It has become a very valuable book for 
Holy Week services all over the country. It 
is often purchased by pastors in quantities 
and sold to members of the congregation at 
five or ten cents each, 

In this way the people themselves may read 
the story anew, and catch its spirit. It is 
published by the Hope Publishing Company, 
228 Wabash Avenue, Chicago, and 27 East 
Twenty-second St, New York, 

The little hook may he used at each meet- 
ing for responsive readings or for the Scrip- 
ture reading lesson in addition to other parts 
of a program, but in many. cases the book is 
used exclusively. 

lor example, aside from the appropriate 
music and the prayers, some pastors simply 
read that part of the story of Passion Week 
which covers the incidents of one day, 

On Sunday, for the Scripture lesson at the 
morning service, that is Palm Sunday, he 
reads the story of the “Triumphal Entry.” 
On Monday evening he reads the recorded 
events of that day, on Tuesday the events of 
Tuesday, and so on without comment, The 
people go to their homes thinking about these 


great facts rather than about what the 
preacher has said. 

As there is no record of what happened 
on Wednesday, a sermon could be preached 
that evening. On Thursday evening the 
Lord’s Supper may be administered with 
great profit and spiritual power. 

In this way the people are led from day 
to day throught the events of Passion Week 
on up to the glorious Easter day, and when 
they assemble in their church on the bright 
Easter day, they know how to appreciate it, 
and they feel its religious significance as they 
may have never felt it before. 

The advertising in connection with these 
services is very important. The theme is so 
vital and sacred that whatever is said of it 
must be dignified and religious. The follow- 
ing card was used with great success. It 
not only announces the meetings, but it gives 
a program that may be easily comprehended. 

In this particular series there were five 
short addresses in addition to the reading 
from “His Last Week.” On the reverse side 
of the card was an announcement of a series 
of Sunday night sermons for the month pre- 
ceding Easter. Thus the whole thought for a 
month was devoted to the thoughts that go 
to make Easter the great and glorious day 
that it is, 


Passion Week — 


Services 


Congregational Church 


MARCH 24. 


PALM SUNDAY 


1030 aM 


Sermon and Appropriate 
usic. 


WEEK-NIGHT SERVICES 


LECTURE ROOM 
7 30 O'CLOCK 


PASSION 


1. MONDAY.. 
WEEK The Mission of Jesus. 
1906 IL TUESDAY. 


His Successes. 
I, WEDNESDAY... 
His Spiritual Isolation, 


IV. THURSDAY-~ 
MEETING IN THE AUDTORIUM 


“Remember Jesus Christ’” 


SPECIAL SERVICES 
PASSION WEEK 


Evekvyone ts Eaknesrey eee 
Inviveo TO THINK AND Pray THE LORD'S SUPPER 
cties Vv. GOOD FRIDAY! 
REV ERNEST BOURNER ALLEN * St Re 
MINISTE 
Aprit: 9—The Intrusion of the 
Unworthy 
Matthew 21/12916 
Aerit 10—Carsar's Christians 
Mark 12:14:17 
Avrit ll—The Silences of Life 
Matthew 21.17 
Arait Y2—The Master's Guest- 
amber 
Luke 22:7.13 
[Preparatory Prayer Service} 
Avail 13—The Cross 
(Good Friday! 


EASTER MORNING 
MARCH 3}, 10:30 

Easter Music. 

Sermon. 

Reception of New Members. 


Memorial flowers should be sent 
tp the church Saturday 
afternoon. 


GOOD MUSIC 


All these Services Open with 
Seng ot 7.30 P.M. in 


The Wasnincron Sraeer 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
There will be Special Music 


In all of this preparation for Easter the 
thought of the “Easter Offering” may find 
its place as well as work and council to young 
Christians, and the seeking of converts and 
recruits for church membership. 
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SOME EXCELLENT SUGGESTIONS 
FROM “THE PILGRIM TEACHER.” 
A GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE, 


There can be no true perspective Easter 
without the cross prominently in the back- 
ground. A most impressive service was at- 
ranged a few years ago by the Normal Bible 
class in Berkeley Temple, Boston. 

It was given there on Palm Sunday, but 
is far more effective if used on Good Friday. 
About the room were ‘placed large photo- 
graphs from the best pictures representing 
our Lord’s passion. The effect as one entered 
the room was remarkable. A hush fell upon 
the spirit. No one cared to chat with his 
neighbor. Each quietly took his seat and 
looked thoughtfully at the photographs. The 
leader then asked all to bow their heads in 
silent prayer, 

After this the story of the crucifixion was 
read, without note or comment, by one pre- 
viously chosen for the purpose. At intervals 
a slight pause was made, and’a member of 
the choir sang a verse or two of some ap- 
propriate hymn. For instance, after the .pas- 
sage describing the agony in the garden, the 
reader waited a moment andthe words, 

“*Tis midnight and on Olive’s brow,” 
sting very softly, broke the silence. Thus 
the reading and singing alternated for an 
hour. Finally, while heads were again bowed, 
the singer's voice melted all hearts with the 
hymn, 


“T gave my life for thee, 
What has thou done for me?” 


A brief prayer by the leader closed the serv- 
ice. Until he makes the experiment one can- 
not realize how profoundly impressive is the 
Gospel account of the crucifixion when read 
simply and .reverently. 


THE EASTER STORY IN ART. 


Some Sunday Schools make use of stereop- 
ticon views to teach the Easter lesson.. When 
this is done the pictures should be carefully 
chosen by a competent committee. Instead 
of having one person describe the different 
views as they appear on the screen, it is a 
good plan to select the best readers from 
among the boys and girls, and let them take 
turns in reading the Scripture passage which 
furnishes the theme for the artist. “An emi- 
nent,modern writer places pictures above ser- 
mons in their power to move the minds of 
the people. 

If there are no general exercises by the 
school on Faster Sunday, each teacher can 
use the Perry pictures in the class to great 
advantage. Many teachers are helping their 
pupils to make an illustrated New Testament, 
by inserting these inexpensive pictures between 
the leaves, at the places where they belong. 

THE LOVE WATCH, 

This is the title of a remarkable story pub- 
lished as a small book by The Pilgrim Press. 
It is written by Rev, William Allen Knight, 
whose name-has recently become familiar to 
thousands of Sunday School teachers through 
his leaflet, “The Song of Our Syrian Guest,” 
which throws a flood of new light ‘on the 


twenty-third Psalm. “The Love Watch” is a 
picture of Martha, Mary and Lazarus during 
the last Thursday of our Lord’s earthly life. 
The reading of this story furnishes a beau- 
tiful introduction to Passion Week. 


THE USE OF ART AT EASTER-TIME. 


No one can measure the influence of a re- 
ligious picture. Protestants, as a rule, have 
lost a great deal because they banished _pic- 
tures and statues from their churches. Of 
course, we do not advocate the old plan, or 
the present plan, of the Catholic churches. 
It is’ nevertheless true that we have lost 
much of reverence and devotion on account 
of our hatred of “idolatrous images!” 


In the Protestant churches and cathedrals 
of Europe much more is made of decoration, 
ornamentation and memorials. In the old St. 
Giles church at Edinburg, once the center of 
John Knox’s influence, there are many sugges- 
tive tablets, memorials, and statues. 


The stained glass windows are also very 
fine. No one can enter that ancient, historic, 
and massive pile without taking off his hat 
and subduing his voice! 


Who will ever forget the hour he spent sit- 
ting and standing in front of Reuben’s great 
paintings in the cathedral at Antwerp! These 
pictures mean something to the sensitive soul, 
and even the hardened, careless, man-of-the- 
world is bound to soften a little in their 
presence. : 


In a similar way religious pictures of less 
value and note influence and deepen the re- 
ligious sense of almost everybody, and they 
may be used at times with splendid effect. 


Some years ago at Easter-time, we se- 
cured a dozen or so of the Perry pictures 
and some others and fastened them to a large 
cardboard and hung them in the vestibule 
of the church. No one could enter the church 
without seeing them, and nearly all the peo- 
ple spent some time looking at them. The 
total cost of this was not over twenty-five 
cents and any preacher can do it. - 

Another method is to secure enough copies 
of any one picture and distribute them among 
the congregation. Let the talk or sermon 
consist of an interesting description of the 
picture calculated to bring out some particular 
lesson. Make a gift of the pictures to the 
congregation and encourage them to try to 
recall its religious significance whenever they 
look upon it. 

If the pastor is fortunate enovgh to have 
the use of a stereopticon or a reflectoscope, 
he may do much better work, But in case he 
does use such illustrations, it is incumbent 
upon him to make a wise selection of lantern 
slides. We need in this day to present a 
manly Christ, and if he is not careful, the 
lantern slide manufacturer will send him 
effeminate likenesses which will not appeal 
to the young men or the older ones either. 

In order to assist any pastor who may wish 
to try these plans we give the following list 
of picture publishers and lantern slide manu- 
facturers: : ~f 
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The Perry Picture Company, Malden, Mass. 

- George P. Brown & Co., 38 Lovett street, 
Beverly, Mass. 

W. A. Wilde Compasy, 110 Boylston street, 


_ Boston, Mass. 


The New York Sunday School Commission, 
29 Lafayette place, N. Y. (Publishers of A 
Complete Handbook of Religious Pictures, 
compiled A the Rev. Wm. Walter Smith, 
ie aaa Exchange, 45 Sh 

ereopticon Exchange, erifi street, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
“Seg Buckeye Stereopticon Co., Cleveland, 


x 'D. Moore & Sons, 56 Fifth avenue, Chi- 
_ cago, Tilimois. 

William, Brown & Earle, 918 Chestnut 
’ street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

The Christian Lantern Slide & Lecture 
Bureau, Association building, 153 LaSalle 
street, Chicago, Illinois. : 

Bausch & Lomb Opiical Company, 
chester, N, Y. 

The Underwood Depository No. 2, 416 
Lafayette street, New York, N. Y. 

McIntosh Stereopticon Co., 35 Randolph 
“street, Chicago, Illinois. 


Ro- 


‘A SUGGESTIVE LIST OF TOPICS. 


Great Messages from Great Books. - 
I “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,” The Danger 
of Compromise. 
Ii “Les Miserables,” The Recovery of 2 


Lost Sort. 
Tit. muha Fair,” The Rewards of Selfish- 
IV. “Romola.” The Decay of Character. 


The ot 


VY. “Tale of Two i, Joy 
Sacrifice. 


APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN 
THE CHURCH 


The following application has ee splen- 
didly and would help many a pastor to make 
his work more definite: 

To The ———— 

Believing that I can best serve my Master, 
and be of more use to the Christian cause 
and to the world at large by working in and 


STATEMENT OF FAITH. 


‘make it apply to 


upbuilding, and to walk with all its members 
and with all men in a spirit of chanty and 
faithiulness. 


PY es EE ee eee Sa eee 

RR Coat ce Ce sink eae come e 
Note—I desire to unite (a) on confession 
of faith; (b) by letter from -...-........ 
Church. I have ...... been baptized. (Strike 


out or change any part of this note so as to 
your case.) 


A PLAN THAT HAS WORKED. 
DANIEL H. MERGLER. 

System is success. This is true not only 
in the busmess werld, but also in church 
finances, both the congregational expenses and 
the benevolences. 

The writer does not make the claim that 
the following plan is original or that it is 
the only good system, but by experience has 
found it to be a practical plan that has been 
successfully worked. 

At the beginning of the church year the 
simple pledge cards and envelopes were dis- 
tributed in the pews. The pastor then ex- 
plained the system, and briefiy set forth the 
claims of each cause represented. 

After waiting a reasonable length of time 
those who had not made any pledge were 
called upon. At the end of the first half of © 
the church year the attention of the congre- 
gation was called to the pledges then due. 
This notice was repeated at the time specified 
for the second payment which was one month 
before the close of the church year. thus al- 
lowing ample time to follow up the delin- 
quents. 

In order to distinguish the pledge cards and 
envelopes used fer benevolences from those 
used for the congregational expenses, they 
were printed on a different colored material. 

The result at the.close of the first year 
was an increase of about one hundred per 
centum in the benevolences. 

The success of this system depends upon 
the thoronghness with which it is executed 
more than any other one thing. The benefits 
are very evident: viz.: an increase in con- 

$s; an opportunity to contribute given 
to each church member; a complete record of 
both contributors and contributions; mere 
givers and larger gifts. 


THE MISSION STUDY CLASS—AN IN- 
DESPENSABLE AGENCY. 

Tn 198. when the Young People’s Mission- 
ary Movement first began the publication of 
its_text-books, there was but littl mission 
study in the chorchkes. Durmg the year 
1907-8, about 175,000 persons were enrolled 
im mission study classes im the churches. 

Why has this movement spread in such 2 


The mission study class affords 
means of inspiring our people with God's 
wonder-working in the world today. 
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One of the greatest difficulties in the way 


of introducing missionary instruction in the 
: y School is the lack of knowledge and 
ras siasm om the part of the teachers. -Un- 
less the leaders im the Junior and Young 
People’s Societies have caught the world 


vision and know what mission work really 
they are not able to make the monthly 
onary meetings interesting. 


In organizing the first mission study class 
church the aim should be to enroll per- 
who ate in a position to influence its 
nary life and activity. If- Christ spent 
past of his three years’ public min- 
training the twelve apostles, can the 
pastor do better than give much time 
i thought to the training of those through 
his whole congregation will get a vision 
world’s needs and fall into line with 
world plan? 


% 


The results produced by such training will 
well repay him for all the time and effort 
devoted that purpose. Therefore, plan 


ay 
y 
te 


now for one or more mission study classes. 


Increase Your Attendance 
By Using Ilustrated Printing 


It's Church Printing with the 20th Century Touch 


On receigt of De 1 will send you a claster of 
the brightest and brainiest charch printing you 
have ever seen. Many in beantifal colors. No 
two alike. Worth many tines the price we ask 
just for the ideas and sagzestions they contain. 


Joseph E. Bausman, Modern Church Printer 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


$42 Rast Girard Avenue, 


THE CHURCH WHERE JESUS CHRIST HAS THE PRE-EMINENCE 


Interesting, Practical, Helpful, 
Scriptural Talks, every 


SUNDAY EVENING, as 


Congregational Church 


WILLIAM S. STEENSMA. PastOe 


THE NEXT 
SUBJECT IS 


IF YOU DONT COME, sead someone in your place. 


IF YOU CANNOT COME, pray for God's blessing upon 


the vrvee. 


IF YOU DO COME, bring someone with you and come in 


the true seact A worshep. 


Services: SUNDAY—10:90 « m. and 700 p. 


THURSDAY—7-D) p. as. 
COOD MUSIC 


STOCK TOPIC CARD—on which 
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. The Church with « welcome for all. 


Gi. 


different topics may be filled in 


of L av. 


ILLUSTRATIVE DEPARTMENT 


PAUL J. GILBERT. 


ENLARGER OF THE EMPIRE. (266) 
4 Rom. 15:19, 20; Heb. 11:32, 33. 
“Enlarger of the Empire” (Mehrer des 
Reiches) is a title of honor conferred by the 
Germans on a very few of their greatest war- 
riors and statesmen. The Christian minister 
should aspire to no higher distinction than 
that of winning by a long life of faithful re- 
cruiting work the right to the title of “En- 
larger of the Kingdom.”"—John Mott, 


THE BLIGHT OF Seo Oke Seaer, 
267 
Matt. 7:3-5; 1 Pet. 2:15; Rom. 2:21, 22. 
The following conversation took place be- 
tween an unbeliever and a professing Chris- 
tuan. Said the latter: 
“Why are you not a Christian?” 
“Are> you a Christian?” asked the skeptic. 
“Yes.” 
“Are you a fair sample of Christianity?” 
“Ves, I think I'm about the average.” 
“You are?” 
“Fes.” 
“Then,” said the skeptic, “I do not want to 
“be a Christian.” 


Think of it! One who knew of the inci- 


~ dent said that the shaft sank deep into the 


heart of that Christian. He knew what it 
meant; for the unbeliever had seen him cheat 
in examinations; he had heard him tell things 
that were not true; he had seen him do things 
unworthy of a man. Inconsistency always 
makes religion unattractive. 


IGNORANT OF GREAT RICHES. (268) 
Eccl. 5: 19; Eph. 3: et Col. 2: 9; John 
hn Re 


Dewn in Southwest Virginia are the Poca- 
hontas coal fields, the richest in many respects 
in the world. Those coal fields were once 
owned by a farmer, who eked out a miserable 
existence for himself and his family. One 
day some men from the North went down 
there. They walked through the village, they 
examined the fields, and they became con- 


-vineed that there were great coal pits there. 


They went to the old farmer and said, ‘We 
will give you a thousand dollars for this piece 
of ground,” and he accepted it almost before 
the words were out of their mouths, They 
gave him his thousand dollars and he gave 
them the deed. He moved down into the val- 
ley, where he lived until a few years ago. 
And those men got possession of those coal 
fields, and you could not buy that same piece 
of ground today for millions of dollars. Now, 
that old farmer had all that when he got the 
deed from his father, but he did not know 
about it. My brethren, we have all that God 
has for us when Jesus Christ saves us, but 
for the most part we do not know it—Len 


_ Broughton. ; 
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MIGHTY DRAWING POWER. (269) 
John 12:32; Acts 1:8; Acts 2:41; John 
16:8. 

Recently a western iron manufacturing con- 
cern in experminenting with powerful mag- 
netic cranes found that one of the magnets on 
being passed over the ground on their prem- 
ises, recovered thousands of pounds of iron 
that had lain buried for years. Huge pieces 
of iron fairly leapt through their earthen man- 
tle to meet the mighty magnetic force and not 
a few mysterious disappearances of parts re- 
ported “missing” were accounted for on this 
day of reckoning. 

What a picture of the power of the Spirit 
of God when he moves over a community. 
Often the Spirit might pass over the earth to- 
day and attract with his irresistible power the 
“steeled hearts” of those sunken in the sins 
and cares of worldliness. “If I be lifted up 
from the earth will draw all men unto me.” 


TROUBLES. 

Deut. 1:29; Rom. $228; Gen, 50:20. 

T saw a picture some time ago which repre- 
sented a rising storm. Seen at some little dis- 
tance it appeared as though dark, black, threat- 
ening cloud battalions were speedily covering 
the entire sky and blotting out all the patches 
of light and hope. But when I went a little 
nearer to the picture I found that the artist 
had subtly fashioned his clouds out of angel 
faces, and all these black battalions wore a 
winsome aspect of genial friends. I have had 
that experience more than once away from the 
realm of picture and fiction, in the hard ways 
of practical life. The clouds I feared and 
worried about, and concerning which I wast- 
ed so much precious strength, lost their frown 
and revealed themselves as my friends. Other 
clouds never arrived—they were purely imag- 
inary, or they melted away before they reached 
my threshold—J. H. Jowett. 


JUSTICE WANTED. 

Tsa. 56:1; John 7: 24. 

During the recent remarkable uprising in 
Turkey badges were printed, having in silver 
or gilt letters on a red ground the words “Lib- 
erty, Justice, Equality, Fraternity.” When 
it was remarked to one of the young Turks 
that they had adopted the French motto, he 
replied, “Oh, no! The French had no justice.” 


COVETOUSNESS. (272) 

Matt. 19:24; 1 Tim. 6:17; Luke 12:15, 
When Cortez and his companions were 
obliged to flee from Mexico on that fearful 
night. when the Aztecs entered the city, Cortez 
warned his soldiers against taking too much 
gold with them, for each soldier must fight 
his way through the enemies’ host. “He travels 
safest in the night who travels _light- 
est,” said Cortez. It was hard to heed 
this advice, for they had accumulated a vast 
amount of gold, but the more prudent ones 
did, and escaped unharmed. Some, however, 
who bound heavy chains of gold about their 


> 


(270) 


(271) 


necks and shoulders, staggered under their 
burden of gold, and attempting to escape, be- 
came a prey to their enemies. It is ever so 
with the greedy soul. 


SELF ' DECEPTION. 
“Things are what they are; 
Consequences will be what they will be; 
Why then should you deceive yourself?” 
—John Morley. 

CRIMINAL NEGLIGENCE, (274) 

Prov. 19:27; 2 John x, Eph. 4:14; 2 Tim. 
4: 


(273) 


Why some congregations endure in the pul- 
pit a man who by his subtle teaching gradual- 
ly but surely undermines faith in Jesus Christ 
and his gospel is very often a great mystery. 
Church officers are very largely to be blamed 
for the selection of a minister of such charac- 
ter. Some months ago Gov. Guild, of Massa- 
chusetts, sharply reprimanded the asylum of- 
ficers of his state for permitting to be at large 
a maniac who on several occasions had at- 
tempted human life and whose madness result- 
ed in the death of a caller at the Governor’s 
office, and might have resulted in the death of 
the Governor himself had the maniac not been 
apprehended. Very plainly he accused them 
of being “criminally negligent.” 

Surely the enduring of those teachers who 
murder the faith of young men and women 
by the score is no more to be tolerated than 
are the subjects of insane asylums. 

GROVER CLEVELAND AND THE yor 
275) 

Nearly the last paragraph written by this 
late distinguished citizen’ was a candid esti- 
mate of the Bible. These are his words writ- 
ten March 14, 1908: “I very much hope that in 
sending out this book you will do something 
fo invite more attention among the masses of 
our people to the study of the New Testament 
and Bible as a whole. It seems to me that in 
these days there is an unhappy falling off in 
our appreciation of the importance of this 
study. I do not believe, as a people, that we 
can afford to allow our interest in and venera- 
tion for the Bible to abate. I look upon it as 


Give Three Times the Effort to 


BOYS, GROW UP AND REMEMBER. 
(278) 


Julian Legrand, the great Paris merchant 
was in financial straits. He decided that it 
would take $100,000 to tide him over. Le- 
grand went out and sought a loan among his 
friends, but no one would lend him anything. 
He returned to his office dejected and de- 
spairing. While sitting there in a gloomy 
state of mind, there was a tap at the door. 
A man came up to the desk and said, “J 
hear, Mr. Legrand, that you are in need of 


money.” “Yes,” replied the merchant, “we 
certainly are” “How much do you need?” 
he asked. “Not less than $100,000.” “Draw 


me your note,” continued the stranger, “for 
that amount without interest for one year and 
I will give you my check for it.” Legrand 
looked at the man in astonishment. “But pray, 
why have you come to my relief?” 


“When I was a small boy,” said the stran- 
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the source from which those ‘who study it in 


spirit and truth will derive strength of char- 
acter, a realization of the duty of citizenship 
and a true apprehension of the power an 
wisdom and mercy of God.” 


THE WORLD'S BEST. (276) 
Rom, 6:23;-2 Tim. 4:10; Rev. 2:10; Acts 
5 eh? 
It was recorded of an aged New York 
millionaire as he stood almost on the verge of 
the grave that he found his greatest joy in 
attending the theatre and consorting with the 
gay chorus girls. His Paymaster could give 
him nothing more inspiring than that. About 
the same time it was stated by a newspaper 
writer that an aged lady_in moderate circum- 
stances who had lived within sight of the so- 
ciety life of the great city, had confessed that 
she was distressed because she had been un- 
able to attain to the ambition of her life to be 
a grand society lady. What an ambition to 
take to the grave! Her Paymaster had offered 

his best. What a poor thing it was! 

HONEST JOHN MILLER. 

2 Cor. 8:21; Luke 16:10. 
There died in Duluth only a few weeks ago 
a man whose name, while not extensively 
known or at least remembered, will always re- 
tain the everlasting fragrance of a mighty in- 
fluence for righteousness. During his term as 
governor of the “wild and woolly” state. of 
South Dakota, the infamous Louisiana State 
Lottery sought to entrench its hunted carcass 
there and for that purpose a representative of 
the lottery came into the office of the Gover- 
nor with a satchel containing $200,000. 
“This is yours if you will permit the lottery 
to enter South Dakota,” he said. 


: (277) 


“My price is higher than that,” was the Gov- 


ernor’s answer as he threw the briber out of 
his office. After that the people conferred on 
him the title of “Honest John Miller.” 
Throughout the years his influence was given 
to the work of Christ, especially to the work 
of the Y. M. C. A., of which institution he was 
president at the time of his death. 


Children that you give to Adults 


ger, “attending the public school, you came as 
one of the commissioners on examination day. 
I was poor, shabbily dressed, and thought that 
you would, of course, pay attention to the rich 
men’s children, | but expected no recognition 
for myself. I recited poorly, but after the ex- 
ercises you put your hand on my head, spoke 
some kind words, told me to persevere, that 
I could do better if I would try, and assured 
me that the way to honor was open to all 
alike; all I had to do was to be resolute 


and push on, That, sir, was the turning point — 


in my life. From that hour my soul has 
aspired, and I have never reached a goal with- 
out blessing you in my heart. I have pros- 


pered and am wealthy; I now offer you but a _ 
poor return for the soul-wealth you gave me 


“k 


in that by-gone time.” 
Little did Mr. Legrand think, when he 
speaking to the poor boy in the ‘school, that 
phe reap stich a fruitage from the 
ee 


BOYS ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY. 
‘ (279) 


George Nichols, member of the English 
Parliament, said that when a boy working on 
a farm he attended a meeting in which one 
speaker remarked, “Who knows but that some 
lad in this meeting may become great?” He 
went on to mention the names of Livingstone, 
Gladstone, and Parker. Mr. Nichols looked 
around and discovered that he was the only 
boy present, and he thought: “That must 
mean me!” He thereupon determined to 
find out more about the lives of these great 
men, and that one sentence affected his whole 
career.—S. S. Chronicle. 


KIND DEEDS NEVER DIE. (280) 
Bishop Joyce used to tell of a friend of 
his, a railroad man in Chicago, who always 
furnished him tickets when he traveled in 


the Northwest. This friendship began when- 


the bishop, then a village pastor, had given a 
dollar one New Year to a boy who carried 
papers. The newsboy was now the railroad 
official,-and when the bishop applied for a 
clerical permit on his line, he recognized his 
benefactor and said, “You can have everything 
you want here except the rails.” That dollar 
drew large interest for the work of the 
church—C. E. World. 


“AFTER YOUR BOY.” (281) 

One of the delegates to a State convention 
of Christian Endeavorers came suddenly upon 
a red-faced citizen who evidently had been 
patronizing the hotel bar. Buttonholing the 
delegate a trifle unceremoniously, the latter 
said: “What are you fellows trying to do 
down at the meetings. You are hot temper- 
ance, I see by the papers. Do you think you 

make a temperance man of me?” 

“No,” replied the delegate, looking him over 
from head to foot, with a keen glance, “we 
evidently couldn’t do much for you, but we 
are after your boy.” 

At this Saexpeced retort the man dropped 
his jocular tone, and said _Seriously, “Well, I 
guess you have the tight of it there. If some- 
body had been after me when I was a boy I 
should be a better man today.” 


STORY OF WANAMAKER’S CONVER- 
SION. (282) 


One Sunday: during revival meetings in 
Philadelphia I called upon John Wanamaker, 
who told me the story of his conversion when 
he was just starting on his business career. 
The narrative was so helpful that I want to 
pass it on to a larger audience. Mr. Wana- 
maker said: 

“I was a country boy who had come to the 

city. A salesman asked me if I wouldn't go 
to his church. I was at a prayer meeting there 
one night, where there were perhaps 200 per- 
sons. 

“Tt was a quiet, old-fashioned meeting. 
There was a handsome old man of about 70, 

(pam ext ap snd in. the gravest way s9id thet 


he was just waiting for God to take him; 
that he had lived his life; that God had been 
good to him, and it was all summed up in the 
statement that religion was a good thing to die 
by. I sat way back, ‘and I always had a great 
fashion of talking to myself. I said: ‘Well, 
old man, you can’t touch me; you have lived 
your life; you haven't any sympathy with a 
big boy; it has passed over my head’ 


“Soon after a young fellow got up. He was 
perhaps 35 and he said: ‘You have heard an 
old man tell you that religion was good to die 
by; I want to tell you it’s good to live by. 
I have just begun the Christian life. Two 
years ago I was converted. I had just begun 
business, and I had had a prejudice. against 
religion ; they told me that a man had to have 
a face a yard long and couldn't smile, or do 
anything that would make him happy. You 
see I was deceived about that, I am a great 
deal happier since I became a Christian, be- 
cause it settled things. I am a better business 
man; a great load has rolled off my heart and 
I can give myself more to my work’ 


“I listened to him and I said to myself, 
“There you are; you want to be a business 
man, and he tells you how you can be a better 
business man. He tells you that religion is 
good to live by. Another man tells you that 
religion is good to die by.’ I said, ‘Suppose 
you were in a court and heard two testimonies 
like that, would you believe them? ‘Yes, I 
replied to myself. “Well, I said. ‘do vou intend 
ever to be a Christian? “Yes” “Well, if it’s 
a good thing, why don’t you be it right away?’ 
I said, “Yes, I will’ 


“TI waited in the meeting until everybody 
went out except the janitor and the old min- 
ister, and as he came down the aisle he met a 
country boy coming up, and I was the chap. I 
simply said to him, ‘T have settled it tonight 
to give my heart to Ged.” And he reached out 
his hand and said, “God bless you, my son; 
you will never regret it” That was the whole 
business. I didn’t wait to get some feeling. I 
accepted the fact that I was a sinner, and that 
there was a Saviour for sinners, and I came to 
him simply on the proposition that the gift 
of God is eternal life."—Chas. M. Alexander. 


MAKE ME A CHILD AGAIN. (28) 


I was in Atlanta with former Governor 
Northern a few years ago. We passed a cer- 
tain monument and he asked “me if I knew 
whose figure it was upon the pédestal. I looked 
at the inscription and read the name of “Henry 
W. Grady,” the apostle of the new South, one 
of the first to bridge the gulf between the 
North and the South. 


Then the governor told me this story of 
Grady: “One day we missed him from his 
usual haunts,” he said. “He was gone from 
Tuesday to Thursday. He had gone back to 
his old home and to his mother, and he had 
told her that he was not what once he was, 
that he was tired of the grind of the world, 
and that he wanted to be a boy again. 


“She adopted his fancy and talked to him 
as though he were again at her knee, and not 
the great man he had become. When the 


shadows covered the walls at night she 
sang one of .the old lullabies. He 
knelt beside her, as he had done many 


years before, and repeated the prayer of 
his childhood. And after he was in his bed 
she put her hands on his head in the old way 
and gave him that pat that only a mother can 
give. There's nothing like a mother’s touch. 
When Grady came back to his work his face 
was shining and his heart was light.’-—J. Wil- 
bur Chapman. 


AND WITHOUT ARE DOGS. (284) 

One of the most horrible and _ ghastly 
tragedies ever in print occurred the lat- 
ter part of December at Johnstown, N. 
Y., near Gloversville. William Riska, 
aged seven years, was attacked by six dogs 
belonging to various families residing at Hill- 
side Park in that city, was killed and partially 
devoured by the canines before the horrible 
affair was discovered. As the news spread 
over the city a great wave of indignation fol- 
lowed against persons owning the animals for 


allowing them to remain at large. Had it not 
teen for the discovery of the hungry and vo- 
racious animals the flesh would have all been 
devoured from the bones of the boy’s body. 
The dogs responsible for the boy’s death were 
at once shot by the police. 

The coroner’s investigation developed the 
fact that the boy was afraid of the dogs living 
near his home and upon being started on the 
errand the morning of his death, he returned 
and told his mother that there was a pack of 
dogs on the hill which he was afraid to pass. 
Upon being reassured by his mother that there 
was no danger he started out again and sadly 
enough his fear proved to have been well 
founded. 

The dog belongs to the wolf family. It is 
true that he has been tamed and acquired a 
certain amount of culture, but the old wolf 
nature overcame that in a moment. 

The care and money spent on dogs would 
feed and clothe all the orphan children of this 
countty. In oriental countries they are toler- 
ated as scavengers. In civilized countries we 
make pets and companions of them. It is to 
be rejoiced over that there shall be no dogs in 
heaven. 


Evangelistic 


Illustrations 


USED BY REV. J. WILBUR CHAPMAN, D. D. 


SELECTED BY REV. G. B. F. HALLOCK, D. D. 


When Rey. Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman held his 
great union evangelistic campaign in Roches- 
ter, N. Y., in the fall of 1906, I clipped from 
the newspaper reports of the meeting illustra- 
tions he tied. I have copied some of them 
for Tur Exposiror, believing many pastors will 
find them useful for repetition in their evan- 
gelistic services. Al] of them are given in Dr. 
Chapman’s own words, as reported in the 
newspapers. 


THE RIGHT KIND OF ZEAL. (285) 


In the meeting for men, at which the 
Rev. F. E. Taylor, D. D., was speaking, I sat 
on the left of the speaker in the audience. 
Just by his side was a blind man. At one stage 
in the meeting Dr. Taylor asked all those who 
would do so to turn and speak to the one by 
their side. This blind man leaned forward 
and laying his hand on Dr. Chapman’s shoul- 
der, said, “Excuse me, sir, but are you a 
Christian?” and when he found out who it 
was to whom he had addressed his question, 
without the least embarrassment he said, “T 
know you will excuse me, but you know I 
cannot see, and I always feel that I ought to 
speak to someone.” 

The spirit of the blind man is a rebuke to 
the most of us as Christians who say little or 
nothing to those who are about us concerning 
their relations to Christ. 


MADE FREE BY CHRIST. (286) 
In the meetings conducted by the Rev. Rob- 
ert A, Walton, D, D., who was one of the 


‘prayed until 1 in the morning. 
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evangelists in our party, a young man one ~ 


evening was present and sat an interested lis- 
tener on the front seat in the tabernacle. He 
had been reared a Christian and was an offi- 
cer in the church. He was a teacher in one 
of the institutions of learning of the state, 
but for some reason he began to drift from 


his old faith; and because the school in which — 


he was a teacher was Christian he was honest 
enough to give up his position and went out 
without any means of support. He found that 
his loss of faith brought him only unrest and 
that what seemed to him to promise liberty 
was only a snare. Dr. Walton was preaching 
on the subject of “Atonement,” in which Jesus 
Christ was presented as the only mediator be- 
tween God and man. Miss Bertha Chapman 
then sang: “I have wandered far away from 
God, now I’m coming home,’ and under the 
influence of the sermon and song this young 
professor bowed his head and with a great 
sob yielded himself once more to God, when 
suddenly the chains that had held him were 
broken, he rose to say, “Friends, I am once 
more a free man and from tonight my life 
shall count for Christ.” 


PRAYER FOR CONVERSION AN- 
SWERED. (287) 


“Do you think,” said a young girl to me in 
Boston, “that if my mother and I were to 
pray all night, my brother would be saved?” 
“T think I would put God to the test if I were 
you.’ 

They were on their knees at 10 o’clock and 
* Then the 


) 


r, 
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mother rose up to say, “I know he will be 
saved.” To my certain knowledge the boy 
had not been within four miles of the place of 
meeting previous to this, and the next night I 
saw him stand and profess faith in Jesus 
Christ. As he did so he said, “All last night I 
passed a sleepless night, and I determined 
about 1 o’clock in the morning to seek my 
mother’s Saviour and I am here to ask you 
to help me.” 


A PERSONAL INVITATION. (288) 


We conducted a service one evening in a 
ehurch in Salem, Oregon, I was. ushered 
down the aisle by a very distinguished looking 
gentleman, and when I reached the platform 
I asked one of the ministers if this man was 
a Christian, and he said, “Indeed he is,” and 
suggested that I ask him how he came to 
Christ. When I put the question to him he 
said, “I think I would prefer to have you ask 
the minister,” and then the pastor of the 
church related the following: 


He said, “When I came to Salem as the pas- 
tor, I became greatly concerned for the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the state— 
one of our most distinguished lawyers—the 
gentleman who has just ushered you into the 
church. I wrote him a letter and then thought 
it was presumption to do so, and I tore the 
letter up. I counselled with my wife and 
wrote it again. When I wrote it we kneeled 
down to pray over it, and she enclosed one of 
Mr. Spurgeon’s little tracts, ‘All of Grace.’ I 
called a messenger and sent it away, and in 
less than an hour I had my reply from the 
Chief Justice, in which he said: 

“Dear Doctor.—I received your letter and 
beg to say that I have been waiting for some- 
one to ask me to become a Christian, Before 
I had finished your communication I had set- 
tled it, and I am ready now to accept your in- 
vitation and unite with your church.’ ” 

There are hundreds and thousands of peo- 
ple like this throughout the country. They are 
but waiting for a personal invitation. 


DECISION AND ITS BLESSED smh 
Rey. D. S. Toy and Frank D. Dickson were 

laboring in Grant’s Pass, Oregon, in connec- 
tion with the Pacific Coast campaign. At one 
of their services they had sung the hymn, 
“Lord, I’m Coming Home,” the chorus of 
which is: 

“Coming home, coming home, 

Never more to roam; 

Open wide Thine arms of love, 

Lord, I’m coming home.” 

The sheriff of the county came from the 
service, retired to his bed, but his wife noticed 
that he was extremely restless. At 2 o’clock 
in the morning she spoke to him, saying, “Hus- 


band, what is it that is troubling you?” He 


said, with a sob, “It is that hymn they sang 
tonight.” She said, “What hymn?” He re- 
plied, “It goes something like this—T’ve wan- 
dered away from God’—I am so far away 


I fear I never will be saved.” Then his. wife 
said, “But why do you not say the rest of the 
song and settle it?” He said, “What is it, I 
have forgotten?” Then she told him, “ ‘I have 
wandered far away from God, now I’m com- 
ing home.’” Instantly he said it and he meant 


it—and closing his eyes he fell asleep like a 
child. 


The next morning he hitched up his horse 
and drove sixty miles across the country’ to 
tell his boys that he had found Christ, and in- 
tended to be a Christian and become a mem- 
ber of a church. 


BLOWING THE WHISTLE FOR emery 
; 29 

We were on our way north from California 
to Portland and stopped at Grant’s Pass, Ore- 
gon, to take on two of our evangelists, Messrs. 
Toy and Dickson. At least 2,500 people were 
at the station to bid the departing evangelists 
farewell and to give the rest of our party an 
opportunity to say a word of greeting. We 
sang the “Glory Song” again and again. Dr. 
Ostrom and others spoke, when my attention 
was called to a man standing on the rear plat- 
form clad in overalls. He was introduced to 
me as Mr. Sampson, the engineer of the train. 
I asked him if he was a Christian, and Mr. 
Toy, the evangelist, said, “No, but he is think- 
ing.” I then urged him to make his decision 
in the presence of his fellow citizens. . “What 
would you have me do,” said the engineer. | 
said, “I would have you confess Christ as a 
personal Saviour, and acknowledge him here.” 
He said, “I am not accustomed to speaking be- 
fore an audience; you do it for me.” So I 
said, “My friends, listen, you know Engineer 
Sampson.” They said, “Yes.” “Well,” I said, 
“he has asked me to announce that he ‘has be- 
come a Christian and wants everybody to 
know it.” They cheered hita again and again. 


He was the engineer to take our train out 
that night. He came into the train at a junc- 
tion and said to us, “I have drawn two presi- 
dents over this road—President Grant and 
President Roosevelt—but this is the first time 
in all my life that I have had Jesus Christ 
with me as a Saviour, and it is the proudest 
night of my life. Every time I pull the whistle 
I am going to do it for Christ.” 


BE CONCERNED FOR OTHERS. (291) 


I was preaching in one of the smaller cities 
of New York and had been in the meeting five 
days when the outlook was so discouraging 
that it seemed to me that I ought to ask per- 
mission to leave. The crowds were great, but 
the interest was anything but what it should 
be. 


One morning very early I heard a rap at 
my door and opened it to find one of the most 
conservative and distinguished preachers in 
the state standing before me, evidently filled 


with great emotion, and saying, “I have spent 


a sleepless night. I have great concern for 
one of my friends in the city, and I have prac- 
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tically. prayed the whole night through for 
him and I have come to ask you to pray with 
me for his conversion.’ Our prayers were 
offered and then he went away. That night 
when the audience assembled again—so far as 
I could see the same audience—there was a 
most remarkable change. I had no sooner 
presented the invitation when at least fifty 
people responded. In less than five days 600 
people came to Christ and 500 of the number 
joined the church. I saw the aged minister 
not long ago, and he said to me, “The break 
in our meeting came with the break of my own 
heart. For,” said he, “I think I could not 
have lived had not my friend been converted.” 
It is a principle that never fails that unsaved 
people are as much concerned for themselves 
as the church is for them. 


MEET THEM IN: HEAVEN. (292) 


L was preaching in a Pennsylvania city 
when an aged man said to me, “Something in 
your sermon this afternoon has taken me back 
for twenty years. I went home one day from 
my business and my wife met me at the door 
and said, ‘Our boy is going to die, and the doc- 
tor thinks we ought to tell him.’ So I went 
into the room and, taking him by the hand, 
I said, ‘My boy, the doctor thinks you will not 
live,’ and then with tears in his eyes, he said, 
’Father, I would not be afraid if mother would 
go with me,’ and I told him that she could not 
go. ‘Then,’ he said, ‘I would be perfectly will- 
ing if you would go along,’ and I had to tell 
him that as much as I would like to do so, it 
would be impossible. 


“Completely at my wits’ end, I waited 
a moment and then I got my Bible and, kneel- 
ing down and holding the Bible in one hand 
and his little hand in the other, I read the 
Twenty-third Psalm. I read it all through, 
especially emphasizing the verse, ‘Yea, though 
I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with 
me. I felt his little hand clasp loosen, and 
when I rose from my knees, every look of 
fear had gone and he said, ‘Father, I am not 
-afraid to go, for Iam sure he will go with me 
all the way; but when I go through the gate 
I will wait there to meet you.’ And,” said the 
old man, “it is twenty long years and I can 
scarcely wait.” 

There are scores of us who have friends on 
the other shore, who are doing nothing to 
meet them in heaven, and the call is for every- 
one to turn unto him and live. 


, MAKE SPEEDY. AND JOYOUS CON- 
FESSION. (293) 


In the city of Atlanta, while meetings were 


in progress in nine of the churches, one of the 
prominent citizens, to the joy of all present, 
gave himself to Jesus Christ. He was a state 
official as well, and his clear, outspoken con- 
fession of the Saviour thrilled all who were 
present. He had, for many years, been the 
object of his wife’s prayers, and had unceas- 


ingly been presented to the Throne of Grace by 
his uncle, one of the distinguished citizens of 
the state. The coming to Christ was like the 
setting of God’s seal of approval upon the of- 
fering of these prayers. 


He immediately began to work for Christ 
and on the street, in the stores, in his office, 
and at the meetings, he was constantly pre- 
senting his new-found Saviour to his old-time 
friends. There were some who feared that 
because of his past life he might find it diffi- 
cult to stand, but he met this difficulty by tell- 
ing everyone instantly, when he met them, of 
his conversion, 


He was standing on the street corner one 
evening when a political friend who had been 
out of the city and had returned, was passing 
him, standing on the rear end of the street 
car. Instantly this man who had accepted 
Christ cried out to him, “Have you heard the 
news?” The politician replied, “No. . What is 
it?” and Mr. N. replied, “Why, I have become 
a Christian, and it is great; I have never had 
so much happiness in my life, and I want 
everybody to know it.” 


This is the secret of a victorious Christian 
life, and the cause of many a man’s failure is 
to be found just here—in lack of speedy con- 
fession. Paul says we must believe and con- 
fess. To leave out the confession and believe 
only is to rob one’s self of spiritual joy and 
power, for it is a serious question, if one has 
received life, if he is unwilling to tell about it. 


NEED OF MORE ENTHUSIASM. (294) 


After the battle of Lookout Mountain, when 
the Federal troops cleared the heights with a 
dash that was irresistible, General Grant sent 
to General Wood and asked, “Did you order 
that charge?” He said, “No.” To Hooker 
and to Sheridan the same inquiry was put, 
and from them the same response was re- 
ceived. The. fact was that the men were filled 
with such enthusiasm that nothing could have 
stopped them. They leaped to the fray, defy- 
ing danger and’ death, and when victory was 
gained were filled with glad wonder at it. 
When the church of Christ is filled with en- 
thusiasm for the conquest of the world it will 
go forward, whether earthly leaders give the 
word of command or not. It will hear His 
command who has promised his presence unto 
the end of the age, and will do wonders in his 
name. 


——e 


CHRIST’S REAL PRESENCE. (295) 


_Dr. Andrew Bonar tells of an old Christian 
man in his college days whom he often noticed 
lifting his hat in the Edinburgh streets, and 
he asked him why. .“Oh, as I talk to Jesus 
he comes so near to me that I’m forced to take 
off my hat in his holy presence.” That “real 
presence” of Jesus in the ordinary humdrum 
of daily life is the really vital thing in Chris- 
tian experience. It is then he becomes a “liv- 
ing bright reality,’ and prayer to him, and 
answers from him, the breath of our being. 
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Gipsy Smith’s Illustrations 


PERFECT CHURCH. (296) 


No, it is not a new church programme you 
want. I will tell you what it is: Sight, that 
is what you need. When you have got sight, 
your mother’s Gospel, your mother’s Christ 
and your mother’s church will be good enough 
for you. ‘Oh,’ says the man, ‘Find me a per- 
fect church and I will join it. I have been 
round the whole world once, to America six 
times and from the Atlantic to the Pacific, 
through Australia and Great Britain and South 
Africa, and I have not found a perfect church 
yet. I am glad of it. If I found a perfect 
church I would have to stay out. But I am 
trusting in a perfect Saviour. You had better 
go to a South Sea Island, where there is no 
one, and found a church of your own, and 
when you get there it won’t be perfect five 
minutes. It is about the lamest excuse ever 


heard. 


FOR THOSE WHO FIND FAULT WITH 
THE CHURCH. (297) 


The church is not a place where perfect 
people are. The church is made up of people 
who want to be better and who are honestly 
striving to be better. ‘Oh, but,’ you say, ‘there 
are black sheep in it.’ Yes, and there are more 
in the world, the world is bigger. And there 
are frauds in your trade. Why don’t you quit 
it? Some of you are on Wall street. There 
are frauds there. Why don’t you leave Wall 
street? There are some queer people living on 
your avenue. Why don’t you quit living there 
and go somewhere where the people are all 
perfect? If you want a perfect world, make 
a little planet of your own and live on it. 
(Laughter). Listen! Is not the whole source 
of the mischief, the real bottom business of 
the whole of your position that you ’love dark- 
ness rather than light,’ now? Isn’t it? Don't 
you blame the church and don’t you blame the 
minister, for the ministers are only men, and I 
know no better set of ministers in this world 
than those I have found in your country. They 
are like brothers; they have stood by me 
shoulder to shoulder, and have sought to 
“strengthen my arm’ and made it possible for 
me to reach and make a harvest of souls, and 
when the Lord distributes the laurels the min- 
isters of America will get their share out of 
this campaign. Don’t you blame them, and 
don’t you blame the devil, because the devil 
cannot make you sin. He can tempt you, that 
is his business, but he can’t. make you yield. 
No man yields until he consents, and some- 
how or other till you are gray-headed you have 
resisted the appeals of the Father, the appeals 
of the Son and the appeals of the Holy Ghost. 
You have resisted the appeals of the Bible, 
the church, of mother and father, brother and 
sister and wife and husband and children. You 
have resisted all the tender, pathetic coaxings 
of Calvary and the warnings of Sinai, and 
when you want to you can resist the devil by 
the same will. No, if you are not a saved man 
or a saved woman it is because you are content 
_ to be the other thing. 
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FOR ONE'S OWN 
(298) 


BLAMING OTHERS 
WRONGS., 


God is on his throne, and there is a word 
in this book which says ‘Be sure your sin will 
find you out,’ and’ when Saul was found out he 
said: ‘I did not do it. It was not I. It was 
the people who did it.” And was not that 
human nature? Is not that what we have been 
doing all along: blaming somebody else for 
our own wrong? If I were to come down to 
some of you men and some of you women, 
if I could get you alone, and ask you why you 
are not a good man or a good woman; why 
you are not living the beautiful life God meant 
you to live; whom would you blame? I know 
the last person you would-blame. As a rule 
we hide ourselves behind anything rather than 
confess the truth. We are willing to blame 
anybody and anything rather than ourselves. 
And just what Saul did, you and I do. We 
want to put the responsibility on somebody 
else. It is not our fault that things go wrong, 
that we are not walking with Jesus in the light 
and haying an unbroken fellowship with him; 
it is something or somebody else. Is not that 
the way we argue? One man will blame his 
parentage, another his upbringing, another his 
environment, for that’s a big word. That is 
a tremendous word—environment! That is the 
thing! We want environment. But men make 
their own environment, and you do not cure 
a man of the smallpox by putting him into 
clean sheets, and you don’t change a pig by 
putting it into a parlor. I know which will 
change first, and it won’t be the pig. I knew 
a man who was converted,’ just a tramp. He 
had been separated from his wife and children 
five years, and in less than twelve months the 
man had a decent situation and had got back 
wife and children and had moved three times 
in less than twelve months, and each time in- 
to a better house. If you are not a good man 
your wife’s husband is to blame. The person 
where you sit is the person into whose face 
you are to look and say: ‘You are the mean- 
est thing I have ever had to do with,’ because 
nobody can keep you down if you will go up. 
I have tried to emphasize that all the week. 


DON’T BLAME THE CHURCHES. : 
(299) 
And don’t blame the church. Lots of peo- 
ple do. I have heard a man say, and so have 
these ministers here, ‘If you want me to come 
into your church, widen the doors. If you 
want to capture me, why, look at me! If you 
want me in your church, readjust your pro- 
gramme—get rid of the objectionable! Give 
me a new gospel, a new Bible, a new ministry 
—widen your doors!’ Who is to do these 
things? Who is to readjust the programme? 
Who is to write a new programme? Who is 
to widen the doors? Yes, if you die and rise 
again in three days, we will let you do it. If 
you adjust the programme, there will be a 
theater at one corner, a circus at the other 
and a prize ring in the-middle. I object. I 
object. ‘ 


Miscellaneous Illustrations 


THE RESTFUL YOKE. (300) 

Mark Guy Pearse tells an incident which 
occurred in connection with a sermon of his 
on Christ's invitation to the weary and heavy- 
laden: 

“T had finished my sermon when a good man 
came to me,.and said: ‘I wish I had known 
what you were going to preach about; I could 
have told you something.’ 

“Well, my friend,’ I said, 
of you. May I have it still?’ 

““Do you know why his yoke is light, sir? 
If not, I think I can tell you.’ 

se ‘Well, because the good Lord helps us to 
carry it, I suppose.’ 

““No, sir, he said, shaking his head; ‘T 
think I know better than that. You see, when 
I was a boy at home, I used to drive the oxen 
in my father’s yoke, and the yoke was never 
made to balance, sir as you said. (I had 
referred to the Greek word; but how much 
better it was to know the real thing). 

“He went on triumphantly: ‘Father’s yokes 
were always made heavier on the one side 
than the other. Then, you see, we would put 
a weak bullock in alongside a strong bullock, 

“and the light end would.come on the weak 
bullock, while the stronger one had the heavy 
part of it on his shoulder.’ 

“Then his face lit up as he said: ‘That is 
why the yoke is easy and the burden is light— 
because the Lord’s yoke is made after the 
same pattern,.and the heavy end is upon his 
shoulder.’ ” 

“So shall ye find rest to your soul.'” 


‘it is very good 


PRAYING FOR THE COLD HEART. 
JACor a2) (301) 
“And there are diversities of operation; but 
it is the same God which worketh all in all.” 
A missionary to an isolated tribe in Central 
India was confronted by. a peculiar difficulty. 
There were no words in the native language 
for many of the Christian conceptions, and 
the missionary was afraid to use the English 
words, lest, when taken bodily into the lan- 
guage, they would have no meaning for the 
people. So he was led to make many shifts 
to express the ideas he wanted to convey. 
When he came to the words “Holy Spirit” 
his difficulties reached a climax. There were 
no such words in the native language, and he 
could not explain them in terms of warmth 
and inspiration and zeal and fervor; because, 
living in a tropical country, where vitality was 
low, all of these conceptions were extremely 
distasteful to the people. Their word for 
“cold” however, by a curious transposition of 
ideas was the one which best expressed the 
idea he wanted to impress upon their minds. 
In their hot and exhausting climate, anything 
cold was pleasing and encouraging. So for 
“Holy” he took the word “cold,” and for 
“Spirit” he took their nearest word “heart,” 
and that tribe is still praying that the “Cold 
Heart” may come upon them. Could one 
imagine a stranger way of teaching the 
warmth and enthusiasm and fire which the 
mor Spirit engenders ?—George Frederic Wil- 
iams. 


‘railroad in Philadelphia. Mr. 


BENJAMIN BREWSTER’S REPLY. _ 
(302 
Here is an account, told by Henry J. Ers- 
kine of Philadelphia, of the only instance in 
which Benjamin H. Brewster, Attorney-Gen- 
eral of the United States during Gen. Arthur's 
administration, was ever taunted in court of 
the disfigurement of his face. It occurred dur- 
ing the trial of an important suit involving 
certain franchise rights of the Pennsylvania 
Brewster was 
then the chief counsel of the Pennsylvania 
company. The trial was a bitterly contested 
affair, and Brewster at every point got so much 
the best of the opposing counsel that by the 
time arguments commenced his leading adver- 
sary was in a white heat. In denouncing the 
railroad company this lawyer with his voice 
tremulous with anger, exclaimed: “This 
grasping corporation is as dark, devious, and 
scarified in its methods as is the face of its 
chief attorney and henchman, Benjamin 
Brewster!” ‘This violent outburst of rage and 
cruel invective was followed by a breathless 
stillness in the crowded court-room that was 
painful. Hundreds of pitying eyes were riveted 
on the poor, scarred face of Brewster, ex- 
pecting to see him spring from his chair and 
catch his heartless adversary by the throat. 
Never before had anyone referred to Mr. 
Brewster’s misfortune in such a way, or even 
in any terms, in his presence. Instead of 
springing at the man, and killing him like a 
dog, as the audience thought was his desert, 
Mr. Brewster slowly arose and spoke some- 
thing like this to the court: “Your Honor, 
in all my career as a lawyer I have never 
dealt in personalities, nor did I ever before 
feel called upon to explain the cause of my 
physical misfortune, but I will do so now. 
When a boy—and my mother, God bless her, - 
said I was a pretty boy—when a little boy, 
while playing around an open fire one day with 
a little sister, just beginning to toddle, she fell 
into the roaring flames. I rushed to her res- 
cue, pulled her out before she was seriously 
hurt, and fell into the fire myself. When they 
took me out oi'the coals my face was as black 
as that man’s heart.” The last sentence was 
spoken in a voice whose’ rage was that of a 
lion. It had an electrical effect, and the ap- 
plause that greeted it was superb, but in an 
instant turned to the most contempuous hisses. 
directed at the lawyer who had so cruelly 
wronged the great and lovable Brewster. That 
lawyer’s practice in. Philadelphia afterward 
dwindled to such insignificance that he had to 
leave the city,for a new field —From the Chi- 
cago Times. 


A SOUND SERMON. (303) 
“T see you have put a sounding board at the 
back of the minister’s pulpit,” said Baron; 
“what do you suppose that’s for?” Egbert re- 
plied: “Why, it’s to throw out the sound.” 
“Gracious!” said Baron, “If you throw put the 
sound, there wouldn’t be anything left to the 
sermon.” 
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Preacher's Scrap Book 


A LITTLE THING. (304) 
Canticles 2:15. 
A pen once lost me an order. JI had just 


worked up the executive of a large concern 
into a desire to buy. I had my contract form 
lying on his desk with my finger on the dotted 
line. He reached over toward his pen rack, 
took off a pen and plunged it into the ink- 
well. He turned to me with a frown on his 
face—the well was empty. 


I was ready with a fountain pen. The pen 


- uncapped, I handed it to him. He started to 


write; the ink would not flow. I took it and 
shook it. Again he made the attempt, with 
no result. 


“T will get one,” he said. So he stepped 
into the’ other room, Evidently someone 
stopped him’ with a question, for he did not 
come back for three minutes. Then he stood 
at his desk; he looked down at the contract. 


“T believe J had better think this matter 
over again,’ he said. And all the talk I put 
up could not budge kim. 

I had Jost a sale because my fountain pen 
was empty. Now one of my regular morn- 
ing duties, week in and week out, just as 
regular as my shave and my checking over 
of calls to be made, and the making out of 
my expense account, is filling my fountain 
pen.—James N. Bowen, in May “System.” 


(305) 
A sentence taken from one of Mrs. 
Wesley’s letters to John Wesley, when 
he was in college: “Would you judge 


of the lawfulness or the unlawfulness of 
a pleasure, take this rule: Whatever weak- 
ens your reason, impairs the tenderness of 
your conscience, obscures your sense of God, 
or takes off the relish of spiritual things; 
whatever increases the authority of your body 
over your mind—that thing, to you, is sin.” 


A CHRISTMAS RESOLUTION. (306) 


The resolution of Scrooge in Dickens’ 


- “Christmas Carol” is a good one: “I will honor 


Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all 
the year. I will live in the past, the present 
and the future. The spirit of all three shall 
strive within me. I will not shut out the les- 
sons they teach.” 


APPETITE OF SPIDERS. (307) 


The spider has a ravenous appetite, and his 
gormandizing defies all human competition. 
A scientist who carefully noted a spider’s con- 
sumption of food in twenty-four hours con- 
cluded that if the spider were built propor- 
tionately to the human scale, he would eat at 


- daybreak (approximately) a small alligator, 


7 a. m., a lamb; by 9 a. m, a young cam- 
elopard; by 1 p. m, a sheep, and would finish 
up with a lark pie in which there were one 


hundred and twenty birds—surely a good 


_ day’s feasting —Search-Light. 


P LINEN. (2083 
Do you know how the dainty bits of linen 
so much in use on our tables came to be called 
doylies? It appears that Sir Charles D’Oyly’s 
family once held the Castle of Oxford and 
very broad lands in the neighborhood, the ob- 
ligation being to defend the same against all 
comers, while the formal-act of homage was 
the presentation every year_to the king of 2 
small tablecloth to be used at dinner; hence 
the familiar word “doyly.”—East and West. 


MUSLIN. 
How did muslin derive its name? 
Muslin is so called from having first been 
manufactured at Mosul, or Moussul, a town in 
Turkish Asia. It was afterward made in In- 
dia and imported into England about 1670. 
About twenty years after, it was manufactured 


A NEW YEAR HOPE. (310) 

Long years ago, on a day of thick fog and 
pouring rain, I acsended a mountain by an 
old bridle-path over the slippery rocks. A 


(309) 


weary, disappointed company we were when 


we reached the cabin on the summit. But 
toward evening a mighty wind swept away 
the bank of mist, the body of the blue heavens 
stood out in its clearness, and before us was 
revealed the magnificent landscape stretching 
away to the sea. That scene was at the time, 
and has often been since, a sermon to my soul. 
It taught me that faith’s stairways are over 
steep and slippery rocks, often through blind- 
ing storms; but God never loses his hold on 
us, and if we can endure to the end he will yet 
bring us out into the clear shining after rain. 
50 a better to hope though the clouds run 
ow, 
_ And to keep the eye still lifted; 
For the clear blue sky will soon peep through 
When the thunder cloud is rifted.” 
—Theodore L. Cuyler, D. D. 


MEN vs. MACHINES (311) 
Finer webs, with more lasting and richer 
color, are wrought in poor Eastern huts than 
in the huge sounding manufactories whose 
black smoke trails across the sky. It was in a 
very humble home that the Perfect Man lived; 
and he has made the great success who, by 
patience and obedience in that which is least, 
has grown into the likeness of the Son of 
God —“Jan Maclaren.” 


HE STILL LIVES. (212) 

The words placed by the native Christians 
upon the simple marble slab above Titus 
Coan’s grave are these: 

He lived by faith. 
He still lives. 
Believest thou this? 

When the old Fiji king, Thakombau, died 
in 1886, the Fijt Times, the leading newspaper 
of the islands, said of him: “Since his con- 
version he has led a worthy life; and eminent 
before for tyranny, licentiousness, and disre- 
gard for human life, he has. since been free 


‘from reproach, chaste in conduct, and consid- 


erate of the people.”—C. E. World. 
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Pastoral Problems 


GETTING RESULTS FROM THE SUN- 
DAY SCHOOL FOR THE CHURCH. 


I know pastors very well—and I know 
. very few but that are concerned about the 
growth or lack of growth of their church. 

If I commanded a _ thousand evangelists, 
I could find places for them for two to four 
weeks, where $100 to $300 would be pledged 
for expenses of a revival which it is sup- 
posed would inject new life and add ten or 
twenty members to your church. 

You and I know of some churches that 
are growing. The reason is not always ap- 
parent. If you investigate thoroughly you 
will find that the growing churches have well 
organized Sunday Schools manned by _ in- 
telligent officers and self-sacrificing teachers, 
teachers who are alive and not merely doing 
their duty—teachers who enjoy their work. 

These Sunday Schools produce more in- 
telligent and more active church members 
than revivals do, and they produce a crop ev- 
ery year. The same amount of interest put 
into the selection of capable teachers, or the 
training of incapable teachers will produce 
twice the results of an ordinary revival. 

A revival often awakens the teachers of a 
Sunday School. If it does that a revival is 
worth while. Would you like to have an in- 
spiring evangelist address your Sunday School 
teachers personally? The most inspiring and 
soul-stirring speaker on the importance of 
live consecrated teaching in the Sunday 
School is Margaret Slattery. You could not 
secure her for a year to come for your Sun- 
day School at any price. The International 
Sunday School Convention failed to get her, 

But the World Evangel has secured her 
four most inspiring addresses—verbatim—and 
we are willing to send enough copies of Part 
I of “Living Teachers” to any pastor or su- 
perintendent who wants the teachers of his 
school aroused to their privileges and oppor- 
tunities and responsibilities, 

For there are grave responsibilities, and woe 
that blind teacher, who leads his or her 
pupils astray and both fall into a ditch, It 
were better that a mill-stone be hung around 
the neck of that teacher, 


BLANK NO. 1, 
F. M. Barton, Publisher, Cleveland, O. 
Please send me copies of Part I of 
Miss Slattery’s “Living Teachers.” I will 
distribute them to the following teachers: 


A CHANCE TO*TEST AN IMPORTANT 
HELP. 

A Washington, D. C, pastor who read the 
first page of Miss Slattery’s “Living Teach- 
ers” in the February number of The Expositor, 
wrote as follows: “Kindly send me a sample 
copy of The World Evangel. If the rest 
of it is like the contribution appearing in the 
February Expositor, a live Sunday School man 
needs it.” 

Yes, there is not one of our 10,000 preacher 
friends but needs The Evangel. First they 
need it for the exposition and comment on 
Bible texts; second, for Sunday School meth- 
ods and practice; third, for suggestions as 
to brief talks on the lesson, our preview and 
review being especially valuable. 

Any pastor reading The Evangel will catch 
the rhythm of the tread of this mighty army, 
a large part of which may be marched direet- 
ly into the church under careful leadership, 
instead of being mustered out, and a few 
years later drummed together as recruits at 
great cost. 

There are other magazines. But there is no 
other magazine which may select the very best 
specialists from different denominations. It 
would be strange if any one denomination had 
the very “best writers for all departments. 

The Evangel has to be interesting enough 
to be taken in addition to denominational 
helps. 

You need The Evangel for the ideas it will 
give you on developing Sunday School 
scholars into church members. You need it 
to read from it to your teachers at their 
teachers’ meeting, 

Another way that it can be used is to use 
the comment for material for prayer meeting 
addresses. This is practical because we com- 
ment on the entire lesson, not the small por- 
tion printed by most other teachers’ maiga- 
zines. The numbers for 1909 will make a 
Commentary on Acts that you wouldn’t take 
$2.00 for at the end of the year, 


SIGN THI® NO MONEY REQUIRED, 

F. M. Barton, Publisher, Cleveland, O. 

1, You may enter my name for 
Evangel for 1909, and add a charge of T 
to my Expositor subscription account, which 
I will pay when my Expositor subscription is 
due, or when I pay the Expositor bill, now 
due, 

Name Address, ...c4s sens i 

You may save 25c by signing this: 

2. You may enter my name for The 
Evangel for 1909, and renew my Expositor 
one year from date of expiration, for which 
I enclose $2.00, 

Name « Addresai .s.cke nes 

P. S. If this $2.00 reaches us hetore 
March 15 we will send “Moody's Life and 
Sermons” free. : : 

If The Evangel is not the most interesting 
Sunday School magazine published you may 
tell us after six months and we'll return the 


money you paid for it, = 
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THE LESSON INTERPRETED—From The World Evangel 


THE REY. J. H. JOWETT, M. A., BIRMINGHAM, ENGLAND 


Philip and the Ethiopian 
March 7. Acts 8: 26—40. 
1. Let me notice how busy the Spirit of the 

Lord is with the evangelist Philip. The 
Spirit is the busiest worker in the nar- 
rative. He is like the mysterious Ariel 
in Shakespeare’s “Tempest,” working 
invisibly here, there, and everywhere. 

1 First, He gives Philip general guid- 
ance. “Arise, and go toward the 
South.” He creates a certain trend 
or tendency in the life. He starts us 
upon journeys whose precise endings 
are still unknown. 

2 Then, secondly, He gives Philip par- 
ticular guidance. “Go near, and join 
thyself to this chariot.” And so the 
Spirit is both “a light unto my path,” 
and “a lamp unto my feet.’ 

3. If I, too, would have the constant 
guidance of the Spirit, three things 
are always needful: 

(1) I must keep sensitive toward God. 
.To this end I must pray and 
praise without ceasing. 

(2) I must listen for His voice. His 
voice is always “the upward 
calling.” I must hearken to my 
conscience, and to the quiet 
whisperings in my soul. 

(3) I must obey the voice. For every 
time I obey I improve my organ 
of hearing, and the Spirit can 
tell me deeper secrets. 

II. Let me further notice the strange lead- 
ing of the Spirit. 

Philip was very busy in Samaria, evan- 
gelizing vast masses of people, and 
winning them to the Lord. And 
mark how startling is the action of 
the Spirit. 

1. He removes Philip from crowded Sama- 
ria to the desert! 

How unlike what we should have done! 
2. He removes him from the teeming multi- 

tude to the solitary individual! 

(1) Recall what time and patience our 
Lord spent with individuals: Nico- 
demus, the woman of Samaria, etc. 

(2) The more obscure work is often the 
most influential. It may be the will 
of the Spirit that you should “peg 
away” at some one boy or girl in 
the school, or in the shop, and by 
chivalrous kindness and devotion 
win them for higher things. 

‘III Let me note how the evangelist won 
the Ethiopian. 

1 It was a case of mental darkness and 
perplexity. Philip brought the light 
of life. 

2 The Ethiopian had the lock: 
brought the key. 

3 And in the gospel of the grace of Jesus 
we have the key that will turn 
every lock and open every door: It 
will unlock guilt, sorrow, death! 

4 And every one is called to carry the 
lamp and the key. We are called 
“to open the prison to them that are 
bound.” 


i Aeneas and Dorcas 
March 14. Acts 9: 31—43. 
I find in this narrative two conspicuous 
examples of what the grace of Jesus can do 
for humanity. It can make noble and endur- 
ing men, and it can make gracious and self- 
sacrificing women. 


Philip 


I. CHRISTIANITY MAKES NOBLE MEN. 


I am persuaded that this poor cripple, 
Aeneas, was one of the little band of saints 
whom Peter found at Lydda. The word of 
grace had reached this imprisoned soul, and 
within his benumbed and broken body he was 
feasting on “the joy of the Lord.” 


1. He had been a paralytic for eight years. 
Think how long-continued ailments act 
upon men. They are apt to make them 
hopeless, rebellious, bitter, and _irri- 
table. They tend to make them self-con- 
tered, self-contained, full of frown 
against God and man, 


2. -But here is Aeneas, a _ saint! Which 
means that he had (1) faith, his heart 
being open to the Lord: and (2) love, 
his heart being open to man, and (3) 
hope, his soul being filled with bright- 
ness, geniality and cheer. A lit-up crip- 
ple, who could sing “songs in the 
night!” 

3. And so Christianity makes moral heroes. 
And moral heroism is the finest sort of 
heroism. It is one thing to be brave, 
when the air is full of excitement, and 
comrades are near, and the band is play- 
ing! It is another thing to be brave 
in a crippled body, brave in sickness, 
brave in some great disappointment! 

The religion of Jesus makes manly 
saints—not prigs—but men who live 
clean, sweet, strong lives when the odds 


seem terribly against them. Men who 
“will never say die!” 
Il, CHRISTIANITY MAKES GLORIOUS 
WOMEN. 
This woman, Dorcas, was “full of good 


works and almsdeeds which she did.” 


1. There is no beauty like the beauty of 
goodness. We strain after another sort 
of beauty,—of skin, and dress, and de- 
portment, but this is the only beauty 
worth the name, the only beauty which 
endures. It is a bloom which rests on 
extreme old age as well as on early 
youth, 

2. When there is an angel in the heart there 
will be grace and graciousness in the 
life. When God dwells in the soul “the 
beauty of the Lord” will be upon us. 

So what we want is heart-culture. 
We want as much attention to be given 
to the soul as to the clothes! If we 
make room for the Saviour, he will 
transform us into His own likeness. 


3. And how sure is the influence of a beau- 
tiful life! How touching is the scene 
when the friends of Dorcas are showing 
“the coats and garments” which she 
made! How fragrant was her life even 
when she had gone! 

This is the only fame worth having, 
to have our kindness remembered even 
after we have gone home. 


4. If the Lord called me home today, should 
I leave a fragrance behind? Would 
there be anything for anybody to show? 
What would there be to talk about? 


Review 
March 21. Acts 8: 4. 
When I let my mind retrace the stirring 
doings recorded in our recent lessons three 
things stand out in impressive emphasis. 


SUITABLE FOR PRAYER MEETING 
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THE LESSON INTERPRETED—Continued 


I. THE CONTINUOUS RECEPTION OF DI- 
VINE POWER, 

1, There was first the great outpouring of 
power on the day of Pentecost. That 
power made mighty men of obscurities, 
and set them doing wonders before the 
people, 

2, But Pentecost did not stand alone. Again 
and again the power was given. Indeed 
it was #0 constantly given that the 
apostles were constantly “full,” They 
contineed praying, and so they were al- 
ways filling: as they gave out power 
they aiso took it in. 

2 This IT must remember in the Christian 
life. It is not enough to receive one 
baptism of power: it must be continu- 
ous, 

(1) Ilius, A drinking-trough by the way- 
side connected with the springs in 
the hills. A ball-tap arrangement. 
As g00n a8 the beast begins to drink 
the water beging to flow in, and so 
the trough is always full. When the 
emptying begins the filling begins 


also! 
(2) Illus. The troliey-pole on our elec- 
tric cars. It is like a hand gripping 


the connection with the power-house! 
So long as it grips, power flows. 
Prayer i#¢ the grip! If I “pray with- 
out ceasing’ the power will never 
fail, 
THE CONTINUAL INCREASE OF DIF- 
KICULTY, 

Anyone who has read these early chapters 
must have felt that the difficulty and an- 
tagonism were increasing every day. I should 
have thought the work might have got easier 
with time, but that is not the experience of 
the noble servants of God. How is it? 

1. The Lord rewards our conquest of one 
difficuity by the presentation of another, 
and that a bigger one, The Lord never 
rewards good work by ease but by 
larger opportunity. If, ease were given 
as the prize of service, attainment would 
make us smaller men. 

2. Vivery conquest of difficulty fits us for a 

bigger task. When I conquer a difficul- 

ty 1 add the power of that difficulty to 
my moral strength Every difficulty 
has so much force in it and when I 
conquer it I suck that force itito my 
own life, Now, boys, that difficulty is 
in front of yout Suck its life-blood, 
and become that much the stronger! 
“From victory to victory His army He 
doth lead!” 

2 And #0 we must interpret difficult tasks 

as signs of our gréwth, signal honors 

of the grace and favor of God. 

THE COSTINUED CHOWTH OF THE 

KINGDOM OF GOD, 

When tmen are “full” of holy power, and 
their capacity for “fulness” is ever increas- 
ing, the Kingdom must expand. In spite of 
threats, and persecutions, and imprisonment! 
The Kingdom will spread like sacred fire. 
We began in Jerusalem: we are now in Sa- 


i. 


i. 


maria: we shall go on “to the uttermost 
parts of the earth.” 

Temperance 
March 24. Prov, 2%: 29-35. 


We are to look at the perils of intermper- 
ance, They are almost as wide and varied 
aa the immense area of human desolation 
and woe. But I will confine the survey to 
the field of destruction unfolded in the aw- 
fully significant words of the Prov 


I, LOOK AT THE FASCINATION OF THE 
Cur, 


It must be very fascinating, or such vast 
multitudes would never be snared, What is 
it which captures them? 

1. The physical fascination. 

(1) As a thing to look at! 
color, its sparkle, 
ment! (v. 13.) 
the palate. 

(2) As a stimulant! Its effects run 
through the body Jike fire. It gives 
its own sparkle and life to the 
weary faculties and powers, and it 
makes men feel quite bright and 
new again. But it is unhallowed 
fire: it burns the furniture to feed 
the flame! 

(3) As men become more and more its 
victims, its fascination is over- 
whelming! The mere thought of it 
makes men run to it! The sight of 
it is paralyzing! The smell of it 
acts like mesmerism. 

2, The socinl fascination. 

It is considered a sociable thing to “have 
drinks” together. It brightens the con- 
versation. To sit in the company with- 
out drinking is to be outside the social 
circle. “Don't be unsociable!” And by 
that enticement many a man entérs the 
perilous road. 


i, LOOK AT THE DEADLINESS OF THE 
4 CUP. 


“At the last it biteth like a serpent, and 
stingeth like an adder.” (v. 32.) The fascina- 
tion ig deadly because it is the minister of 
death, 

The devil's subtiest poisons are hidden in 
seemingly innocent fascinations. “Just to 
be sociable!” Who would think that a ser- 
pent was coiled up in that friendly inter- 
course? “It's a good creature of God!" Who 
would think that an adder was lurking in 
that seeming plety? Of all temptations 
where the devil hides his hand this of 
drinking is I think the most deceptive! 
Watch some young freshmen at one of our 
Universities, as he is tempted to take his 
first wine, and then look at a drunkard, and 
mark well how the devil hides his hand. He 
will deceive you with a most chaste goblet, 
or with the most charming and insidious 
words of comrgdeship? But the death Is 
there! 


i, LOOK AT THE DESTRUCTIVENESS 
OF THE CUP. 


I will mention only three things, but they 
are terrible in, their desolation. 

1. It destroys bodily health. The highest 

medical science now confirms the com- 

mon experience, and declares that in- 


Its light, its 
its living move- 
All this appeals to 


toxicants are not the friends of fine 


vitality. 

2. It destroys moral judgment. 
(1) It makes men silly In thought. They 
become as one who “lies down in the 
midst of the sea.” They don't know 
what they are doing. It destroys the 

glorious crown of reason. 
(2) It makes men foolish in speech, “Who 
hath babbling.” It turns a man inte. 
a baby! 


% It destroys social happiness. Dronkens 


ness goes through social life like some — 
wild beast in a jJeweler’s shop! What it 


leaves in its track is told in the — 
verse:— “woe,” “sorrow:” “content 
“wounds.” 


’ 
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The Value of a Series of 
Lectures 


Many people become indifferent regarding 
church attendance because they lose inter- 
est in the sermon and im the preacher. It 
is often true that when the preacher an- 
nounces his theme, or his text, many of his 
auditors know ‘at once: about what he will 
say. 

Unless they are very pious people they will 
not listen well, and consequently will not re- 
tain the meat of the lesson. Their minds 
wander. A business man once remarked that 
during his pastor’s sermons he planned his 
Monday's business! 

Then, too, a preacher often unconsciously 
gets into a rut. He announces his subject 
and his text im a similar manner each Sun- 
day. His sermon is always divided into so 
many heads, and it almost always closes with 
@ piece of poetry. 

Now what this preacier needs is a change 
of tactics, He may arrange for a series of 
lectures. In the first place the name is dif- 
ferent. The method of treatment is also dif- 
ferent. No text need he selected. The topic 
discussed need not even be distinctivly re- 


—— | 
The Sunday 


The very abundance of results in these lat- 
ter days is a rebuke to careless Christian work- 
ers. Why are we having the joy of witnessing 
the marvelous present day victorious advance 
of the temperance army, the aggressive force 
f which is largely exercised by our Anti-Sa- 
League? It is the natural reaping from 
sown in the homes and Sunday schools 
W. C. T. U. meetings for more than 
tion past. The boys are now men and 
te not only at the polls but in the 
councils, and it is truly the church 
that make the leadership of today. There 
hardly be named & more intensely in- 
study than the progress now being 
in the work of crowding the saloon to 
wall or increasing the area of territory 
no license or prohibition laws. 
Another phase of the marked fruitage from 
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association enterprises, and all as “the fruit of 
careful sowing and patient cultivation through 

_ the advocacy, in season and out, of the prin- 
iple of giving.” Note that this is not the 


of . but of the inculca- 

teacher of the way of life, the 
teacher in the 
the sympathetic 
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The following series announced on an at- 
tractive card, was successfully delivered in 
Columbus by Dr. Patterson in) the First 
Presbyterian church: 

THE SLIME PITS OF SODOM. 

“Beginning Sunday evening, January th, 
the pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
will deliver a series of Sunday evening lec- 
tures on the following subjects : 

l. The Slime Pits of the Streets. 

2 The Slime Pits of the Printing Press: 
Reading that ensnares. 


3. The Slime Pits of Sensuality: Pleas- 
ures that kill, 
4. The Slime Pits of Business: Commer- 


cial dishonesty, 

5. The Slime Pits of the Saloon: 
dangers ef gambling and tippling.” 

Many people who do not habitually attend 
church will see the announcement and plan 
to attend. If the first lecture is really in- 
teresting, and not over thirty minutes long, 
the people who hear it will plan to attend 
the whole course. During this time a habit 
of church going is started, at least, and it 
may develop into something permanent, 

Besides this the preacher has an opportun- 
ity to read along new lines. It saves him 
from being dull, and broadens his field of 
vision. 


School: Lever 


THE “GETTING TOGETHER” IDEA. 

It is growing. Not even the cry of “Too 
much organization” can stop it. To the sane 
particularly in the matter of practical instruc- 
tion and education in Sunday school methods, 
“ the enlarging and intensifying movement 

ue, 

Putting denominational Sunday school ex- 
perts in the field is one of the greatest direct 
results, for be it remembered this is a quite 
different thing from. putting Sunday school 
missionaries in the field—an older work. Now 
comes a new agitation for getting the Sunday 
school workers of the great Presbyterian 
Church together for conference and Sunday 
school instruction, Very good; so let it be; 
and God speed! Just as there is a force back 
of a denominational Sunday school that is 
lacking in an interdenominational or union 
Sunday school, so there is an added power and 
effectiveness to a denominational institute for 
the training of teachers. A truly broad Chris- 
tian will not admit this to be an essential fact 
but only a practical fact. So, as an advocate 
of the great interdenominational work, we hail 
with delight any movement that will bring the 
Sunday school superintendents of a denomina- 
tion, as the [Westminster Teacher proposes for 
the Presbyterians, into such conventions and . 
institutes as may have back of them all the 
power and authority of the given denomina- 
tional body, It is our conviction that such de- 
nominational Sunday school conventions will 
both directly benefit the schools and increase 
the attendance and profitableness of our inter- 
denominational conventions, which will in turn 


The 


to expect and the same privilege of gathering back additional helpfulness to the schools 
__ the fruit, of seeing the boys and girls coming of thi 1¢ denomination. The very fact of 
_ im troops into the Kingdom, as in fact they developing some particularly good things in 
ing in many quarters. their inational gathering will lay upon 
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both the desire and the obligation to come into 
the general conventions and tell us all so we 
can use the good things. This is the Sunday 
school way, the prevalent Sunday school spirit. 

And right here appears again the far-reach- 
ing benefit of our interdenominational .organ- 
ized Sunday school associations, which afford 


the only agency for getting from the one and, 


giving to the many. For a long time to come 
it will be true that the separate denomination 
is not strong enough to hold very strong con- 
ventions alone in county and township, even if 
able to do so by states; so the interdenomina- 
tional convention and institute remain an ab- 
solute necessity. But if the interdenomina- 
tional organization had never given us the les- 
son system with all its wealth of helpful liter- 
ature not otherwise possible, it is worth its 
cost for what it has done to stimulate denom- 
inational effort at Sunday school improvement. 


A DEFINITE RESPONSIBILITY. 


One of the reasons why a given Sunday 
school or church, is not meeting its responsi- 
bility in a community is because the authori- 
ties have not sat down and carefully estimated 
its measure of responsibility. The action of 
the Presbyterian men in the recent missionary 
conference at Omaha, in very carefully esti- 
mating that their church is responsible for 
carrying the gospel to one hundred millions of 
fully planning to meet that responsibility, is 
the unreached heathen, and then just as care- 
the finest and largest example of modern 
times. If at a meeting of pastor, officers and 
teachers there could be some such careful con- 
siderations of a given neighborhood,—the 
number of Sunday schools, their relative 
strength and opportunity, and so on—there 
could be reached a definite decision as to meas- 
ure of responsibility. For the leaders in a 
Sunday school to prayerfully and deliberately 
decide and then announce to all the workers: 
“This Sunday school is responsible for reach- 
ing 350 more of the unreached of this section 
of our town,’ would result in just about that 
increase in membership if that school really 
desired to accomplish that result. We must 
cry out, The Evangelization of the World, but 
we must also say and work hard for The 
Evangelization of This Neighborhood. 


AN ADULT BIBLE SCHOOL IN 
LONDON. 


Dr. Wilbur F. Crafts writes that while in 
London on a reform mission he visited at 
Bunhill Fields, the most famous of the many 
“adult schools,” the first of which was es- 
‘tablished in 1806, about the same time as the 
Bible Society. About two hundred working- 
men met at § a. m., opening with Sankey 
songs, followed by prayer and a short talk, this 
time on “Moral Lessons from Dickens,” con- 
sisting of readings and remarks by one of 
the men, which was intellectually and moral- 
ly profitable. This led to the Bible theme, 
“National Obligation to Restrain Intemper- 
ance,” one of four successive Bible studies 
on “Citizenship,” 


For the Bible study the men scattered to 
class rooms. In each room after reading the 
Bible passage, Rom. 14, a verse by each man 
so far as they went, one of the men by ap- 
pointment, opened the subject in a ten min- 
utes talk—far better than having the leader 
start right into a Bible lecture as is too cus- 
tomary in American Bible classes. The lead- 
er supplemented the opening by less than ten 
minutes more of general introduction and 
then all were invited to participate. The 
time was well used in three’ minute talks, 
some rising, some sitting. Apart from the 
religious benefit there was mental profit in 
training for conversation and public speak- 
ing. At the close all gathered again to sing} 
and pray and hear reports and a concluding 
address. whose geod points were applauded 
with a freedom that helps the service with 
such a company by eliminating eccleciastical 
stiffness. Dr. Crafts thinks most of the men 
thus gathered would not have come to “Sun- 
day school” eyen though invited to adult 
classes because it is regarded as a “children’s 
affair” and the general addresses are com- 
monly addressed to ‘dear little children.” 
The ideal is to have all adults at the church’s 
teaching service and all the children at the 
preaching service. As the Y. M. C. A. finds 

“men’s meetings” will bring many who will 
not attend a “mixed meeting,” so it is worth 
trying whether in our larger cities “Adult 
Bible schools,” wholly for men as in Bunhill 
Fields, or for men and women, might not 
gather some who are now unreached evén by 
preaching because their personality is not 
sufficiently enlisted. 


One of the many annexes of the “Adult 
school” is the “Bunhill Parliament,’ with its 
bewigged and begowned ‘“‘speaker’’ and 
“clerks,” which discusses in solemn earnest 
the great issues before the Imperial Parlia- 
ment. One bill recently discussed and passed 
and printed by the ‘““‘Workmen’s parliament” 
is “for the abolition of the opium trade be- 
tween India and China.” These social and 
intellectual gatherings of the “workingman’s 
club” in a church in place of a public house, 
solve in some measure the question of how 
the church can feach the workingmen. Any 
whe desire further information should write 
to Philip B. Baker, Ravenswood, 16 Mad- 
stone Road, Brondesbury, N. W., London, 
England. 


He forced him not; he touched him not; 
only said, ‘Cast thyself down’; that we may 
know that whosoever obeyeth the devil cast- 
eth himself down, for the devil may suggest 
—compel he cannot.—St. Chrysostom, 


Young America is far more familiar with 
Buster Brown and Tige than with Daniel in 
the Lion’s Den, or David and Goliath, 


There is no use in praying to God about 
our difficulties if we mean to keep on fretting 
about them.—Matthew Simpson. 


Responsibility is not for but for 


results, 
choice.—S, Chadwick, : 
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THE ECCLESIASTICAL YEAR—-MARCH 


G. B, F. HALLOCK, D. D. 


DECISION DAY 


An annual Decision Day has already by very 
general usage been established for our Sun- 
day Schools in the month of March. An ob- 
jection raised against this Decision Day is 
that it endangers the continual force of the 
Spirit’s call, “Behold, now is the accepted 
time; and behold, now is the day of salva- 
tion.” Such a special day must be guarded 
lest the children be given the impression that 
God’s call is an annual rather than an ever 
imperative invitation. But it will be the fault 
of parents, teachers and pastors if they ever 
get such an impression as that. Of course 
every day should be decision day if possible; 
nevertheless, there is unmistakable value in 
a definite day. The attention of the scholar 
is called to his or her duty and privilege by 
this anniversary. The attention of the 
teacher is also called to his or her obliga- 
tion to see that every member of the class is 
definitely committed to a confession of Christ. 


There is something to work for and some- 
thing to pray for on the part of both the 
teacher and the scholar. Without a Decision 
Day the temptation to postpone or put off 
definite effort is powerful, With a Decision 
Day and a special object to work for, definite 
objects can be expected if sought with the 
divine blessing. 


Of all meetings or opportunities in the 
Church, or the world, the most inviting field 
for winning souls is the Sabbath School. 


1. A larger number of unconverted souls 
attend the Bible School than any other 
church service. This is the general rule. 


2. As a rule the unconverted in the Sab- 
bath Schoo] are composed of boys and girls— 
young people. These are far likelier to be 
won to Christ than any other class. 


3. The fact is, there are many children in 
our classes who are simply undeveloped 
Christians. It is the heavenly task of the 
teacher to help the child determine his rela- 
tions to Christ, and to develop in him the 
Christian life planted by the Holy Spirit. 


4. The presence in the school, and in al- 
most every class of numbers of youths who 
have found Christ as their Saviour; who have 
confessed Christ as their Lord, and are re- 
joicing in him, is a wonderful encourage- 
ment and help to the teachers in winning 
others. 


5. It often occurs that the teacher, ear- 
nest for the salvation of his scholars, finds 
that the blessed Spirit has gone before him. 
Some of his scholars have been so touched 
by Him that they want to know what they 
must do to be saved, 


6. The hearts of all children are more ten- 
der, and are more responsive to Jesus’ love 
than those of adults. The child will accept 
Christ with a faith more simple than the 
grown-up person. It is easier for the child 
to love than for an adult; and the child can 
more readily learn to love Jesus. They have 
not been hardened by sin or by rejection of 
Christ. 

Therefore, the word which should sound in 
every teacher's ear is, “Now.” “Now is the 
accepted time, now is the day of salvation.” 
“Now,” while we have them in our classes; 
“Now,” while they are impressible; "Now," 
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while they are like melted wax to our touch; 
“Now,” while they are looking’ to us to lead 
them to Jesus; “Now,” before the evil days of 
sin’s tyrannical habit has come. “Bring them 
unto me,” says Christ. 


Youth come to our Bible Schools under- 
standing that the purpose of these schools is 
to lead them to Christ. Most of them ex- 
pect their teachers to do this, They are con- 
fused over the hesitancy and neglect of their 
instructors. Some of them are secretly dis- 
appointed over their teacher’s indifference as 
to their salvation. 


These young people have gradually come 
to esteem and love their teachers; these 
teachers therefore are most favorably sit- 
uated to win them to Christ. 


The text-book in the hands of teacher and 
scholar is the Bible. This is the very means 
which the Holy Spirit chooses to convert and 
save sinners. Many of the International Les- 
sons selected from this word present Jesus 
Christ as the Saviour of sinners so clearly, 
so divinely, that it would seem impossible for 
a thorough Christian teacher to teach them 
without making.a loving appeal to scholars to 
come to Christ. How can the teachers fail 
to win the souls of the scholars when they 
have the best opportunity in the world? Yet 
teachers do fail to win souls, 


It is cause for gratitude to God that the 
teachers in our Bible schools win tens of 
thousands of their scholars to Christ and his 
Church every year. But what of the others? 
Reliable statistics show that out of every five 
scholars in our Sabbath School in general, 
while two are saved to Christ, three go out 
unsaved. Three-fifths of Sabbath School 
members are never won, are lost forever. 
Our Lord Jesus only gets two-fifths of his 
lambs that are in his own folds. While we 
praise God for the two-fifths, we mourn and 
will not be comforted over the youths who 
have gone into the outer darkness in the same 
time. 


TEXTS AND THEMES. 


When to Believe. “Choose you this day 
whom you will serve.” Josh, 24:15. 

The Feast is Religion. _“Come, for all 
things are now ready.” Luke 14:17. 

The Accepted Time. “Behold now is the 


accepted time, behold now is the day of sal- 
vation.” 2 Cor. 6: 2. 


“Remember Jesus Christ.” I, Why? Be- 
cause Jesus Christ loves you and died for 
you. “This is a faithful saying and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Jesus Christ came into 
the world to save sinners.’’.—1 Tim. 1:15. 


If, How? 1. By receiving him. “As 
many as received him, té them gave he power 
to become the sons of God,”—Jno. 1, 12. To 
receive Christ means to accept the sacrifice 
that he made for you by his death on Cal- 
vary. 


2. By confessing him. ‘If thou shalt con- 
fess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath raised 
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved."— 
Rom. 10; 9. 


When? Now. Eyer. 


What is a Christian? I. God’s child for 
affection. “Now are ye the sons of God.”— 
1 John 3:1, 2, Il. God’s friend for Com- 
munion, “I have called you friends.”—John 
15:15. Ill. God’s treasure for possession. 
“Chogen to be special people.”—Deut. 7: 6. 
IV. God’s property for use. “Ye are not your 
own.”’—1 Cor. 6: 19.—Rev. C. E. Winchester. 


The Open Door. John 10:9. The open 
door to the palace of grace is Jesus. Christ 
is the door. This door is— I. The door of 
salvation. Therefore it is near. If. The 
door of safety. Therefore it shuts in. III. 
The door of privilege. Therefore it is open. 
IV. The door of opportunity. But it shuts 
up. V. The door of separation. So it 
shuts out—Rev. C. E. Winchester. 

The Wonderful, “And his name shall be 
called Wonderful.” Isa. 9:6. Old Testament 
names are full of meaning, and generally 
express some feature of the character, life, 
or service of the persons who bear them. 
There is a Name which is above every name, 
and that one is Jesus. But there is another 
very precious name of his, and that is Won- 
derful. He has—I. A wonderful eye to see 
us. His sympathy. II. A wonderful ear to 


iil. 


hear us. His solicitude. III. A wonderful 
heart to love us. His salvation. IV. A won- 
derful hand to hold us. His strength. V. 
A wonderful word to cheer us. His support. 


VI. A wonderful spirit to guide us. His 
Spirit. Vil. A wonderful home to receive 
us. His satisfaction.—Charles Edwards. 


The Seeker. Jesus is, I. The Seeing One. 


John 1:48 II. The Seeking One. Luke 
19:10. I. The Searching One. John 4:19, 
29. IV. The Saving One. ‘Luke 15:4, 7. 


ACCOUNTABILITY. 


It must be accepted as true that when a 
child has reached the age of accountability, 
where he may intelligently accept or reject 
Christ ag a Saviour, he needs Christ in order 
that he may be saved. “There is none other 
name under Heaven or among men whereby 
we must be saved.” This text applies to a 
child having reached the age of accountabil- 
ity as well as to those older in years. If we 
do not accept this statement we shall not be 
much concerned about their souls. 


PAST REDEMPTION POINT. 


We do not know just when our children 
may reach the point of responsibility. It is 
said that in the Niagara River there is one 
point called “Past Redemption Point,” and 
that if one reaches and passes this place, he 
is hurried on to the Rapids and the chances 
are all against his life being saved. We do 
not know at what age our children may pass 
this point in their lives, 


This being true. it is wise for us to present 
Christ to them as a Saviour very early in 
their lives. It is said that the cannon ball 
passing through a four-foot bore of the 
cannon receives its impulse for the whole 
course it is to travel and the statement has 
been made that the Catholic authorities have 
gaid: “If you will give us your children for 
the first nine years of their lives, you can 
never win them away from us.” It is there- 
fore doubtless true that many a child receives 
impressions before he is ten years of age 
that determine the whole course of his after 
life. What an awful responsibility not to 
present Christ to him as Saviour and Keeper. 


The history of the church proves that many 


of those who have been the real pillars in 
* the house of God came to an acceptance of 


Christ. before the age of twelve yeats. So, 
whatever may be our individual opinion con- 
cerning the conversion of children, God said: 
“Suffer, the little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not, for such is the king- 
dom of Heaven.”—Rev. J. Wilbur Chapman, 
bys : 


DECISION DAY CARDS. 


There is a passage in Isaiah which seems 
to give Scriptural warrant for the use of De- 
cision cards. It is found in Isaiah, 44: 3-5; 
“I will pour my Spirit upon thy seed and my 
blessing upon thine offspring, and they shall 
spring up as among the grass, and as willows 
by the water courses. One shall say I am the 
Lord’s; and another shall call himself by the 
name.of Jacob; and another—shall subscribe 
with his hand unto the Lord, and surname 
himself by the name of Israel.” Indeed, this 
entire passage seems to be Jehovah’s word of 
encouragement to our Sabbath School work- 
ers during Decision Days. 


THE GREAT DAY. 


The Sabbath morning dawns, ushered in by 
the prayers and affectionate anticipations of 
the entire people. Surely no pastor will fail 
to make a most profound impression during 
the morning service! The conduct of the 
school that day should be under the direction 
of the pastor and superintendent. “A stranger 
intermeddleth not with their joy.” And, how- 
ever proper it may be to invite a neighboring 
pastor or other Christian worker to be pres- 
ent and assist, the shepherd of the flock must 
gather, tend and feed the sheep and the 
lambs. ) 

Of course the hymns will be among the 
most tender and exalted. It may be well to 
lay aside the lesson of the day and to devote 
the entire time to a very simple, unmistakable 
setting forth of Christ Jesus as the Saviour, 
and the way of coming to him. . 

If thought wise, at the close of this ad- 
dress, which should not be over twelve min- 


utes in length, the classes may be turned over ._ 


to the teachers with a request that the one 
subject of conversation and instruction in the 
class shall be the personal relation of each 
scholar to the Lord Jesus. 

YVeachers might well be furnished with De- 
cision cards. Full opportunity should be 
given to the scholars deliberately to sign 
these cards, A.#td, while the teacher is affec- 
tilonately interested, he should not use undue 
pressure to obtain hurried signatures. In- 
deed, if any of the scholars desire to take the 
cards home and to consider the matter more 
fully, or to consult their fathers and mothers 
before signing, they should be encouraged to 
do so, 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT CARD, 
I do acknowledge Jesus Christ is my Saviour, 
It is my honest purpose to serve Him 


all my life. 
Aeholar’s MAMe: voices x vie p Keane eon wee i 
POAT ORR 6.5 aie s cies in acoso petdacns quae ow 4 mae 
Teacher’s Name ....6..0¢see.008 weer 
WIOEGN < ora sdwas od dae esove Clase NO... c. commen 


ORGANIZE A COMMUNION CLASS. 


At the close of the tender and joyous De- 
cision Day service, all those who have signed 
cards, and others too, should be gathered by 
the help of their teachers into a meeting for 
the creation of a Communion Class. The 
faithful pastor will desire immediately to see 
those who have taken their first step in con- 
fessing the Lord Jesus, and to give them his 
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cheering words. He will desire to form them 
into his own special class. He will have the 

. assistance of the superintendent and the other 
workers. The name and address of each mem- 
ber of the class will be recorded. They will 
be given some specific words of cheer and 
Suidance, and announcement will be made of 
the regular meetings of this class and of the 
general outline of the matters to be consid- 
ered. Here the pastor will find his best quein 
of vantage. Here he can meet the young in- 
quirers and these whe have decided for Christ, 
and, instead of seeing them hurried without 
intelligent preparation for admission into the 
Church, he can give them explicit words of 
instruction and suidance concerning the vital 
Matters of sin and salvation. the need of a 
Saviour; the work of the Holy Spirit in our 
behalf; the true nature of repentance and 
faith: what is involved in an open confession 
ef Christ: and preparation for the holy com- 
munion; the duties of church members; pray- 
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er and the study of God’s word; and subjects 
of like importance, so that when his lambs 
are received into the fold he may feel that 
they have come prepared. 

The unspeakable advantage of such classes 
—<«all them communion, catechetical, pastor’s 
preparatory, or by whatever name—has been 
demonstrated by the experience of all Chris- 
tian ministers, e 


DECISION DAY REPORT. 
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The Report of Decision Day is as follows: 


LAMENT OF THE UNFAITHFUL. 
“Must I go and empty handed 
Must I meet my Saviour so? 
Not ene soul with which to greet him, 
Must I empty handed go?” 


LENTEN EVANGELISM 


More and more the Lenten Season is being 
used in the churches for evangelistic serv- 
iees. Tt is a time of comparative quiet in 
the business world. and especially so in the 
social world. It is a time when many hearts 
are turned toward religion, and many 
thoughts to religious themes. Brethren, let 
_ us use this opportunity to the fullest extent. 


RBVIVALS. 
2 Chronicles, 30. 


I. What is a revival? A season of special 


interest and activity im religion, just as a” 


revital in business is a season of increased 
activity and profit. 

Christians experience revivals. Conversion 
ef the unsaved-are the fruits of revivals 
Ir Are revivals desirable? 

1. Yes, from the warrant of Bible his- 
tory. Acts 1:14, Acts 2:1-14, Acts 19:$-20, 

2 Yes, from their good results shown 
im past and recent Church history. 

3. Yes, from the constitution of human 
nature. The tendency to become absorbed 
in worldly things, te grow cold in reli- 
gion, ete. 

4. Yes, from their tendency to deepen 
the spirituality of the Church and min- 
istry. 

5. Yes, from the character of the con- 
wersions im revivals. Because they hear 
the plainest, most practical and mest 


searching gospel truths, and are usually . 


set immediately at work. Persons con- 
verted in times of revival are as a rule 
more active and consecrated than these 
coming into the Church at other times. 
Til How to promote them? Tel? some of 
the many ways.—H. 


7 A CALL TO THE INACTIVE. 


“Go work today in my vineyard.” Matt. 21:28. 

Many Christians are imactive because they 
feel weak. When asked to engage in active 
effort for Christ they say that they would 
like to doe so, but give their spiritual short- 


a4 comings as excuses. Teo discover some of 


the causes and to learn seme of the cures 
for their sickly condition may prove helpful 
many. 
LL One says, “I am so frequently falling 
> sin.” 


P-. 
‘a 


There are causes for this—what are they? 
Read 1 Tim. 3:6. 1 Tim. 6:9, Jas. 1:14. There 
are causes—seek them. Read Matt. 26: 41, 
Psa. 119: 11, Luke 22: $2. 

2. Another says, “My prayers are so for- 
mal and intellectual.” Cause? Cure? 

3. Another says. “I don't love the Bible 
as I ought.” Cause? Cure? 

4. Amother says, “I cannot make a prayer 
in public, or speak in meeting.” Cause? 
Cure? 

5. Another says, “I don’t Know how te 
appreach unsaved people.” Read 2 Tim, 2:34, 
Isa. 50:4, 1 Cor. 13:8, 1 Cor. 9:22.—H. 


WHAT TIME IS IT? 


“Tt is time to seek the Lord.” Hos, 10:12. 

I. It is time to seek the Lord. A call to 
the sinner. 

Il. It is high time to awake out of sleep. 
Rom. 13:11. A warning to the saint. 

Ii. It is timie for thee, Lord, to work. 
Ps. 1197126. A prayer to the Lord. 


Time was is past, thou canst not it recall; 

Time is thou-hast: employ the portion small; 

Time future is not, and may never be; 

Time present is the only time for thee, 
—Rey. Charles Edwards. 


“SEEK AND YE SHALL FIND.” 
Matt. 7:7. 


In those assuring words we haye— 


I. A personal precept. “Seek.” Obedience, 

iW A personal persuasion. “And you.” 
Response. 

lt. A personal promise. “Shall.” Assur- 
ance. : 

IV. A personal portion. “Find.” Bless- 
ing. 

—Rey. Charles Edwards. 
HAPPY DELIVERANCE. 
Psa, 40:2, 3. 

tr. Soerrew. “In the horrible pit.” Help- 
lessness. 

Tf Salvation. “He brought me up.” Hope. 

IIE Safety. “Set my feet upon a rock.” 
Holiness, ‘ 

IV. Seng. “Put a new song into my 
mouth." Happiness. 

V. Service. “Many shall see it and fear.” 


Helping others. 
Cc. Edwards. 


CONVERSION, 

“ixcept ye be converted, and become as 
little children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.” Matt. 18:3, 

There are three places in the New Testa- 
ment where the word “except” appears very 
significantly: Luke 18:8-5; John 38:38; Matt. 
18:38. 

I, The need of conversion, Depravity. The 
need of conversion is universal “Ye must 
be born again” is the word of the Lord to all. 
Without this divine blessing and power we 
cannot satisfy God for the past, please him 
for the present, nor serve him in the future, 

Im The work of conversion, Grace. The 
work of conversion is all of God. It is a 
spiritual change wrought in the heart and 
life by the Holy Spirit when the soul believes 
in Jesus. Repentance is a new mind about 
God. Regeneration is a new heart from God, 
Conversion is a new life for God, 

lit, The fruit of conversion. Life, The 
fruit of conversion is seen first in the spirit, 
then in the life, and then in the testimony for 
Jesus, It will be the new spirit of humility, 
trust and obedience like the little child, 


PRAYING KOR FISH, 


There is a story that comes from a fishing 
coast neighborhood that is calculated to em- 
phasize the duty and propriety of absolute 
directness in prayer. When we pray we are 
not called on to deliver theological addresses 
to the Lord, nor to make a full confession of 
our faith on all points of religious belief, nor 
give information as to the condition and 
prospects of all church and missionary enter- 
prises. We are rather, by prayer and sup- 
plication, with thanksgiving, to let our re- 
quests be made known unto God. If the 
whole Church should come together at one 
time and in one place and unite earnestly, 
every one, in praying for revival, there would 
surely be an answer from God, sending the 
revival, 

At this fishing settlement there was great 
concern, amounting almost to distress, one 
year, for the season had almost half passed 
and the fish, upon which the people depended 
for a living, had not appeared. The weeks 
had passed, and now, day after day, there 
was but one topic of conversation. All 
hearts were filled with anxiety, Some pro- 
posed a special day of prayer to God. Un- 
less the fish appeared they must suffer, and 
many must perish, So the day of prayer was 
appointed, and at the hour agreed on the 
poople gathered in the humble church to pray. 

The minister read some passages of Scrip- 
ture to stimulate and strengthen their faith, 
and stated that they had come together to 
ask the Lord to send the fish to their coast, 
as in other years. He then called on one 
of the good men to lead in prayer. This 
brother was a pious man and gifted in the 
services of the Lord, He commenced in his 
usual form of approach to the throne of 
grace, and, while uttering fervently reli- 
gious words, 
subject. But the minister had started out to 
lead the meeting, and so he led it by calling 
to the brother and saying: “My dear brother, 
that is all very good, but we are here today 
to pray for fish.” 

The hearts of the people were all on one 
subject. There was unity of petition in 
their inner wishes and longings. One man 
after another was called on to lead in prayer, 
Sometimes they were very direct. Sometimes 
they wandered, not so much from wandering 


of desire as from lifelong failure to be ab- 


solutely direct in thelr words. But the people 
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was not getting close to the- 


were all praying for one thing, and when a 
leader wandered the minister would call him 
back and tell him: “Brother, pray for fish.” 

While they were praying word came, from 
some who were out in the harbor and on 
the shore, that the fish had come in and were 
biting, The boats were manned. ‘The lines 
were cast. The fish were drawn in. Boat 
after boat was filled. The success continued 
for days and weeks until, at the close of the 
fishing season, more had been gathered in 
than at any one season for many a year 
before. The prayers had been answered, and 
many a believer had been strengthened in 
believing that God had heard them as they 
prayed for fish, 

How are we praying as we ask God for a 
revival in his Chureh this winter and for 
an outpouring of his Holy Spirit? Are we 
asking specifically for this choice gift, and 
pleading for this blessing, or are we talking 
and thinking of everything else in the whole 
horizon? If we will concentrate our desires 
on this great gift and all unite in asking for 
it, the place where we pray is bound to be 
shaken, 

It was in this direct way that John Knox 
prayed for the conversion of his people: 
“Lord, give me Scotland, or I die.” It was 
thus that the little Scotch boy prayed for 
his father’s salvation: “Oh, we must have 
him saved.” It was thus the one hundred and 
twenty prayed in the upper chamber before 
and leading up to Pentecost. God heard these 
prayers, and God hears prayers today. If we 
are absolutely sure that we have prayed, we 
have strong assurance that the answer will 
come, 

If we really wish a revival, With all that it 
means and all that is involved, and are 
praying for that, we will receive it. _God 
will not deny us. He cannot deny himself. 
His own truthfulness is concerned. His own 
honor is pledged. But if we really mean that 
we wish a revival let us pray for revival. 
Let us not forget that we are to be fishers of 
men, and let us pray for fish.—Unidentified, 


CONVERSION OF CORNELIUS, 
Acts 10, 


1. Cornelius was doing the will of God so 
far as he knew it. He, (a) feared God; (b) 
taught his household; (c) gave alms; (da) 
prayed, 

2. He earnestly desired 
about spiritual things, 

3. He obeyed God's directions how to learn 
more. (a) Sent for God’s messenger; (b) 
heard the Word attentively; (c) opened his 
heart to the Holy Spirit. 

4, He called his friends together, 
they, too, might receive the blessing, 

5. He united with Christ’s Church without 
delay, 

6. He kept on trying to learn more; by de- 
siring Peter to tarry.—H. 


to know more 


that 


THE CONVERSION OF SAUL, 
Acts 9:1-30, 

1, Its circumstances: Without preliminary 
preparation or special instruction—without 
human instrumentality—attended with mirac- 
ulous scenes, 

2. Its nature: A sudden and entire change 
in his views of Jesus Christ. He had thought 
of him as (a) mere man; (b) a bad man; (¢) 
a pretending Messiah, therefore he had felt 
it his duty to arrest the progress of his reli- 
gion, 


These false views of Christ were instantly 
rejected, and he saw him as (a) his divine 
Lord; (b) the human Jesus; (c) the promised 
Messiah, and whose religion it was his duty 
to advance, 


38. The agency: Not men or outward cir- 
cumstances, but it was the immediate act of 
God—the ‘special work of the Holy Spirit. 


4. Effects of this change: From despising, 
hating, opposing he came to adoring, lov- 
ing, following Christ with his whole heart 
—consecrated himself to the endeavor to per- 
suade men to be Christians——-became one of 
the greatest, best and happiest of men—se- 
cured a high place among the redeemed in 
glory.—H, 


THE CONVERSION OF LYDIA. 
Acts 16:14, 15, 40. 


1. She was in the way of good: “The 
place where prayer was wont to be made,” 


2, With open heart: “Whose heart the 
Lord opened,” but, no doubt, she, too, was 
active in maintaining the attitude of read- 
iness to receive. The Holy Ghost is always 
in advance of us when we are trying to find 
our way. 

8. With open mind: 
what the apostle told her. Therefore, the 
Holy Spirit could continue his work, “The 
Spirit cannot serve as a reminder to a vac- 
uum,” 

4, Open mind brought open mouth. She 
instantly made public acknowledgement of 
Christ—was baptized—started in the first 
path of duty. 

5. Open hand and open house: ‘Come 
into my house and abide.” She instantly put 
her life and possessions at the disposal of 
Christ. , 

Learn household religion, 

Learn Christian hospitality, 

From this “first convert in Europe” learn 
to practice openness of heart, mind, mouth, 
hand, house.—H, 


She “attended unto” 


CONVERSION OF THE JAILER, 
Acts 16:16-34, 


1. What does it teach about sudden con- 
versions? 

2. Is conversion ever aecomplished with 
violent emotions? 

8. Did the jailer wait to mend himself 
“morally first? 

4. What was his sense of need? 

5. What is the condition of salvation? 

6. What is the condition of church mem- 
bership? 

7. How 
Church? ' 

8. What evidences of regeneration did the 
jailer show ?—H. 


soon ought you to join the 


TOMORROW TOO LATE, 


A friend of mine laboring in a Southern 
city returned to the South, and stopping over 
between trains, was told that a man in the 
hospital was dying who had been deeply im- 
pressed in his, meeting and dying without 
hope. He went up to see him and plead with 
him to be a Christian without avail. The 
time came for his train to leave and the man 
was still unsaved. He said to him, “I will 
pray with you for the last few minutes, if 
you will accept Christ just press my hand.” 


But there came no pressure and as he was 
leaving the dying man he said to him, “ell 
me when you will come,” and he answered, 
IT think I will come tomorrow.” Before my 
friend reached the end of his journey a te}- 
egram followed him saying that the man was 
dead. Tomorrow with him was eternity,— 
J. Wilbur Chapman, D.D, 


FINGER-POSTS. 


The parting of the ways is at the cross. 
From that point they deviate forever. I look 
up and read, “This way to heaven,” “This way 
to the second death.” Stop, O man, and think, 
if you are inclined to take the wrong road, 


“The ways diverge, 
I stand and look them o'er, 
And hot thoughts surge 
About my heart, the more 
I look at them, and yet I know 
I must choose one by which to go. 


“Which shall it be? 
This one is flower-strewn; 
That one, I see, 
Is narrow and rock-hewn, 
Steep and forbidding, dark and grim, 
Yet Christ walked there, 
Vll walk with Him.” 


INSTANT DECISION, 


A young woman once refused to come to 
the’ Saviour, saying, “There is too much to 
give up.” “Do you think God loves you?” 
“Certainly.” “How much do you think he 
loves you?” . 

She thought a moment and answered, 
“Enough to give His Son to die for me.” 
“Do you think if God loved you, He will ask 
you to give up anything it is for your good 
to keep?” “No.” “Do you wish to keep any- 
me that is not for your good to keep?” 
“ 0.” * 

“Then you had better come to Christ at 
once.” And she did 


WIN ONE SOUL. 


Julia Ward Howe once wrote to an emi- 
nent Senator of the United States in behalf 
of a man who was suffering great injustice. 
He replied, “I am so much taken up with 
plans for the benefit of the race that I have 
no time for individuals.” She pasted this in 
her album, with this comment. “When last 
heard from, our Master had not reached this 
altitude.” 

If we have no interest in individuals, says 
an exchange, in this connection, then we have 
no real interest in Christ, and he who waits 
till he can save many souls will never save 
one,—Ram’s Horn, 


A Wish Promptly Granted, 


We wished last month for a little book of 
Acts in a cover not black. And lo, here is 
laid on our desk a tiny book of Acts in good 
print, and bound in a rich red cover with the 
name in white. The boys and girls will surely 
think this is for them to read, not only for 
their grandparents, And it is the American 
Standard Version. Price, 6 cents. Published 
4 spre Nelson & Sons, 87 E. 18th 8t., New 

or 
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An Appeal “for Essentials 


Extracts from an address on “The Social 
Conscience and the Pilgrim Life,” by Francis 
G. Peabody, Harvard University, delivered at 
the Sixth General Convention of the Re- 
ligious Education Association at Chicago, 
February 9. 

“Religious education, it may be said, deals 
with the child, the individual, the industrial 
order, the state,” he said, in opening his ad- 
dress. “The two enterprises may stand near 
together, but they face, as it were, opposite 
ways.” 

Continuing, Dr. Peabody said: 

“The absorbing interest of the present time 
in social duty, its desire for social service, and 
its dream of social revolution, have been a 
summons to the Christian church, as also to 
the modern world, to new forms of duty; but 
have they not, it is asked, diverted the church 
from its original and permanent purpose of 
redeeming and sanctifying the individual soul? 
Is not the church tempted to diminish its 
devotion to worship and to apply its energies 
to work? Are we not substituting clubs, 
gymnasiums and social settlements for pray- 
ers, conversions and revivals? 


NEW MENACE TO RELIGION. 


“The awakening of the social conscience has 
been so abrupt and startling and the reaction 
of an individualized and self-centred religion 
so marked and compelling that the church as 
a réligious shrine may be easily supplanted by 
the church as a social laboratory; and the 
practice of the presence of God may be for- 
gotten in the practice of the service of man. 
Is-the Christian church to teach an industrial 
revolution instead of a spiritual evolution? 
Are we to be so busy in doing good that we 
have no time to be good? Is the old issue 
between faith and works to be revived, and 
must another Paul preach again the vanity 
of unspiritualized conduct and the power of 
the risen life? 

“The association which invites us here is 
a form of protest against this substitution of 
the temporary for the eternal. 

“Religion, like all other interests of civiliza- 
tion, must submit itself to the test of social 
utility. Are the vast expenditures of money 
and self-sacrifice which are expended in 
churches and Sunday schools on the preaching 
and teaching of religion justified by their 
social product? Is the Christian church to 
be reckoned with as a factor in the social 
problem, or is it, as many agitators frankly 
assert, a bulwark of the capitalist, a social 
menace rather than a social force? Ques- 
tions like these are not so much selected as 
inevitable. 

FIELD OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, 

“The social movement, which is so over- 
whelming in its appeal, the growth of social 
responsibility in charity, in legislation and in 
industry, often expresses itself in forms 
which seem remote from religious education, 
and which may even ignore and deny religious 
motives and ideals—but it does not follow, 
even from this appearance of indifference or 


hostility, that these expressions of the social 
conscience have no part.in religious educa- 
tion and are not to be reckoned with in the 
interpretation of the religious life.” 

Discussing the influence of industrial agita- 
tion and religious education upon the family 
life of the present age, Dr. Peabody said: 

“If the institution of the family were a 
temporary contract of convenience between 
what the law calls ‘The two parties concerned,’ 
then it would be a subject more appropriate 
for legislatures and divorce courts than for 
this meeting; but if the institution of the 
family is the unit of civilization, the first 
expression of the socialized will, the world’s 
first experiment in altruism, the first step in 
God’s education of the human race, then the 
defence of its integrity and stability becomes 
a primary responsibility to those who rep- 
resent the science of religious education.” 

President S. C. Mitchell of the University 
of South Carolina delivered an address on 
“Religious Education and Racial Adjustment.” 

“The negro problem in 1861 had simply 
two ends,” he said. “But today it is tri- 
angular. Then it was simply northern opin- 
ion against southern opinion. A new factor 
has arisen within the past 40 years—negro 
opinion. The negro race is becoming con- 
scious, has developed a leadership of its own, 
is analyzing its life and projecting its own 
ideals. The African race in America is no 
longer to be regarded as headless. 

“Moralization covers the structural factors 
in the making of the megro race. If this be 
the right view, then religious education holds 
the key to the situation. It must inform the 
church, charge the school with the forces of 
light and love, exorcise and politician and the 
press of hysterics and beget sane public opin- 


ion upon the race issue.” 


THREE OLD SAWS. 


If the world seems cold to you, 
Kindle fires to warm it! 

Let their comfort hide from view 
Winters that deform it. 

Hearts as frezen as your own 
To that radiance gather; 

You will soon forget to moan, 
“Ah! the cheerless weather!” 


If the world’s:a wilderness, 
Go build houses in it! 
Will it help your loneliness 
On the winds to din jt?” 
Raise a hut, however slight; 
Weeds and brambles smother; 
And to roof and meal invite 
Some forlorn brother. 


If the world’s a vale of tears, 
Smile till rainbows span it! 

Breathe the love that life éendears, 
Clear from clouds to fan it. 

Of your gladness lend a gleam 
Unto souls that shiver ; 

Show them how dark Sorrow’s stream — 
Blends with Hope’s bright river! 

—Lucy Larcom. s 
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HOMILETIC YEAR—-MARCH 


G. B. F. HALLOCE, D. D. 


Best of Recent Sermons 


By Prof. Charles R. Erdman, D. D., Rev. A. C. Dixon, D. D., Rev. Stanley White, Rev. James I. 
Vance, D. D., John D. Knox, D. D., Rev. David Howard Craver and Christlieb. 


The Holy Spirit 
_ PROF. CHARLES BR. EKDMAN, D. D., PRINCETON, N. J. 


oor “Be filled with the Spirit.” Eph. 
§ +16. 


The Scriptural truth im reference to the 
Holy Spirit is designed for the comfort of the 
followers of Christ; yet, so much of extrava- 
gance and mysticism has been taught m this 
connection that many sincere Christians are 
filled with mental distress by the mere sug- 
gestion of the theme. There js reason for 
distress if the life that belongs to Christ is 
being lived in the service of self or of sin, 
but if. there is sincere devotion to him, then 
every true statement in relation to His Spirit 
should bring us inspiration, confidence, peace. 


us to pray for his : ; : 
stand by this “coming” the manifestation in 
power of a presence we ever have with us. 


We may have grieved him, we may have been 


Baptist; 
believed on Christ, and “the Holy Ghost came 
upon them” (Acts 19:1-7)- Some of us may 


not have been enjoying, to the full, the com- 


fort of this truth of the abiding presence ot 
the Holy Spirit. 


Il. The 


appointment pam. Peter 
was undoubtedly filled with the Holy Spirit 
on the day of Pentecost; that explains his 


evangelists; and 
“anointing for 


boldness and power; but so was Stephen, m 
the presence of his enemies, as his face shone 
with heavenly light, or as he fell asleep, seal- 
ing his witness for Christ by the suffering of 
death, and praymg “for them that did the 
wrong.” We can upon the power of 
the Spirit as we strive for the attamment of 
every Christian grace, for “the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gen- 
tleness, goodness, faith, meckmess, temper- 
ance” (Gal 5:22). We should depend upon 
him im prayer (jude 20). . How wide and 
unlimited is the sphere of his gracious opera- 
tion is suggested to us in the beautiful phrase 
which fell from the lips of Christ, “I will 
send you another Comforter” Why “an- 
other”? Because he wished to teach us that 
all he had done himself for the disciples, the 
Holy Spirit henceforth would do for all the 
followers of Christ. 


Il The Holy Spirit is with us im all fall- 
ness of power. It is sometimes that 
“to be ith the Spwi 


natural state 

be our habr 

ing to yield ourselves completely 

ice of Christ, and then to be continually 
engthened 


jety and spirituality 
are both normal qualities in Christians. If 
it is abnormal to be filled with wine, it S also 
abnormal not to “be filled with the Spirtt™ 
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not imagine that because once “filled with the 
Spirit” any man is necessarily, henceforth, on 
a higher spiritual plane than his fellow Chris- 
tians. Spiritual pride has ever been closely 
connected with the most pitiful moral failures. 


3. There need be no such results as may 
have been expected. Many devoted servants 
of our Lord are tormenting themselves with 
the fear that they are not 
“Spirit-filled,” simply because they are not ac- 
complishing certain tasks or achieving certain 
results which they have placed before them- 
selves arbitrarily. “They were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost,” but none of the “one hundred 
and twenty” could “preach like Peter.” Your 
work may not be great; your duty may be to 
seem to fail, in the eyes of the world. Yield 
yourself to Christ, and his Spirit will enable 
you to do what is better than any self-selected 
task,—his holy will. 


4. There need be no consciousness of a 
peculiar spiritual experience. Our normal 
physical states and processes are usually un- 
conscious. So when truly “Spirit-filled” we 
shall probably not be thinking of ourselves at 
all, but rather be conscious of the glory, and 
power, and beauty, and purpose of Christ our 
Lord. Let us cease inquiring so narrowly 
into our spiritual states and emotions! Let 
us abandon the search for some mystic, ecs- 
tatic experience, which we have heard some 
other saint describe! Let us take up our daily 
task, and seek wholly to do the will of Christ, 
and we shall, even if paeiecLOREy be filled 
with his Spirit. 


The one supreme condition of being “filled 
with the Spirit,” and, if needful, filled again 
and again, has already been suggested : com- 
plete dedication to Christ. Of course there 
must be prayer (Luke 11:13); of course your 
Bible must be kept open (cf. Eph. 5:18, 19 
with Col. 3:16); and of course we must em- 
ploy the “ordinary means of grace”; but above 
all we are to remember that the office of the 
Spirit is to “glorify Christ” (John 16:14). 
If, therefore, we are seeking the glory of 
Christ in all our lives we are placing our- 
selves in the very line of the Spirit’s work; he 
will inevitably control us and use us. This 
is his desire. What we need is not “to have 
more of the Spirit,’ we need to let the Spirit 
have more of us. What have we been keeping 
back from Christ? Let this be an hour of 
surrender, of confession, of dedication, of de- 
votion; then we shall go with the comfort 
and the peace and the joy of the Holy Ghost. 
—Record of Christian Work. 


Autumn Glory 
REV. A. C. DIXON, D. D., CHICAGO, ILL. 


Text: “We all do fade as a leaf.” Isaiah 
64: 6. 


As I looked through a car window upon the 
glory of an autumn forest, I could easily. imag- 
ine that a million rainbows had fallen from 
the clouds and broken into dust upon the trees. 
No hand of master painter could make such 
combinations. And the canvas upon which 
God has painted this glorious picture was made 
of autumn leaves. 


“spiritual,” or 


' the forest. 


At this time of the year, while we are suf- 
rounded by such beauties, it is well to learn 
some lessons by meditating upon the autumn 
leaf. And it is practical, for “we all do fade 
as a leaf.” 


I. The leaf in fading simply ripens. The 
bright color of the maple is not the hectic 
flush of consumption, but the ruddy glow of 
maturity. Mother earth blossoms and ripens 
the fruit for man, while she ripens the leaves 
for herself. She will eat the pear and the 
orange that may fall upon the ground, but she 
prefers to give them to men, while she keeps 
the ripe leaves for her table alone. So old age 
means not decay, but maturity. If life has 
been spent, death is the falling of a ripened 
leaf. Elijah spoke to Job a great truth when 
he said, “Thou shalt come to thy grave in a 
full age like as a shock of corn cometh in its 
season.” The physical decrepitude of the 
Christian is the fading autumn leaf, from 
which shine forth the rainbow colors of faith, 
hope, joy and peace. 


Il. The ‘ripening leaf glorifies the forest, 
and the hoary head is a crown of glory if it be 
found in the way of righteousness. 


In the London Tower is the crown room 
where gems of rarest beauty flash in the light. 
Old age is the crown rdom of life. Graces in 
their maturity flash in the light of tested truth. 
God crowns every Christian with loving kind- 
ness, but to the aged he adds the crown of 
glory. The youthful are on their way to the 
crown, if faithful to their trust, but the aged 
have a coronation day before the final crown- 
ing. God meets them just outside the gates, 
that he may prepare them for a royal entry. 


III. And the autumn is the storehouse into 
which all the other seasons bring their treas- 
ures. It is the exposition of Spring and Sum- 
mer and Winter. Just as the nations of the 
earth brought the fruits of their brain and in- 
dustry to St. Louis, and there spread them out 
for our enjoyment, so winter and spring and 
summer bring to autumn the results of their 
toil, And thus childhood, youth and middle 
age pour their treasures of wisdom and use- 
fulness into the Jap of virtuous age. 


The leaf in fading also fulfils its mission. 
Autumn is the commencement week of the 
forest, the graduating season of the leaves, the 
time when they get their diplomas from the 
God of nature for the work that has been done. 


IV. The mission of the leaf is to build up 
It is the laboratory in which the 
plant fiber is made. The rough, coarse sub- 
stances are taken up by the roots and carried 
up into the trunk, but they must go into the 
finer laboratory of the leaf before they can be 
transformed into the fiber that abides. Leaves 
are the lungs of the tree, and a man can get 
along without lungs just as easily as a tree 
without leaves. And every tree is up and at 
it, doing its part from the time it first began 
to be rocked by the winds in its winter cradle. 
wrapped in warm garments, until it matures in 
the beauty of autumn. 

Jesus said, “To every one his work.” “There 
is a sphere for each of us which no one else 
can fill. The little cog in the machine is as 
important in its, place as the great driving 
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wheel. No leaf in the forest can do the work 
of another leaf. The least leaf that fills its 
place and performs its mission will have as 
much reward as the greatest trunk, for it can 
do no mor¢. 


V. And every leaf works with its brother 
leaf. It takes many leaves to build up a tree. 
No leaf can do it alone. And if one leaf should 
detide to withdraw and work independently of 
all other leaves, it would do much toward de- 
stroying itself without helping others. “We 
are laborers together with God.” It is not, 
enough that we be laborers; we must be labor- 
ers together, and laborers together with God. 

If we will work with God, we cannot fail to 
work together. There are some who refuse to 
join a church. They prefer to work alone, and 
the result is that much of life is wasted for 
the lack of the accumulated power which goes 
with organization. Two are not two times, 
but ten times stronger than one. If, therefore, 
you would multiply yourself by ten, join with 
others in the work of God. 


VI. Again the mission of the leaf is to 
cleanse. There is a literal sense in which “the 
leaves of the trees are for the healing of the 
nations.” The leaf takes up the poisonous sub- 
stances which would destroy life, and thus de- 
stroys the destroyer. Ten per cent of carbonic 
acid in the atmosphere would destroy all ani- 
mal life. During one geological era there was 
fifty per cent of this poisonous gas in the at- 
mosphere. No reptile crawled, no bird flew. 
There was no man or beast upon the earth, un- 
til the leaves came out and purified the atmos- 
phere and built the great forests that were 
afterwards buried beneath the earth, making 
the coal deposit from which we get our heat 
and light. ithout the leaves this earth would 
not be habitable. The leaf takes up the car- 
bon and sets free the oxygen that you and I 
and the flowers need. 


The flowers do not breathe carbon. They 
have as good taste as human beings, and de- 
pend as much upon oxygen as a child in the 
cradle. The leaf stands as a protector over the 
flowers as well as over the health of your 
home. The combination that makes for death 
is destroyed, the oxygen that makes for life 
is left loose in the air, and we live upon it. 


_ “For this purpose the son of man was mani- 
fested that he might destroy the works of the 
devil.” Are you by word and character and 
effort doing what you can to destroy the 
works of the devil? whether they be in poli- 
tics or trade, in the home or in the church, in 
your own life or the lives of others? If so, 
you are fulfilling the negative part of your mis- 
sion, and, though you be little and insignificant 
as a single leaf in the forest, verily you shall 
not lose your reward. 

VII. Another mission of the leaf is to make 
the tree fruitful. The flower which produces 
the fruit is but a glorified leaf. 

There is a still broader sense in which the 
leaf makes the earth fruitful. The spring of 
water in the valley could not exist but for the 
leaf. The cloud could not exist but for the 
leaf. That brook dashing down the mountain 
side would disappear but for the leaf. The 
fiver flowing majestically toward the ocean 
could not continue to flow but for the leaf. 
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That lake nestling among the hills would dry 
up but for the leaf. Just as soon as the for- 
ests are denuded and the trees cut down, the 
springs dry up, the clouds do not ascend, the 
rivers cease to flow. It is the forest that gives 
us the difference between the desert of Sahara 
and -the tropical climate, between the barren 
moon and this beautiful earth. Take the leat 
out of the world, and in twenty-five years it 
would be one great desert of Sahara. 


VIIL The leaf in maturing provides for the 
future. It multiplies itself by self-sacrifice. 
Look into the little bud on the stem from which 
the leaf has dropped, and you will find another 
leaf in embryo. Jesus said, “Except a grain of 
wheat fall into the ground and die it abideth 
alone; but if it die, it beareth much fruit.” He 
who gave -himself for us teaches us to give 
ourselves for others, and we are fruitful in 
proportion to our self-sacrifice. Be not con- 
tent to go to heaven alone “By all means 
save some,” that you may have a spiritual 
es an when the time comes for you to fade 
and fall. 


Though the leaf decays and becomes a part 
of the earth, there is in it the promise of 
resurrection. Next spring, a vital force will 
touch it, and take up its particles into tree 
or plant, weaving those particles into the tapes- 
try of stem and leaf and flower and fruit. The 
vital force, which has taken hold of the dead 
leaf, has brought about a resurrection, not of 
the same particles, but of the same species. 


To the Christian, death is the autumn of 
time. But there is a life of God, which will 
touch the body and bring it forth in fresh 
vigor and new beauty in the resurrection—that 
springtime of eternity. 


I offer to you Him who is the Resurrection 
and the Life. Take him by faith; live him in 
character, and though in body you “fade as the 
leaf,” in soul you will be renewed day by day 
until the body itself shall come forth like unto 
the glorified body of our Lord —A, C. Dizon. 


A Life Worthy of the Gospel 
REV. STANLEY WHITE, ORANGE, WN. J. 


Text: “Only let your manner of life be 
worthy of the gospel of Christ” Phil. 1: 27. 


Paul's relation to the church at Philippi was 
probably the most tender that he had with any 
of the various churches to which he wrote. 
There were several reasons for this. In the 
first place he had suffered for this church and 
loved it as one who spffers for a thing will 
love it. If you recall the record of the apostle’s 
second missionary journey, you will remember 
that when he went to Philippi he changed his 
plans very materially from those which he had 
in mind when he started out. At Troas he 
heard the call coming to him across the sea 
saying, “Come over into Macedonia and help 
us;” and he abandoned his plans and went over 
to the chusch at Philippi, and while there he 
suffered for them, being imprisoned for the 
gospel. In the second place this church seemed 
to illustrate in a special manner the simplicity 
of the gospel and appeared to have less that 
might at any time be a cause for rebuke; and 
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what is more, they were never forgetful of 
Paul’s need and were constantly sending him 
help in his distress. And so it was that eleven 
years after he had been there and when he 
was in the Roman prison, Paul, being visited 
by Epaphroditus, a messenger of the church at 
Philippi, who brought him things to supply his 
need, takes advantage of the occasion to send 
back this letter. It was not a rebuke, but was 
intended to inspire these people with faithful- 
ness in the gospel. As some one has said of 
it: “Paul tells them that their obedience must 
grow and increase in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; Christ’s. ex- 
ample was to be their example, ‘Christ’s mind 
their mind, his character their character, his 
joy their joy, and they must trust him implicit- 
ly.” In other words, if they are to walk safely, 
and strongly, and in a manner. worthy of the 
gospel of Christ, they must in all things keep 
Christ before their mind. And this is all 
summed up, I think, in our text as a sort of 
motto for every one of us as Christians, “Let 
your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of 
Christ.” 


This brings religion down out of the clouds 
and makes it an ordinary, commonplace, every- 
day duty. And this is right, for our religion is 
not worth anything unless it be that. Talk 
does not count in religion, but conduct and 
character do. It is your manner of life that 
will show your love for. Jesus Christ. 


Paul then goes on to mention four of the 
essential things that constitute a manner of 
life worthy of the gospel of Christ. 


I: The first is steadiness. “Only let your 
manner of life be worthy of the gospel of 
Christ; that whether I come and see you or 
be absent, I may hear of your state, that ye 
stand fast in one spirit.”” Now, when we come 
to study the situation here we catch a glimpse 
of the reason why he told them they must try 
to have this characeristic steadiness in their 
Christian work. Evidently the church at Phi- 
lippi was subject to those dangers that come to 
a new church and which, in fact, threaten the 
church at all times in its history. There were, 
for example, the unfriendly aspects of the Ro- 
man law and public opinion towards all unau- 
thorized religious fraternities; there was the 
hostility of the Jews in their desire to stir up 
strife; and above all else there was a universal 
presence of unbelief which was intangible, the 
atmospheric setting that tended to affect these 
young Christians and disturb the steadiness of 
their faith. They had to be Christians in the 
face of an immense majority, a majority which 
included wealth and influence and culture and 
wisdom. and all that was inspiring around 
them. They had to hold their Christian pro- 
fession in the face of that. And Paul says to 
them under these circumstances that the only 
possible way for them to do it is by faith and 
loyalty to Jesus Christ. A picture comes be- 
fore my mind which illustrates this matter of 
steadiness. It is that of a great ocean vessel 
plowing into the storm and darkness of the 
night; the currents are against it, the winds 
are beating upon it, and the sea reaches up to 
take hold of the prow and turn it aside, and 
yet that great vessel goes right on in one un- 


deviating line. Why? Because of the hand 
on the helm and the eye which watches *the 
compass. Paul says to them, “You will have 
something in your devotion to Christ which 
will keep your lives steady in spite of these di- 
verting forces that are to come upon you.” 
That is exactly the picture that I think re- 
veals to us one of the great dangers of our 
Christian life today. We are not attacked 
openly, but there are about us hundreds of 
subtle atmospheric diverting influences that 
tend to turn us aside. Let me mention one or 
two. 


1. In the first place, think of the difficulty 
there is for Christian people, and particularly 
young Christians, to keep themselves steady 
and poised and unwavering in the face of the 
subtle doubt and almost supercilious disdain 
that one sometimes meets. I was talking with 
a woman the other day, and she said: “I wish 
that sometime you might meet my husband. I 
think he would like you and I know you would 
like him. I don’t. suppose You have many 
chances to meet the best men of our time be- 
cause they never go to church.” That is an 
illustration of what I mean by the subtle, su- 
percilious way of looking at the things of 
Christ! 


2. In the second place, think of the ten- 
dencies there are in the social life of today to 
tempt one to yield to the various impulses of 
today and which if yielded to will put one in a 
false position in relation to Jesus Christ. Then 
think of the subtle influences that come in the 
intellectual life, when a person, feeling proud 


‘in his own intellectual strength, begins to chal- 


lenge Christ’s theories, and, measuring them 
by his own, turns aside to take positions un- 
tenable so far as the things of God are con- 
cerned. 


In my boyhood home there used to be a 
picture which I looked at with interest. A 
little lad was standing on the bank of the 
stream and in his hand was a fishing rod and 
line. There was evidently a fish on the line, 
for the rod was bending under the tension. 
At his side was a great, strong-looking, weath- 
er-beaten fisherman who had one hand over the 
shoulder of the little lad and laid over his 
hand. Underneath the picture were these 
words: “Steady, Johnny, steady.” My friends, 
if any of you should feel these counter cur- 
rents coming upon you at any hour of your 
life, I would there might be the pierced hand 
of One unseen put over your shoulder and laid 
upon your hand and that your could hear a 
voice saying to you: “Steady, steady; keep in- 
tellectually steady; keep spiritually steady; 
keep yourself poised, and your manner of life 
in that respect will be worthy of the gospel 
of Christ.” 


II. The second point that Paul makes is 
this, and I use a word which I am not particu- 
larly eager to use, because it has become a sort 
of shop-word today, but it indicates almost the 
exact translation of that which Paul uses, and 
that is the word strenuous. “Stand fast in 
one spirit, with one soul striving for the faith 
of the gospel.” In Paul's mind there is a pic- 
ture of an athletic contest; of a youth stripped 
of all superfluous weight, striving with all his 
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might to attain the goal, and that is the pic- 
ture of Christianity as it ought to be. Chris- 
tianity is not simply standing still; it is going 
forward. Christianity is not simply holding 
the fort; it is taking a fort. Christianity is not 
simply keeping back an assault; it is making 
an assault on something else. Christianity is 
spreading the gospel the world over and the 
Christian who does not make converts is 
wrong at the beginning. The very essence of 
the gospel is extension. 


III. And the third element that must be in 
our manner of life fitting us to be worthy of 
the gospel is the spirit of fearlessness. “Stand 
fast in one spirit, with one soul striving for 
the faith of the gospel: and in nothing af- 
frightened by the adversaries.” The picture is 
of a scared horse frightened by its shadow and 
turning away from the road because of some- 
thing that it could not understand. That is 
the thing we are cautioned against in our 
Christian life. Our life is to be bold, courage- 
ous, high-spirited, intrepid, confident, even 
daring for Christ. And I can imagine how, 
when Paul sent this word to the church at 
Philippi, it would put iron and fiber into the 
languid spirits of those who found themselves 
under the pressure to turn aside, and how they 
would stiffen up in the gospel. One thing we 
need as Christian men. and women in this 
world today is this spirit of fearlessness in the 
Christian life. 


IV. And the last point is that Paul speaks 


of the privilege of suffering as'one of the char- 
acteristics in one whose life is worthy of the 
gospel of Christ. “In nothing scared by your 
adversaries, for to you it is gain not only on 
behalf of Christ to believe on him but to suf- 
fer in his behalf.” If I should ask any of you 
to enumerate the privileges of your life, I 
doubt if you would include in the list the priv- 
ilege of suffering. And yet that is one of the 
great privileges of the Christian life, strange 
and paradoxical as it may seem. Some years 
ago in my parish there died a woman who for 
years had been a helpless invalid and as far as 
any one could see a terrible burden upon her 
daughters, who had to be in constant attend- 
ance upon her, Her mind had gone, and it 
seemed as though when death came it would 
be a great relief, both to her and to those who 
loved her. And yet I never remember in the 
course of my ministry going into a home where 
there was more genuine grief and sorrow than 
I found there. The privilege of bearing that 
burden of suffering for the mother was so keen 
that those daughters with their hands empty of 
care felt as if the meaning of life had been 
taken away from them. Paul was a man who 
knew the privilege of suffering, and I believe 
that Calvary and its cross was the great priv- 
ilege that came to Jesus Christ. 


And so I give you this picture of the “man- 
ner of life that is worthy of the gospel.” It is 
steady, strenuous, fearless, and possesses the 
willingness to suffer. Does not such a life 
square with the picture of Christ? Who stead- 
fastly set his face to to go Jerusalem, who 
pursued the will of God under all circum- 
stances, who went into the garden and faced 
his accusers in the palace without a waver, and 


who went to the cross to suffer for us? That 
is Christ’s gospel, and it is your gospel and 
mine, and it must be if we are to walk worthy 
of Jesus Christ—Stanley White, in Record of 
Christian Work. 


Let Me Alone 


CHRISTLIEB: 


It began on Sinai, when God gave himself 
into the hands of Moses; and whether God 
gave himself into the power of Moses, or the 
Son of God gave himself*into the hands of 
Mary the virgin, or of the Jews, or of the 
heathen, it is one and the same condescension. 
the same Divine love, which lets its arms be 
bound by human tears, and which finally lets 
hands and feet be pierced; which lets itself be 
bound, even unto death, so that it may once 
for all obtain mercy and peace for a fallen 
race “through the blood of his cross.” 


Il. 


* We have seen the condescension of God in 
giving himself into the hands of a man, but 
how can a man lay hold of him whom the 
heavens cannot contain? 


It is faith that lays hold of God, and pre- 
vails against him. Moses’ reply to God's re- 
quest shows us this. 


“Let me alone,” exclaims God; “give place 
to my wrath.” And Moses answers like Jacob, 
“T will not let thee go.” What manner of man 
is this who so directly refuses a request of the 
Almighty? “But Moses besought the Lord 
his God, and said, “Lord, why doth thy wrath 
wax hot against THY people, which THOU 
has brought forth out of the land of Egypt?” 
See how the condescension of God gives him 
heart and courage to say No. Ah, thinks he, 
if the carrying out of thy wrathful judgments 
depends upon me, I will make use of mv power! 
He throws back to God his own words, “Thy 
people” (not mine) “which Thou has led 
forth” (not 1). He reminds God of his mer- 
ciful guidance of his people ‘hitherto; he de- 
nies, in fact, his request. Moses becomes yet 
bolder, and reminds God of his own and 
Israel’s enemies, who would triumph over the 
destruction of the people; he attacks God on 
the point of honor, “Turn from thy fierce 
wrath, and repent of this evil against thy peo- 
ple.’ And as God listens also to this he be- 
comes still bolder, and attacks God now on the 
point of faithfulness, reminds him of his cove- 
nant with the patriarchs: “Remember Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, thy servants, to whom 
thou saidst, I will multiply your seed as the 
stars of heaven and all this land that I have 
spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they 
shall inherit it for ever.’ And as Moses thus 
reminds God of his chosen servants, and ofthe 
covenant he made with them, he not only lays 
hold of God, but prevails against him and 
overcomes him. God exclaims, “Let me alone.” 
Moses answers, “No,” and God yields to the 
“No.” What is it that seized hold of God and 
conquered? The answer is, Faith in God’s 
mercy, in God’s honor, in God’s faithfulness ! 
The words, “J will make of thee a’great na- 
tion,” placed a severe temptation before Moses; 
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the boast of being himself the ancestor of a 
great nation might have allured him; but no, 
he forgets himself for the sake of his people. 


And what was it that laid hold of God 
when the Son of God should be conceived and 
born? It was faith, which said, “Behold the 
handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me accord- 
ing to the word.” And what is it that lays 
hold of God today? for he gives himself into 
the hands of men today. When a man lays 
bold of God's chasten:ng rod, crying, “Hold! 
spare me; be merciful! Think of what thou 
has already done for me, think of Jesus; look 
on him, not on me.” Js not that faith? faith 
which reminds God of his mercy, his guidance, 
his honor and his faithfulness, and, lastly, of 
Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant; faith, 
which lays hold of the heart of God and 
pleads, “I pray in Christ’s name; what I ask, 
Christ asks also.” Oh what a power is faith, 
which wrestles with Ged and overcomes him; 
which cries out, “Thou must hear my prayer; 
I have thee and will hold thee; I will not let 
thee go.” A man, a woman, a child, may lay 
hold of God in faith, and prevail against him. 
Thou canst, like Moses, dictate to God what 
he shall do. “All things, whatsoever ye shall 
ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” 
(Matt. xxi. 22.) 

But that which laid hold of Jesus on Gab- 
batha and on Golgotha was not the hand of 
faith. That was a cruel outward attack, but 
eyen in this case— 


Nie ; 


The issue of the struggle showed that the vic- 
tory of man is only the victory of God, 4. ¢., 
God himself conquers in man’s victory, What 
was the issue of the struggle on Sinai? “And 
the Lord repented of the evil which he thought 
to do unto his people.” God is not a man that 
he should repent. This is merely a human 

way of speaking. God does not change his 
mind. le does what he had intended to do 
from the beginning. He manifests himself as 
the gracious and merciful God. It is his earn- 
est desire to spare the people, but he will have 
prayer made to him, in order to forgive in ans- 
wer to prayer. ‘Therefore he gives Moses 
courage by his condescension, “Let me alone.” 
He gives him courage not to let him go, but 
to continue begging for merey; and as Moses 
perseveres, ‘God allows him to prevail, allows 
man to gain the victory, But in this victory 
it is God who is the victor; he carries out 
what he had intended to do from the begin- 
ning. It was the same with Jacob’s victory. 
When Jacob wrestled with God and prevailed, 
it was God who conquered; the issue was as 
God would have it. 


On Golgatha it appeared as if sinful men 
had prevailed, but it was God’s love and 
mercy which triumphed, So also the victory 
of every soul who prevails with God in prayer 
is God's victory. The soul conquers in faith; 
and just because of this strugglirig with God 
in faith, the soul becomes one with God 
through Christ, and asks only what is well- 
pleasing to God. Therefore, in granting the 
request, and in being prevailed against in 
prayer, God is celebrating his own victory. 
It .is his longing desire to be thus prevailed 


against. In the covenant made by God with 
his people, his promise, “I will be to thee a 
Father,” means that he will allow himself to 
be overcome; and in Christ Jesus he shows 
the way.. He cannot be more condescending. 
“very soul, entering into life eternal, has not 
only gained victory over the world, over death 
and hell, but also over God himself, who, in 
granting his petitions, has gained his own 
greatest victory, the victory of his grace and 
mercy. 


“Let me alone.” Go home and underline 
those words. May they be a sign to remind 
you of this truth, The great God in the hands 
of man, There is many a “Let me.” Are 
these words strange or new to you? Have 
you never heard the call, “Let me come in 
unto thee?” Let me take away thy stony 
heart; let me cleanse thee from sin, But if 
the ery is, “Let me alone, that I may consume 
thee in my wrath,” then yield not an inch, but 
conquer in faith through the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who said, “To him that overcometh 
will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even 
as l’also overcame, and am set down with my 
Father in his throne” (Rev. 8:21). Amen, 


Knowing What You Know 
JAMES IT, VANCE, D. D., NEWARK, N, J, 


Text: “I know whom I have believed.” 2 
Tim, 1:12. 


It is one thing to know, and another to 
know what you know. ‘The difference be- 
tween the two is the difference between gen- 
eral information and intelligent conviction, 


One may have considerable information, 
and lack power. He knows, but he does not 
know what he knows. He possesses culture, 
but he lacks conviction, He is encyclopaedic, 
but without force, 


Another knows what he knows. He has 
himself well in hand. He is not so much like 
an automobile, skidding from the right 
course at the slightest tremor of the chauf- 
feur’s hand, as he is like a great locomotive 
running on steel rails and rock’ ballast, 
swinging from one side of the continent to 
the other without deviating a hand's breadth 
from the true prack, and running into the 
main terminal on schedule time, 


He has culture, but he has culture plus 
conviction, which equals power. He Is al- 
ways felt, He stands in the forefront of any 
movement with, which he may be associated, 
He is an acknowledged leader, and holds the 
right of way, for he is qualified. 


IT am not pleading for pig-headedness, nor 
for that stupid stubborness, that mulish ob- 
stinacy, which jis sometimes mistaken for 
force of character. Neither am I advocating 
that kind of devotion which leads one to 
worship his opinions and mistake his “long- 
ings for constitutional enactments,” i 


“Knowing what you know” Is a way of 
writing the power of a man who has positive 
opinions backed up with definite knowledge. 


Ho is not an apostle of “hot air.” He does 
not attempt to atone for a paucity of ideas 
with “the gift of expression.” He is some- 
thing more than sheer volubility. He has 
gone to the bottom of his subject, and he has 
his facts well in hand, He can manage his 
craft In any waters, ; 
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With a steady hand, a clear eye, a calm 
mind, and a peaceful heart he can say, “I 
know.”’ The shadows have lifted for him; 
the apparitions have all disappeared; the 
enemy is unmasked; and the victory is half 
won ere the battle is joined. 


I. In the realm of religion we give a name 
to this kind of knowledge. We call it “as- 
surance.” The Christian has a right, not 
only to know, but to know that he knows. 
He may claim that sort of certitude which is 
claimed as the result of the scientific method. 


It is a right that is not always recognized. 
Indeed, it is popularly supposed that the 
Christian is the one person of all others who 
does not know what he knows. He knows 
what he hopes, or feels, or has been taught 
to believe. His method is the credulous 
rather than the scientific. He is at home in 
the realm of theological abstractions or re- 
ligious vagaries or speculative subtilities, 
but dies soon when confronted with a fact. 


It is a right which is perhaps as frequently 
unclaimed as unrecognized. We are living in 
a day when assurance has been replaced by 
agnosticism. Instead of “I know that I 
know,” the fashion is to say, “I know that I 
do not know.” 


It is the era which makes a virtue of not 
being sure of anything. The interrogation 
mark is greatly overworked nowadays, and 
the ability to ask a question is thought to be 
a sign of culture. 


Some have come to that strange mood 
which takes a pride in being able to doubt. 
They are broad-minded, so broad _ that 
thought has become thin. They have no con- 
victions. They would not presume to be so 
dogmatic, so narrowly positive, so rudely 
downright sure. It goes without the saying 
that such people play a small part in the 
game. 


In the School of Christ 


JOHN D. KNOX, D. D., TOPEKA, KANS, 


Text: “And it shall come to pass at that 
time, that I will search Jerusalem with can- 
dles, and punish the men who are settled on 
their lees; that say in their heart, the Lord 
will not do good, neither will he do evil.” 
Zephaniah 1:12. 


For thirty-one years Zephaniah discharged 
his prophetic office, 609 years before Christ, 
While the dominions of Josiah were unre- 
formed of the abuses and corruptions which 
for some time had been ruining the people. 


His prophecy, which consisted of three 
chapters, may be divided into four parts or 
sections, namely: A denunciation of Judah 
for their idolatry; repentance, the only 
means to divert the divine vengeance; 
prophecies against the Philistines, Moabites 
Ammorites, Ethiopia and Nineveh; and, fin- 
ally, the captivity of Israel by the Babylon- 
ians is foretold, together with their future 
restoration and the ultimate state of the 
church. The evident sense of the text chosen 
fs “that God would make a universal and 
thorough search and punish such as are sat- 
isfied with the goods of this life—‘settled on 
their lees.” That is, those who trust in 
their riches, and are completely irreligious; 
who, while they acknowledge that there is a 
God, think, like Aristotelians, that he is so 
supremely happy in the contemplation of his 
own excellencies, that he fgels that it is be- 
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‘-Lord’s before we can say: 


neath his dignity to concern himself with 
the affairs of mortals. All such will have 
the eye of the Omnipresent One scan their 
hearts and lives. Let me call your attention 
to, 


I. The necessity of this search. 


1. It arises, first, from the fact of man's 
inability to search himself. 


Man.is ignorant. His conscience is often 
perverted, polluted and hardened and is not 
an infallible rule of right. It will not do to 
let man sit in judgment on himself. 


2. The necessity of a divine searching 
arises, second, from man’s unwillingness to 
search himself, or help as far as he is will- 
ing, to search for infirmities, short-comings, 
faults and sins in his neighbors; but not his 
own heart and life. He is too fond of ease 
to do anything in this matter. If gold and 
silver can be found, when searched for, he 
is willing to apply all his energies, skill and 
time in order to secure them; but to search 
his own heart, to see its wanderings from 
God—its deviations from the rule of 
right, its lack of perfection in the 
worship of the Creator, he has no heart to 
engage in the work. Wicked men love spir- 
itual darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds are evil. They will search a long 
time for one that has stolen some of their 
property, but not for the thief in their souls, 
On almost any other subject man is willing 
to turn his attention rather than to self- 
examination te see how his soul stands with 
God. This heart-opposition to the spiritual 
worship of the Almighty is well illustrated 
in an incident in the life of the eccentric 
Lorenzo Dow, of whom it is said that when 
a poor man came to him complaining of his 
low estate in finances, and how much he suf- 
fered thereby, that Mr. Dow offered him $1 
a day to go into the woods and pray to the 
God of heaven and the earth, and while that 
was good wages for that day, the poor man 
refused the offer. He would suffer for the 
want of bread rather than to bow the knee 
in prayer. 


3. Third—The need of a divine search 
grows out of man’s disposition to cover his 
faults. This hypocritical disposition has 
manifested itself in man from the fall of 
Adam down to this day. While an honest 
confession is good for the soul, we are slow 
to make that confession. Let us visit the 
Garden of Eden. Adam has hid himself. God 
speaks: ‘Adam, where art thou?” Hear his 
answer: “I heard thy voice in the garden, 
and I was afraid, because I was naked; and 
I hid myself.” And the Lord said: ‘Who 
told thee thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten 
of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that 
thou shouldst not eat?” And the man said: 
“The woman whom thou gavest to be with 
me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.” 
How soon Adam ceased to be a gentleman. 
The beautiful queen of the garden may have 
had her faults, but shame on Adam to sad- 
dle his sin unto the back of his young and 
beautiful wife. 4 


4. Fourth—This divine search is demand- 
ed from the impossibility of man’s salvation 
without it. (1) Take each individual case— 
his personal s@ivation requires the utmost 
purity. Without holiness no man shall see 
the Lord in peace. Each one must be 
searched and tried and purged. (2) So for 
the salvation of others. We must be all the 
“The love of 
Christ constrains me.” O, for that heaven- 
constraining love! 


II. The nature of the search, 


1. It is a benevolent search. Some men 
search others from a cruel and a grave de- 
vouring jealousy. Some from bitter envy 
will gladly search for faults and sins in 
others to rob them of their suceess and 
lower them in the estimation of others. Ser- 
pent-headed malice, unprovoked, pours 
out her poisonous malevolence, straining her 
eyes to see, or to imagine faults, in the sub- 
ject of her revenge. While these, and other 
malignant passions in the breast of the 
wicked. man, prompts him to sean and sift 
the actions of others, it is not the case of 
the wise and just God, with whom we have 
to do. When he searches man it is with a 
desire to promote his purity, prosperity and 
happiness. It is done in kindness and In 
love. The physician searches for the cause 
of the disease that it may be stayed and 
cured; so does Christ, the great Physician of 
souls. See John 5: 2-9. 


2. This search is a difficult one, for man 
chooses darkness and resists the light. The 
wicked sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death, Of many it may be said: O fools and 
slow of heart to believe. 


Make it a thorough search 
(1) The candle of God's Word. 
of God's Word giveth light. 


with candles, 
The entrance 
Thy word is a 


lamp to my feet, and a light to my path. 
Ps. 119: 105. See also Heb, 4: 12, 13, 
(2) The preaching of the word of the 


Lord. 
(3) The light of the Holy Spirit. 


3. It is a successful search. 
Read Zeph, 1: 12-18. 


(1) Gospel hardened sinners will be pun- 
ished—hardened by rejecting the Gospel. 


(2) The backslider in heart who is filled 
with his own ways will meet with his doom. 


(8) The unsatisfied believer will meet with 
a loss. The straight gate must be entered; 
we must walk in the narrow way; we must 
beware of false prophets; we must bring 
forth good fruit, for by our fruit we are to 
be known. Jesus said: “Not every one that 
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth 
the will of my Father which is in heaven.” 
These words of our Lord should lead us to 
close and serious self-examination, Alas, too 
many will be taken by astonishment in the 


Punish them, 


revelation of the last day when their true 
state is made known to them. 
We ought to love to be searched. IZ=gno- 


rance of our true spiritual state may lead to 
consequences the most fatal and irreparable. 
Be not offended when your case is deseribed, 
For the evil now in your heart there is a 
sovereign remedy. Thank God for that, and 


apply immediately for that remedy. The 
time will come when it will be too late, 
We ought to assist in the search. There is 


such a thing as receiving the Lord’s Supper 
in such a way as to be “guilty of the body 
and blood of the Lord.” Terrible sin! But 
what are we to do? Paul says: “But let a 
man examine himself, and so let him eat of 
that bread, and drink of that cup.” And In 
another place it is said: “Wxamine your- 
selves, whether we be in the faith; prove 
your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is 
in you, except ye be reprobates?” What you 
read, hear and see, apply it to yourselves as 
far as it will apply, and open your hearts 
in the Word and Spirit. 


Permanance and Stability 
REV, DAVID HOWARD GRAVER, GENEVA, N, Y, 


Text: “Jesus Christ the same yosterday, | 
and today, and forever.” Heb, 18: 8 


Permanence and stability! Jesus Christ, 
the Rock of Ages, 


There is too little permanence in life that 
we should fail to value it when we find it, 
Things are very transient, Hverything 1a 
subject to change and decay, “In the morn- 
ing they are like grass which groweth up. 
In the morning it flourisheth and groweth 
up; in the evening it Is cut down, and with- 
ereth.” During the period of a Rip Van 
Winkle’s sleep what changes take place 
in us, In our parishes, in the world about ua, 
The old order is ever changing to a new, 
and time is a great ineonoelast, 


Amid this general flux the human heart 
yearns for something firm and sure, some 
certainty true and inviolate, with whieh isa 
no vairiableness, neither shadow of turning, 
Some may decry authority of an imposed sort, 
but nothing could be more welcome to 
thoughtful ones than authority that is found- 
ed upon truth, We have this in Jesua Chriat, 
permanent and sure, "the same yesterday, and 
today, and forever.” His religion ts no mere 
thought of man, subject to earthly change 
and decay, The resurrection tella ua this, It 
was not man-berotten, but Ike its Mounder, 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, though born 
and brought forth in human life, 


The permanence of the authority of Christ 
has been abundantly tested through nineteen 
centuries, and from the vantage ground of a 
later age we can view the apheres In which 
he stands the test of time, 

I. In the sphere of a teacher of life he 
stands the sure authority. He taught men 
the way to live. In faet, in the early centue 
ries Christianity was often apoken of almply 
as “Jesus’ Way.” He spoke with cortainty 
from the first, and his teachings ever aince 
have been the standard of righteousness, 

We have become so accustomed to the pore 
session of this standard that we do not al- 
ways stop to consider ita worth, Tn the daya 
in whieh Christ taught, It was as great a boon 
as the compass later to the mariner, Men 
had been long at sea aa to the true way, The 
standards of the philosophers and moraliata 
were many end divergent, None of them 
commanded much respect. Sin was rampant, 
That terrible Indletment of the times by Paul, 
in the first chapter of the Epistle to the Ro- 
mans, puts the situation no more atrongly 
than does thelr own Seneca, the worthleat 
representative of the Stoles, “All things,” 
writes,Seneca, “are full of crime and vieo, 
Daily grows the appetite for sin; daily wanea 
the sense of shame. . . . Innocence ia not 
merely rare, but It has no existence, From 
all sides, as at a given algnal, men have 
sprung to the task of confounding right and 
wrong.” 

To an age full of vice and without shame, 
when Innocence had no existence, when those 
who stopped to think at all confounded right 
and wrong, came Jesus Christ, knowing right 
and wrong, calling right right and wrong 
wrong, and giving a standard that endures | 
through all time. 

The teat of time is but ifting this standard 
higher in the confidence of men, A few years 
ago one who had studied the religions and 
philosophies of the nations made this observ. 
ance, “Whatever, elve is true, of thia T am 
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sure, Jesus Christ knew how to live." We 
are sure of this, and Christ has become the 
objective conscience for mankind, The sub- 
jective conscience is one thing in one man, 
another in another, and varies yesterday, and 
today, and tomorrow. The young man Saul 
lived as an intolerant persecutor, hating men 
and women and casting them into prison, and 
yet, “in all good conscience,” for he verily 
thought within himself that he “ought to do 
many things contrary to the name of Jesus." 
But when he came to know. Jesus, he became 
for Paul an objective conscience, the same 
and trustworthy, yesterday, and today, and 
forever. 


One of the severest tests to which the 
standard of Christ has been put in recent 
times is its contest with the materialistic 
ethics of modern commercialism, A new ethics 
has appeared, founded upon a catch-word of 
physical science, “the survival of the fittest,” 
and it has vied with the ethies of Christ for a 
following among men. Men have said, the 
survival of the fittest is the way of nature, 
and then have defended oppression and cru- 
elty. The great nations have exploited weak 
ones, the large corporation has driven its 
small competitors into bankruptcy and they 
have called it all a part of the process of life. 
Wrongs of competition have been justified by 
faith—in the doctrine of the survival of the 
fittest. Upon this doctrine there has been 
constructed a new ethics whose chief tenets 
have been “trade is trade” and “nothing suc- 
ceeds like success” and it has opposed the 
Standard taught by Christ as impracticable 
in this life. We may doubt if the thelogical 
warfare between science and religion has 
been half so serious in the issue at stake as 
this between the ethics of physical science 
and the ethics of Christ. 


Prof. Leighton in his recent book, “Jesus 
Christ and the Civilization of Today,” has asked 
us to note how empty of all moral significance 
the word “fittest” is in this place of evolution. 
“Fittest means nothing more than the fact 
that certain species have actually survived.” 
Fitness to survive is not necessarily good- 
ness. Witness the daily fights of the jungle. 
Fitness to win in the jungle is one thing, and 
fitness to enter the kingdom of God is another 
thing, and the fitness of natural selection is 
not the fitness of spiritual selection. 


But the convincing argument against the 
materialistic ethics of our day is not syllogis- 
tic; it is the testimony that cannot be gain- 
said, of devoted Christian lives putting first 
the Kingdom of God and his righteousness. 
Wherever some disciples keep faith with the 
Christ standard it is a rebuttal of the stand- 
ard of self-interest. This age of missions is 
a potent argument in flesh and blood for the 
reality of the teachings of Christ. This age 
of social service, the spirit of service in pub- 
lic life, the growing appreciation of the rights 
of others and welfare of our fellowmen ail 
testify to the Christ standard. Brethren, we 
know it is the true standard. By word and 
by act let us continue to witness to it. It 
is the eternal and universal standard, endur- 
ing not merely in every age, but in heaven 
and earth, so that whatsoever is bound in 
earth by this standard is bound in 
heaven, and whatsoever is loosed in earth by 
this standard is loosed in heaven, for the 
moral standard of heaven and earth yester- 
day, and today, and forever, is one, Jesus 
Christ, 


unchanging and authoritative 


2. In the second place, Jesus Christ is the 
revelation of 
God, He knew man, the life he ought to live, 
and what God required of him; but also he 
knew God and what God felt toward man. He 
knew the attitude that God required of man 
toward himself; and he knew the attitude of 
God toward man, 


There is something deeper than morality. 
The merely ethical Christ is one of the half 
truths of the day. Ethics and morality are 
words of characterization, not of being. They 
are terms descriptive of quality rather than 
reality. Underlying ethics is metaphysics. 
Behind exalted ethical habits lie personal 
being and reality. The ethical character of 
Christ has its source in the personal being of 
Christ. A religion that is no more than a 
moral scheme is like a house without founda- 
tions or a bridge built in the air without 
pliers. You cannot account for Tennyson's 
“In Memoriam” by saying that seraps of iron 
and chunks of lead fell through the air, the 
iron falling in the-forms of the inter-related 
parts of a printing press and the lead setting 
itself up in the type of the poem. Back of it 
all is the mind and personality of England's 
poet laureate, You cannot account for the 
exalted ethical life of Christ apart from God, 


Jesus came to teach man a great deal more 
than how to live. Christianity is more than 
‘Jesus’ Way.” It is Jesus’ trustworthy rev- 
elation of the eternal Father. Jesus did not 
stop with telling men the way to live. He 
told whence this way came and whither it 
led. He declared the goal of: humanity and 
the home of the soul. In Derbyshire, Nng- 
land, during the construction of the Midland 
railroad, the mouth of a tunnel through a hill 
fell in and the men who were engaged in dig- 
ging were entombed. A shaft was dug from 
the top of the hill and in twenty-three hours 
the men were reached, They were found ly- 
ing, almost dying for want of air, on the floor 
of the tunnel where a candle was flickering 
its last gasps. When the men were revived 
they told a strange story of composure and 
heroism, They had rushed backward at the 
erash and found themselves shut in, There 
was no escape and there seemed no hope of 
rescue in-time, Then one of the navvies said, 
“Well, chaps, we shall never get out of this 
alive so we may as well go on with our bit 
as we may.” ‘They returned, took in hand 
their picks and shovels, and went on with 
their bit until alr failed and they sank un- 
conscious, Tt was a heroic word, that of that 
navvy, but oh, how despairing! There was 
no hope, no word for the future. The word 
of Christ would be noble and heroic had he 
taught no more than how to live and perform 
our bit, faithful to the end. How much bet- 
ter than that other word, “Eat, drink and be 
merry, for tomorrow we die.” But he has 
taught infinitely more than this. He has per- 
formed his bit for us and wrought our salva- 
tion. There was no despair in his word, no 
silence as to the future. He has told us what 
would come next after our bit has been per- 
formed; how he has gone on to prepare a 
place for us; how he will surely come again 
for every one of us to receive us unto him- 
self, that where he is there we may be also. 
In grim despair those navvies labored be- 
cause there was no help and no hope. We 
labor in hope and expectation, aye, in joyous 
hope and sometimes even In eager expecta- 
tion, 


Tf Jesus was not all he said he was and if 
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he did not know what he taught and said he 
knew, we are of all men most miserable and 
deluded... He claimed that he came from God 
and that he went to God: “I came forth from 
the Father and am come into the world; 
again I leave the world and go to the Father.” 
He claimed to know God: “O righteous 
Father, the world hath not known thee, but 
I have known thee.” He claimed himself to 
be the revelation of the Father: ‘He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father.” He 
spoke with all knowledge and all confidence 
as to the future: “Let not your heart be 
troubled; ye believe in God, believe also in 
me, In my Father’s house are many man- 
sions; if it were not so, I' would have told 
you.” Not long ago one of the retigious 
weeklies sent out letters to a list of their 
subscribers inquiring if modern materialistic 
thought had overwhelmed their early faith in 
immortality, and, if not, upon what argument 
it was founded. Of those who replied a ma- 
jority answered that they still held this faith 
and that it was founded, upon the words of 


Christ, “If it were not so I would have told 


you.” Twenty-five times in the Gospel of 
John alone does Christ use the solemn assur- 
ance, “Verily, verily I say unto you,” and we 
risk our faith upon this assurance. There 
are other evidences; there are other re- 
ligions. But the. other religions do not 
possess Jesus Christ, and the other evyi- 
dences rise in the balance against the con- 
vincing weight of his word. Through nine- 
teen centuries men have been trusting him 
to a degree to which no other name has been 
trusted, and the verdict of time is that he is 
trustworthy. 


Is there any verdict like that of time? Time 
is a discriminating judge that renders right- 
eous judgments of yesterday, and today, and 
forever. And no one fact of time is more evi- 
dent than the increasing supremacy of the 
Son of God. He has become the name above 
every name that granaries all our treasures 
and hopes. There was shrewd insight in the 
counsel of Gamaliel, ‘Refrain from these men 
and let them alone: for if this counsel or this 
work be of men, it will come to naught: but 
if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it.’”’ Time 
is already writing her judgment that Chris- 
tianity is of God and cannot be overthrown. 
Some kings are crowned by church and some 
by state. Some have taken the crown into 
their own hands and have placed it upon their 
own heads. They have all reigned for longer or 
shorter periods. But there is a king who is 
being crowned by time, and there is no hand 
like that. For what is time but the out-go- 
ings of the will of God? And what is history 
but the fulfillment of his plan? 


We are accustomed to speak of the resur- 
rection as the witness of God to the claims 
of Christ; and so it was, the crowning wit- 
ness of his life. But even this witness has 
been surpassed by the modern testimony of 
time. Time, the unfolding of God’s eternal 
purpose, hath exalted him and given him a 
name that is above every name. What has 


already taken plaée and is taking place be- 
fore our eyes is the pledge of what will 
shortly come to pass, “That at the name of 
Jesus every knee shall bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under 
the earth; and that every tongue should con- 
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father.” 


Moral Husbandry 


The providence of. God moves in moral 
things somewhat according to the analogy 
of the seasons in natural things. Vegetation 
does not stand still altogether in winter; 
and yet that is not the peculiar growing-, 
season. The spring for sowing the seed; 
the summer for ripening the harvest; the 
autumn for reaping it. It seems as though 
the autumn were the most precious part of 
the year, because then the farmer gathers in 
his products. But sowing and reaping are 
only parts of one thing, and the spring and 
the autumn are own brothers. 


So it is in respect to the work of God. 
There are some periods which seem to be 
seed-sowing—that is, seed-hiding—periods. 
You labor and organize with no apparent and 
immediate result. We are apt to suppose 
that special harvest-seasons, more than oth- 
er parts of the history of the church and of 
God’s moral cause in the world, are peculiar- 
ly periods of God’s visitation; but God visits 
the church when he is sowing the seed, when 
he is ripening the harvest, and when the 
reaping-time comes, These are all blessed, 
connected parts of the one great system of 
divine government in moral things, 


Although winter is not the time for sowing 
seed, every gardener who has a glass-house 
will tell you that there are some seeds to-be 
put in in the winter-time. Although spring 
is the general time for putting in seed, every 
farmer will tell you that he sows some kinds 
of seed in June and July, and other kinds in 
‘September and October. 


It is just so in moral husbandry. And 
what is meant by being “instant in season 
and out of season” is working at the ap- 
pointed times and by the use of methods, ana 
then working whenever you get a chance, 
and, if need be, by methods differing from 
those ordinarily adopted. 


Of the seeds that I sowed last spring on 
the sidehill, where there was a strong wind, 
some did not go into the little furrows that I 
had made, but were blown to other places, 
where they sprang up; and I noticed that 
some of the best plants ure those that were 
chance-sown. 


Some of the best things that men ever do 
are things that they do, as it were, accident- 
ally. The best things that a man says, you 
know, are not the things that he sets out to 
say, but those that he says without thinking, 
The tersest sentences and figures, the most 
condensed apothegms, which men speak, are 
struck out in a moment. A whole lifetime 
is sometimes crowded into a single sentence, 


Now, that which is true of the garden and 
ordinary matters is true in respect to re- 
ligious work. If a man is living in the spirit 
of a Christian life; if he feels the power of 
the eternal world; if he is living after the 
example of his Master—there will be showers 
and floods of thought and feeling and action 
in his history. Some things that are done 
without prescribed form are more profitable 
than things that are done in a formal way. 
Work out of season is oftentimes as much 
blessed of God as things done in season. 


Although a prudent man would scarcely 
undertake to lead a church into a revival in. 
the midst of summer, yet the summer Is a 
time when men who have a heart to work, 
a heart that loves Christ and men, can do 
things that they can never do so well at any 
other time, There are many persons who 
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are comfortless, and need consolation; there 
are many persons who are cast down, and 
need to be lifted up; there are many persons 
who need to be led from a material view of 
life, and to be made to look beyond the 
things of this world, and learn that “a man’s 
life consisteth not in the abundance of the 
things which he possesseth.” And if at or- 
dinary times a man shows himself to have 
a heavenly mind and a true Christian con- 
science, his words and example haye a power 
which they would not have in a time of 
_ great religious feeling. ; 


We are surprised much more to find a 
blossom where we do not expect it, than to 
find one in a flower-bed. And to find the 
fragrance of Christian conversation in un 
expected circumstances makes it.more sig- 
nificant than to find it in the church on’ Sun- 
day, pncre you look for it. 


At all times those who love the cause of 
God will find enough to do. If the love of 
many has waxed cold, and if the cause of 
God in its church organizations seems to 
droop, then there is afforded just that which 
every true, untiring, faithful Christian 
heart ought to ask and desire,—a chance to 
work “out of season.” The great trouble 
with men is not a lack of opportunity, it is 
the need of a disposition to improve the op- 
portunities they have. Our trouble is not to 
know what to do, it is to have a heart to do 
what we know. 


For Christ and the Home 


THE FAMILY ALTAR LEAGUE. 
RAY T. CLIFF, 

In recent years, there has come to every 
earnest, thinking Christian the sad conscious- 
ness that one of the greatest institutions of 
the Christian Church has been allowed to 
pass away ino neglect and disuse. This is 
the Family Altar. It is a deplorable fact that 
there is a vastly smaller number of family 
altars today than a generation ago, and 
many have fervently longed for a renewal of 
the good old custom. No one can even esti- 
mate the influence of that habit of daily 
prayers in the family on the lives and faith 
of the generation now at the head of affairs 
in the nation and the church, who were 
reared at a time when the family worship 
was universally honored and _ observed. 
Where the family altar is, the Word of God 
is an open book, and every day some of its 
treasure is poured out to enrich the lives of 
the members of the home. This cannot but 
have its effect for good, and we must won- 
der what will be the result if the new gen- 
eration arises from homes where the Scrip- 
ture is a closed book, and where no united 
prayer ascends to invoke the blessing of 
God upon the household. 


This condition of affairs might well be and 
is one of the most disturbing problems of the 
church today, and any reasonable plan for 
building up the family altar will, without 
any doubt, receive the hearty commendation 
and support of the progressive Christian sen- 
timent of the entire country. The realization 
of the need of Christ in the home is gradu- 
ally forcing its way into the hearts of Chris- 
tians everywhere, and the time seems ripe 
for a movement with this as its great pur- 

.pose. For this reason, it will gladden the 
hearts of many to know of the “Family Al- 
tar League,” just now in the process of 
organization. The plan was presented to a 


great gathering of evangelists in August, and 

received their enthusiastic approval and a 

promise of their support. The author of the 

idea is Rev. W. E. Biederwolf, the well- . 
known evangelist, and he, with the active 

co-operation of a few other Christian work- 

ers, is pushing the undertaking to comple- 

tion. Among these is Rev. H. T. Kerr, pas- 

tor of Fullerton Avenue Presbyterian Church 

of Chicago. 


The plan in brief is this: Attractive cards 


‘are distributed by evangelists and pastors, 


bearing the following covenant: 


Believing myself to be largely responsi- 
ble for the eternal salvation and religious 
training of my children and realizing the 
need of God’s grace for my own Christian 
life I Covenant With God to make it the rule 
of my life to gather together, each day so 
far as possible, the members of my family 
and together read some portion of His word 
and pray for His blessing upon my home. 


Husband 
Wife 


This card is signed by the husband and 
wife, and sent to the headquarters of the 
League in Chicago, where it is filed, and in 
its place is sent a beautifully engraved wall- 
ecard, certifying that “this home is enrolled 
in the Family Altar League,’ and bearing the 
words of the covenant. A detachable portion 
of the card is given to the pastor as a re- 
minder that the family is registered in the 
League. Every card is numbered, and an 
exact record kept of every registry. 


To make the League a vital and a per- 
manent thing in the homes of the “covenant- 
ers,’ there will be published in connection’ 
with it a little monthly magazine filled with 
helpful thoughts and suggestions. Dr. Bie-; 
derwolf has associated with him on the edi- 
torial staff some of the most consecrated 
Bible teachers and prominent leaders in the 
devotional life in the country, and “The Fam- 
ily Altar,” as the magazine is called, will be 
@ valuable help to all Christians. It will 
have a department of courses in Bible Study, 
@ course in family devotions, stories of an- 
swers to prayer, a section for requests for 
prayer, and a large department: devoted ta 
the young convert. There will be’a sermon 
every month by some noted divine, and re- 
ports of evangelistic work and of the prog- 
ress of the League. This magazine will be 
furnished at a low price per year, at actual 
cost, The whole undertaking will entail no 
small financial loss, but it is baeked by men, 
whose money is consecrated to the work of 
Christ, and the return in good done will 
mean more to them than any financial gain 
possibly could. 


Surely God will abundantly bless such a 
worthy effort, as this, for if the evangelists 
and pastors will give it the support it rich- 
ly deserves, it will mean great things for 
the Kingdom of Christ, in the quickening of 
the religious life in the home, which will 
tell for years and generations, The coming 
twelvemonth ought to see the establishment 
or the re-establishment of the family altar 
and the united worship of God in thousands 
of our homes, 
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SYMPATHY AND THE DRAMATIC 
TOUCH. 


An audience is not in condition to be swayed 
by a speaker until some degree of feeling has 
been aroused. Smiles or tears are the tokens 
of open hearts and minds. One of the ham- 
pering features of a Sunday morning service 
is that it is not considered good form to pro- 
voke a smile, although there are preachers 
who deliberately disregard such conventional 
notions and wake their Sunday morning con- 
gregations up with an occasional sun burst of 
wit. The line should be drawn, however, at 
coarse humor or buffoonery. There is more 
liberty at night, although while an evening 
audience is more responsive to humor, it is 
not yet allowed to encourage a speaker with 
an outburst of applause. A Sunday afternoon 
audience where a meeting is held in a hall 
feels free to applaud, but the same peopele 
would not applaud in a church. Contrasts 
should always be kept in mind, and there 
should not be an excess of either pathos or hu- 
mor. The editor of this department was once 
deeply interested in watching the method of a 
convention speaker who followed a man who 
had captured the audience with his wit. The 
man who followed took an entirely different 
tack. He began at the bedside of a dying man, 
and by degrees led his hearers off in a new 
direction, aroused their sympathies and got 
the full benefit of the other man’s humor. He 
would have made a flat failure if he had tried 
to be humorous on that occasion, while under 
different circumstances he might have cap- 
tured his listeners by being humorous in place 
of being pathetic. 


This leads to the introduction of an extract 
from the Saturday Evening Post, which touch- 
es upon a fundamental principle in dealing with 
humanity en masse, whether through a news- 
paper or from the pulpit. It is a good point 
to remember. when you want to arouse your 
people so they will give liberally for some 
benevolent object: 

“We have a new national hero. A mine 
caved in on him and fifteen days elapsed be- 
fore he was dug out. So every newspaper 
printed his picture, all available biographical 
facts, and what he said when he entered the 
barber-shop to have two weeks’ growth of 
beard removed. One journal of extraordinary 
enterprise scored a beat by ascertaining and 
reporting what the barber said in reply. But 
the most effective handling must be credited 
to the paper that printed a daily diagram— 
mostly imaginary—showing the imprisoned 
man and the rescuers digging toward him. 

“Tf the cave-in had been a trifle more com- 
plete and the miner had been killed, nobody 
outside the neighborhood would have heard 
of it; or, hearing, nobody would have cared. 
Dead workmen are a very commonplace fact 
with us. It was the dramatic element of sus- 
pense that counted—the man still quick, yet 
momentarily facing death. We would not have 
gone to war with Spain over any number of 
dead women and children. It was those in 
Weyler’s camps, still living but drooping to 
death before our eyes, that made us fight. Not 
long ago there was a street riot over a stray 
¢at that some masons had carelessly walled in. 


The cat was rescued—to be kicked within an 
hour, no doubt. 

“The modern world is chock full of sympa- 
thy in solution: but a dramatic touch is neces- 
sary to precipitate it. Statistics of the need- 
lessly killed and maimed in railroad operation 
are received coolly. A: single fatality will heat 
and swell the heart of any community close 
enough humanly to realize it. Certain periodi- 
cals have wrought upon politics with tremend- 
ous effect because they have dramatized the 
wrongs, and so made them understandable to 
sympathy. When the national sympathy is 
once surely touched we do not think anything 
will long stand before it. We like to see it 
warming up on such subjects as child labor.” 


THE LORD HATH GIVEN 
Bix. 16acks: 


One of the most interesting of Dr. John G. 
Paton’s early experiences is a story of the 
well he dug, and the effect on the natives. 
These heathen were on a small island where 
no fresh water was accessible. All they had 
to depend upon for supporting life was rain; 
so when the “rain-god” delayed his answers 
to their prayers, there was much suffering. 
After examining the ground carefully, Dr. Pa- 
ton believed a well might be sunk that would 
yield fresh water. With much prayerful 
thought, and many misgivings lest the water, 
if he found any, should prove to be salt, Dr. 
Paton chose a spot, and began to dig. The 
savages supposed he was crazy. His unheard- 
of way of searching for water aroused their 
superstitious fears. All he could persuade or 
hire native hands to do was to pull a windlass 
rope and draw up the loosened earth as he 
sank the well deeper-and deeper. He dug the 
earth with his own hands. After going down 
thirty feet he struck a spring. Hesitatingly he 
tasted it. It was pure, fresh water. The ef- 
fect was magical. The man who had been 
disbelieved and jeered at was now a “prophet.” 
He had said he would go down into the ground 
to find rain’; and now the people believed 
that all he told them about Jehovah and Jesus 
Christ was true. Then follows a wonderful 
story of success; ‘of the destruction of idols, 
the building of a church, the establishment of 
schools, the framing of a code of enlightened 
laws, the transformation of a tribe of canni- 
bals into a well-ordered community. 


WORTHY OF THE CREATOR. 


“That ye might walk worthy of the Lord 
unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good 
work, and increasing in the knowledge of 
God.” Colossians 1: 10. 

It is an overwhelming thought to remember 
that we are the workmanship of God, but it is 
also a solemn thought. Are we marring his 
work? Is the sacrifice of Christ to mean noth-_ 
ing, SO lar as you are concerned? 

“If you were a statue of Phidias, you would 
remember both yourself and the artist, and you 
would endeavor to be in no way unworthy of 
him who formed you, nor of yourself; and are 
you now: careless how you appear, when you 
are the workmanship of God himself?”—Epic- 
tetus. 
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Miscellaneous 


DINNER AND CHRISTIAN WORK. 

Experts in raising large amounts for church 
enterprises know and utilize the power of a 
supper or a light banquet in opening hearts 
and pocketbooks. In this connection an ex- 
change notes the success of Dr. S. M. Dick, 
pastor of Wesley M. E. Church, in raising 
$7,000 for the purchase of property adjacent 
to the church. A dinner was arranged for 
the men of the church. After the dinner artd 
some informal discussion a unanimous vote 
was taken to buy the property. Leaders of the 
Y. M. C. A. rarely undertake anything big 
without getting a group around a dinner table 
or supper table for the purpose of planning 
the initial steps. A pastor of a suburban 
church in Boston meets the business men of 
his congregation in Boston once a week at a 
“Dutch treat,” which means that the ceadehers 
and the men eat together, each man paying his 
own score. -Another pastor contrives to eat 
a meal with each family of his church once 
during the year. There are a good many 
things to consider in working out the last sug- 
gestion, but it is possible in some communi- 
ties. The pastor of a large institutional church 
meets his Sunday School teachers once a week 
at tea, during which the lesson for the follow- 
ing Sunday is outlined, the preacher himself 
indicating the points to be pressed, and sug- 
gesting helps that may be consulted. 


ADORNING THE CHURCH. 

Pastors who are supervising the building of 
new churches or who have a problem of re- 
decorating on hand may be helped by a few 
extracts from an article on “The Adornment 
of the Church,” by Maurice B. Biscoe, in the 
Outlook. He says: 

“Every one has seen examples of that type 
of church, unfortunately too common, with 
plastered walls enriched with stencils, bands, 
borders, and all-over patterns; floors carpeted, 
and ceilings treated like the walls, but divided 
by sham vaulting ribs or trusses cased up of 
thin boards for decorative purposes only. A 
common plaster wall is not objectionable, but 
for a church it is only a substitute for the 
more substantial and enduring brick or stone; 
and its ephemeral quality, making it unfit for 
fine decoration, is only exaggerated by such 
cheap ornaments. The carpeted floor, for rea- 
sons both sanitary and artistic, should be aban- 
doned. It inevitably conveys the idea of a 
parlor, and causes the building to look domes- 
tic and homelike, instead of solemn and 
church-like. Better than this is a floor of 
hard wood, and much better still one of stone, 
brick, or tile, which is susceptible of excel- 
lent decorative treatment, and whose perma- 
nent character is in keeping with that of the 
building. 

“Glass working is a decorative art, and as 
such its object is to ornament rather than to 
illustrate. Pictoral quality, which is always 
obtained at the expense of true decoration, is 
thus a fault, not a virtue. It is a primary es- 
sential that church windows shall not be real- 
istic pictures, but formal designs harmonizing 
with the architecture, wherein figures are in- 


troduced in accordance with the principles gov- 
erning such designs. Illusion, a necessary qual- 
ity in an easel picture, has no place here. I 
recall a window, in a church otherwise ex- 
cellent, which includes the figure of an angel 
reflected in a pool of water. The blue water, 
the summer sky, the reflection of the figure, 
somewhat blurred by the shimmer of the water, 


“My dear, you must not fidget so with your 
handkerchief when you’re in the pulpit,” said 
the minister’s wife as she walked home by his 
side after the morning service. 

“Fidget!” exclaimed the gentleman. “Why, 
I seldom use my handkerchief. What do you 


mean?” ‘ é 
“T don’t mean using it,” replied the wife, 
laughing. “T hope you will do that whenever 


it is necessary; but I mean pulling it out of 
one pocket and stuffing it into another, only 
to take it out and thrust it under the hymn- 
book. It’s a nervous habit, and it’s perfectly 
distracting to watch you.” 

The clergyman looked kindly incredulous 
as he said: 

“T think you must be mistaken, my dear. I 
might have changed it about a good deal this 
morning; I believe I did; but I’m certain 
that it isn’t a habit. To prove it, I’ll leave my 
handkerchief with you this evening.” It was 
agreed. 

At the close of the invocation the minister’s 
hand was seen withdrawing itself stealthily 
from his coat-tail pocket, and after he had 
said, “Let us continue our worship by singing 
three stanzas’—there was a long pause while 
he fumbled in the other coat-tail before he 
added—“of the three hundred and forty-third 
hymn.” 

By keeping his mind on his hands instead 
of the hymn, he managed to get through the 
singing with only one slip; but there were 
several awkward pauses during the responsive 
reading, when the minister’s wife watched his 
hands roam from breast pocket to pulpit cush- 
ion and back to his coat-tail again. 

During the anthem the minister seemed less 
absent-minded, but his wife was uneasy when 
it came time for the prayer and discreetly 
covered her eyes. Then he grew more and 
more distracted, and kept the audience wait- 
ing with hymn-books in hand while he made 
another search for the missing bit of linen be- 
fore giving out the number of the hymn. 

Finally it was time for the sermon, “I in- 
vite your attention this evening,” he began 
and then stopped. This time his hand was in 
his breast-pocket. “You will find my text,” 
he began again, “in the eighth chapter of Ro- 
mans.” 

The little lady in the pew had gained her 
point, but really it was ceasing to be a joke. 
He could never get through his sermon at this 
rate. Hastily she’ beckoned to an usher and 
sent him into the pulpit with the minister’s 
handkerchief. He clutched it with ill-con- 
cealed relief, and shot a guilty glance at his 
smiling wife, Then he drew a long breath, 
and, as one set free, went on with his admir- 
able sermon,— Selected. 
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The Preacher’s Salary 


PROFESSOR GEORGE ALBERT COE, PH. D., NORTH- 
WESTERN UNIVERSITY, EVANSTON, ILL, 


I have only one suggestion to make: Let the 
minister make sure that he can really earn a 
larger salary. I do not mean to intimate that 
ministers are indolent, or that they do not ex- 
‘ pend a sufficient amount of energy upon their 
work. But it is not clear that the average min- 
ister of today is in any sense an expert at his 
occupation. Current theological training does 
not in most cases prepare one for pastoral 
work as law schools prepare their students to 
try cases and give legal advice, or as medical 
schools prepare men to diagnose disease, or as 
engineering schools fit men to plan and super- 
vise construction work. Young mien go into 
the ministry without ever having studied re- 
ligion! They become pastors of the young 
without knowing what constitutes a good Sun- 
day school. They undertake to lead the con- 
science of the community when their own con- 
sciences are ignorant of the social issues of 
the time. It is a common remark that current 
preaching is, on the whole, below the intel- 
lectual level of the more intelligent members 
of the congregations. Let this not be under- 
stood as a sweeping accusation against the 
ministry of today, but only as a suggestion 
concerning a direction in which improvement 
is in many, many cases possible. The practical 
consequence of these conditions should be 
more of the right kind of study on the part of 
some ministers, and a demand from all minis- 
ters that ministerial education should be re- 
formed. 


REV, CLELAND B, MCAFEE, D. D., LAFAYETTE AVE. 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, BROOKLYN, N. Y, 


There is nothing more important than an 
absolutely frank relation between a pastor and 
the financial boards of his church. If a pastor 
has found that he cannot support himself in the 
proper manner on the salary that is provided, 
his duty plainly would be to take up the mat- 
ter in the frankest possible fashion with the 
trustees or other officers of his church. There 
will probably never be an average ministerial 
salary which will relieve a minister from self- 
denial. As the salary increases demands in- 
crease. When a man is sure that he is doing 
his very best for the life and advancement of 
the church, as certainly most men are doing, 
then he has right to make the situation plain 
to the responsible men. They will generally 
understand it, and will be better at devising 
means for increasing his salary than the pastor 
himself can be. I very gravely doubt the wis- 
dom of any efforts to increase the salary “ 
the side,” by either side lines of business or 
by fees received for other services. 


EDWIN H. HUGHES, I. D, 


The minister should do nothing directly to 
increase his own salary. He himself should 
seck to be so big and to do such big work 
that his people would see the incongruity and 


practice also. 


wrong of paying him so littl. A growing 
church, headed by a growing man and infused 
with a growing grace, is quite certain to have 
a growing salary. The rules of reflex do not 
work absolutely in the fine and high realms, 
and yet I have seen evidence that the Saviour’s 
words, “With what measure ye mete it shall 
be measured to you again,” are not wholly 
without a bearing on the question of minister- 
ial salaries. And I suggest that the hint here- 
in contained proposes a method of increase 
quite complimentary to the preacher who em- 
ploys the method. 


Value of the Bible 
I. Notice What Man is Without the Bible. 


1. A creature of God ‘ignorant of ‘his 
Creator. 
2. A pilgrim to another world; ignorant 


of that world and also the way thither. 
8. .A wanderer in an unknown path. 
4. He is exposed to danger and death. 


The land is a land of deserts and pits, like 
the shadows of death in midnight darkness. 
Here the world spreads a net for his feet, 
there the lion of hell is ready to spring upon 
him; yonder a precipice where he may be 
dashed to pieces, and close by are many pits 
of corruption. 


5. Men cannot find the way to glory with- 
out divine light. Reason, conscience, educa- 
tion, philosophy, traditions, are all insufficient. 

II. What the Bible is to Man. A lamp and 
a light. 

1. It reveals God in all his moral perfec- 
tions. 

2. It reveals to man the eternal future. 

3. It reveals to man his own sinfulness and 
depravity, 

4. It reveals the way of salvation through 
faith in Jesus Christ. 

5. It guides man through this wilderness 
state. 

6. It cheers him under all the difficulties he 
meets with, gives him joy in sorrow, support 
in trial, strength in weakness, and life in 
death. 

Ill. What Man Should Do With the Bible. 

1. Read it. Read the whole of it. How 
many thousands have the Bible, who do not 
know all its contents? Read devotionally, 
prayerfully, and with self-application. 

2. Study it. Study the book, throw all the 
powers of your mind into it, seeking the 
teaching of the Holy Spirit. . 

83. Meditate upon it. Turn it over and 
over in your minds, and apply it to your own 
feelings and experience. 

4. Practice it. It is the rule of faith and 
We must carry its precepts 
into our conduct every day and into all our 
engagements. Then it will be our guide 
through life, through the valley of the shadow 
of death, and conduct us to glory everlasting. 
—Author Unknown. 
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CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP. 


Tt is a legitimate part of the work of a pas- 
tor and Sunday-school teacher to turn ‘the 
thoughts of the people to their responsibilities 
as citizens, voters, lawmakers and law en- 
forcers. ‘The old heresy of the exclusive char- 
acter of religion still lives, however, and in 


touching such vital subjects as religion in busi- . 


ness and politics, great care must be exer- 
cised or the preacher or teacher will find him- 
self shorn of influence by the charge that he is 
“bringing in outside matters.” One of the 
great needs in current church work is for a 
plan or a system by which the individualistic 
and social ideals of Christianity may be im- 
planted in the minds of children and young 
people. An awakening on this subject is in 
progress, and ere long the church will have 
clear light as to its duty in the matter of 
preaching and teaching social salvation 
through Christian citizenship, as well as 
preaching and teaching individual salvation by 
confessing and forsaking individual sins. 
Those who have the social outlook and always 
“see life steadily and as a whole” should not 
become impatient with those who are still lin- 
gering in the deep shadows of individualism, 
and a “sky heaven” with no interest or concern 
whatever in the destruction of the gigantic 
forces of evil now entrenched in society, and 
which will never be destroyed until the moral 
forces unite and demand their destruction. 
One first step, and it is a great one, is to get 
the people who call themselves Christians to 
thinking on the social aspects of Christianity. 
There can be no conviction without thought, 
and no thought without information and in- 
struction. The preacher and the Bible class 
teacher have a work here that cannot be per- 
formed by any other agency. 

In an effort to make good citizens a Cana- 
dian Bible class of seventy-five young men 
worked out two good plans which would work 
well in almost any community of the United 
States. On the evening of the annual banquet 
the time was devoted to a symposium in which 
nearly every one took part. “Canada’s ele- 
ments of strength and weakness” was the sub- 
ject discussed. Each man stood up in rotation 
and expressed his views, and in a number of 
instances the replies were a revelation to the 
other members of the class. The advantage of 
this plan is that it lifts the entire subject en- 
tirely above the plane of partisan politics, and 
compels thought along the line of the higher 
principles of good government. It is a fine 
study to sit down and think out dispassionately 
the elements of strength or weakness in our 
national life. The other plan was in the form 
of a questionnaire, type-written and mailed to 
each member, the question asked being: “How 
best ‘can J, as a young Canadian, serve my 
country?” Many replies were received, some 
being from men who had never given the sub- 
ject any thought. A selection from the replies 
was printed in the newspapers. Other means 
of promoting good citizenship are debates on 
political and national subjects and by studies 
along historical lines, especially “comparative 
history,”—tracing contrasts and differences be- 
tween two great nations. A great deal of val- 
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an 


uable thought can be produced by running the 
comparison between the United States and 
Rome for instance, 


GOD VERSUS APPETITE. 


Vance Thompson, a journalist of great abil- 
ity, gives in Hverybody's Magazine the follow- 
ing description of Cardinal Merry del Val, 
Secretary of State to the Pope. His prophecy 
of a conflict for the preservation of religion 
is interesting, as showing the. opinion of the 
Catholic church. Her representatives are ca- 
pable of judging religious conditions. 


“Yo Cardinal Merry del Val is committed 
the conduct of the battle now being waged in 
Furope for God and the Ideal. Of all the men 
in high place he is the youngest. He was born 
in London, of distinguished Spanish-Irish par- 
entage, in 1865. Before he was thirty-nine 
years of age he was a cardinal; a year later he 
was made Cardinal Secretary of State. In his 
hands was placed the greatest administrative 
trust that any man holds upon earth. 


“But even in the masculine and adult nations 
humanity today is ill at ease. In America, in 
every degree of latitude, scores of little reli- 
gions are springing up and dying; ghostly visi- 
tants haunt the darkened rooms where tables 
rap and turn; one and all, these are mere in- 
dications of the battle that must be waged the 
world over—on the one side the Voices and 
the Appetites,'on the other God and the Ideal. 
And 250,000,000 are marching out with the 
Christian Knight with whom you and I have 
had word. Surely then he is a man‘to study 
and, if possible, to know. His last word was: 
‘No, the Pope could not accept the associations 
cultuelles without failing in his duties as Su- 
preme Chief of the church and denying the 
fundamental principles of the church itself.” 


Jesus was able to impart two weighty quali- 
ties to his utterances and his instruction, viz, 
popular intelligibility and impressive pregnancy. 
The importance lies in the union of these two 
qualities. A mode of teaching which aims at 
popular intelligibility is exposed to the risk of 
degenerating into platitude and triviality; and 
one which aims at pregnant brevity easily be- 
comes stilted and obscure. But Jesus perfectly 
combined the two qualities. 

Tt was a popular intelligibility that was aimed 
at by Jesus. Exposition of a scientific kind 
was never intended by him. Even in the case 
of conceptions which were of fundamental im- 
portance for his teaching, and which differed 
materially from those formed from the tradi- 
tional Jewish point of view, such, for example, 
as the conception of the kingdom of God, he 
gives no express explanation, far less a for- 
mal definition. On the other hand, he pos- 
sessed a masterly skill of concise portrayal of 
the subject in hand, and of bringing it home 
to those of humble, uncultured intelligence. 
The means he specially employed for this pur- 
pose were either concrete individualization by 
example or comparison. 


General rules and statements which he 
sought to impress on his hearers, he usually 
makes clear at a glance by special examples. 
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1. Some- bod - y came and lift - ed me Out of my 
2. Some- bod - y __ bent so ten- der - ly Plead-ing so 
3. Some- bod - y _—whis- pered sweet and low Tell- ing me 
4. Some- bod - y holds) my hand each day Guid-ing my 
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sin. andmis-er - y, Some-bod-y came, oh, whocould it 
long and pa-tient-ly, Some-bod-y came, oh, who could it 
just the way to go, Some-bod-y spoke, I list- ened and 
feet lest should stray, Walk-ing with Him how bless-ed the 


Who could it be but Je - 
Who could it be but Je - 

Who could it be but Je - sus? 
Who ean i - ; 
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sus, Whocouldit be but Je - sus? 
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SHINE 


A reporter one day was impressed by a 
sign in front of a bootblack’s stand,- which 
read: “Shine Inside,” and was inspired to 
write the following bit of verse: 

“When the clouds seem all around you, 

When there’s nothing to relieve 
The darkness of your. prospects, 
And no light you can perceive, 
Just keep smiling, smiling, smiling, 
No matter what betide, 
And don’t forget to keep it up 
And 


INSIDE, 


Shine inside.” 


THOUGHTS FROM MANY MINDS. 


God never pauperizes us with His gifts, They 
come undeveloped. We must first find, then develop 
them.—The American Friend. 


You cannot make people understand your language 
until you have first learned to speak to them in their 
own,—The Maritime Baptist. 

That which is easily won is easily lost. The man 
who makes a short cut to riches usually follows it 
with a short cut to poverty. Mushrooms grow faster 
than oaks, but are not as good life insurance risks. 
It takes courage and determination to win the real 
prizes that lie only on the other side of the difficulty; 
and it takes difficulty to breed courage and determin- 
ation,—Great Thoughts. 

Ability never amounts to much until it acquires 
two more letters—STability.—East and West. 

I know nothing that has exercised a more perni- 
cious ‘nfluence on religion than that unhappy divorce 
which has been effected between religious duty and 
the every-day duties of life-—John Cunningham. 


The lost penny becomes green and dull through 
contact with the earth, but brighter by contact with 
other coins. A buried talent adds nothing to the 
world’s value, nor to its own. But a talent wisely 
used brightens itself and becomes useful to others.— 
United Presbyterian. 

“Art is long but life is brief.” Happy is he who 
has learned to take eternity into his reckoning, for 
he may look forward to a perfection unattainable 
here.—J. E, Crawshaw. 

Thomas Carlyle, not long before his death, was in 
conversation with the late Dr. John Browm, and ex- 
pressed himself to the following effect: “I am now 
an old man, and done with the wonbdd. Looking 
around me, before and behind, and weighing all as 
wisely as I can, it seems to me there is nothing solid 
to rest on but the faith which I learned in my old 
home and from mother’s lips.” 


“UNUSUAL. 


A colored man wanted to join a church down 
South, but his character was such that the preacher 
discouraged him. But he was persistent and kept 
coming from time to time. Finally the preacher put 
him off by agreeing that when Mose had a revelation 
from Heaven he would be accepted as a church 
member. Not long after that Mose appeared with a 
beaming countenance: 

“J done got dat rebelation from heaven, parson. 
Yes sah, Had a dream last night and de good Lord 
appeared and axed what was a troblin’ of me. I 
dun tole him how I had wanted to join your church 
for goin’ on two years now. He said to me, ‘Don’t 
you worry, Mose, I have been tryin’ to get into 
that church myself foh ober fifty years,’ ” 


PER EASItyY “EARNED AS 
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THE FORTUNE COLONY 


J. Wilbur Chapman, known to all and that in ten years a fortune of 
readers of The Expositor, has taken $1,000 will be absolutely and certainly 


three memberships in the Fortune Col- — yours, you can appreciate the anhounce- 
ony; one for himself, one for his son ment on the next page. Get the par- 
and one for his sister’s son, ticulars. They will stand the seru- 


When it is known that it costs only tiny of the most conservative financial 
$6.31 per month to join this colony, or business man among your friends 
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The 
Portune Colony 


Sts Spinbol 
and WMWurpose 


HE, Puritans were a sturdy, thrifty folk. 
They “got*on” in the world. 
It was a part of their religion to “do well.” 
They were not fooled into the folly of shiftlessness. 
Few of them were rich, but most of them were well-to-do. 
They worked with their hands, paid their debts and 
looked their neighbors in the eye. 
Fine types of men and women they were | 
So much for the Puritans. Now about yourself. 
Are you “doing well?” Are you “getting on?” 


Are you planning to be “ well-to-do?” 

These are personal questions, | know, but I ask them 
in the spirit of good-will and helpfulness, and you need not 
answer them anyway — except to yourself. 


The Fortune Colony of the City of New York is 
busy with the worthy task of encouraging thrift and real 


success among men and women everywhere. It~offers to 
its members a well-defined plan by which they may save 
some of the money they earn and get more to put with it. 


Upon the stationery and printed matter sent out by . 


The Fortune Colony are reproduced the idealized portraits 
of John Alden and Priscilla, who got married and went to 
house-keeping ia Plymouth in the spring of 1621. These 
historical faces, typical of the best in American life, form 
the symbol of our organization and we are proud of it and 
want to have it known in every home. 

I would like to have a letter or post-card from every 
man, woman and young person in the country who aspires 
to be financially successful in a worthy way, asking for our 
booklet entitled “How to Build a Fortune in Ten Years.” 
It will be sent free, and then, we//-— you will know just 
how to become a member of The Fortune Colony and 
how much your membership will mean to you. 

May I have the letter > 


The Fortune Colony 
of the City of New York 


Richard Gightman, President 
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EMBERSHIP in The For- 

tune Colony is divided into 

three Classes — Class A, 

Class B and Class C. These Classes 

are sub-divided into Sections, each 
with a limited membership, 

Class A (Section One) consists 
of Members who elect :o build for 
themselves, through The Fortune 
Colony, little fortunes of $1,000 
each. Section One, Class A, is 
strictly limited to 600 Memberships. 

Class B (Section One) consists 
of Members who decide on $2,- 
000 as the amount they wish to 
acquire, ane is limited to 300 
Memberships. 

Class C (Section One) consists 
of Members who wish to build 
fortunes of /arger amounts and is 
limited to 100 Memberships. 

Back of all Memberships, 
guaranteeing them, are the 
interest-bearing Gold Bonds 
ofa great business corpora- 
tion famed throughout the 
world for commercial 
strength and fidelity and 
having ASSETS OF MORE 

THAN TEN MILLIONS OF 

DOLLARS. 

Applications for Membership in 
The Fortune Colony may be mailed 
from any Post Office in the world. 
But first write for booklet ‘How 
to Build a Fortune in Ten 
Years." Men, women and young 
people engaged in all trades and 
callings are eligible for Member- 
ship. Upon the approval of an 
application for Membership the 
Member becomes immediately a 
fortune-builder, and is associated 
in strong financial fellowship with 
thrifty people of intelligence and 
character who have decided not 
to let their money interests go hap- 
hazard, but rather to work them 
out systematically to an ample and 
satisfying result, thus realizing in 
their lives worthy personal success 
and economic justice. 
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very book section has a non-binding. disappearing glass door and fe 


tT GRows with highly finished in Solid Golden Oak. Tops and bases, $1.00 each. 
YOUR LIBRARY 


IT FITS ANY SPACE. | All goods sald direct from factory only 
= | The C, J. LUNDSTROM MFG. CO, Little Falls, N. Y. 
talogue No. 14 r Mfrs. of Sectional! Bookcases and Filing Cabinets. 


of Churches 


auditoriums, and for 
every other place 
where light is neces- 
sary—pulpit, chancel, 
class-room, parlor, 
hall, vestibule, etc. 
Ourillustration shows 
one of a series of new 
reflectors for Tung- 
sten lamps, which are 
peculiarly adapted 
for illuminating 
churches. They are 
the most effi- 
cient and eco- 
nomical lighting 
fixtures ever 
designed. 


e e - ae 
The Lighting «= 
in the right way is of fi Asp : 
prime importance to : 
the advance of 
Christianity in gen- 
eral and to the suc- 
cess of your specific 
Church in particular. 
For over half a 
century we have 
been giving this mat- 
ter expert attention, 
and the successful 
lighting of 


25,000 Churches 


is a sufficient guaran- 
tee of satisfactory 
work. We design Full information on 
and manufacture fix- & receipt of necessary 
tures for the main : a ek data. Write us. 
eo No. 17 


I. P. FRINK, 551 Pearl St. NEW YORK 
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Darkness to Light— 


“A great stimulus to evangelistic 


effort.’ 


One Hundred 
Revival Sermons 


Liberator, The Lord (ame ten eia! 
Life, Abundant —Btalkar 
fo, The P an 


‘Transfiguration of —Punahonaal 
it Think Yo of—Simpson.. 


mate The Chek 
eed ‘ow, 
. wiih, The—MeNeil .... 


18 Powor, The Flood: Tide of — 
:388 Prayer, Tho Lord ’s—Luther , 


Reconciled to God through Chris 
to Bo—Storra son. ces 

11 Repentance and Rentitution— Moody 

498 Repentance, Truo—Kinguley 


we 
rS25 


jitference, No—Moody 396 Bibband of Blue, The—A. Gormoa tor . : 

bering of ror sai ren ewe) hah ae Including Sermons of the Fathers 
vorlieting Wii Cariotians Pea sot thy Ma 6 , 

ater aan Dy “301 tee Criminal Baton & and Reformers from the days 
an Be Oca Conmence—Arooi- 48 inatlony Your emosal~Bpasgson at of the Early Church to the 


nea Th Throe—Torre: 
Aret ‘Thi: A 


263 
late of Life, Christ Points out a Denaping hae Seoking—Macla 


Petaon a wae asesarenees 
manip of His Sufferings, ee vg Sl Th The. Wages of—Hulley” *: 


* Berpent, Litdsy up the Bragon—Spar 
re ae 


oop, Thi 
ny Gariat'e Way of Denlin, 


38%. present-day Evangelists 


800 Bin 


T Sinners, Directions tos Finney a 
ec Sowing end Roaping—Moody . 
870 Spirit, The Onipeant— —Meyor ... 
72 |Strength Commanded, Rete Geuenaian: ah 

438 


COMPILED BY 
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Frepertck M. Barton 
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‘Warning to the Church, A—Poarse .,,.426 

Watohfulnems Enforced Wiclf ...... 

a heme bh ae He Baith anto ‘You, be 
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The aim of this collection is to preserve the ser- 
mons that have been the means of salvation to many, 
many thousands, ‘The reading of them will kindle 
in the heart of the preacher the desire to be used in 
saving other thousands, Here are sermons that have 
3 ae ee . moved men mightily by Savonarola, Bunyan, Luther, 
Wesley, Whitefield, Edwards, Finney, Spurgeon, Deecher, Parker, Torrey, Moody, Brooks, McNeill, 
Chapman, and a host of other successful soul winners. ‘There fs no volume of revival addresses . 
that will stir to action more than. this. 

The greatly reduced fac-simile of the subject index conveys only a meager impression of its 
value—but hidden in it are classics, like Christlieb’s ‘“‘Let me alone or the great God in the hands 
of man,” and Hugh Macmillan’s evangelistic sermon for children, “Ribband of Blue.” 


“A VERY MINE OF THOUGHT AND TRUTH” 


“It js more difficult to find strong, good revival sermons in print than may be at first imagined. 
This is a very remarkable compilation, being the collection of one hundred sermons preached 
in a great many lands by a great many preachers. It is valuable, suggestive, helpful, delightful 
for religious reading, and a very mine of thought and truth to those who preach. The sermons 
are well indexed for reference, according to author, subejct and text, making it easy for practical 
use.”"—-Herald and Presbyter, 


PUNGENT, POWERFUL AND TO THE POINT 


“We are living in a time when the general Christian pulse is beating strongly for a mighty 
revival of real religion. Nearly all the denominations of Protestant Christianity deeply feel their 
need of such a visitation of God’s power and grace, In this emergency the reading of this book 
would prove very suggestive and helpful. These sermons on revival. themes are very carefully 
chosen from the best efforts of men who have made thetr mark in religious history. We find them 
to be pungent, powerful and to the point. They ought to be read as food for mind and soul, 
and for their helpfulness in the choice of themes, and how to treat them.’’—The Evangelical. 


EXAMINE THE BOOK FREE 


We want every pastor to know One Hundred Revival Sermons ands will send you a copy for 
free examination if you will sign the attached blank. ead three of the one hundred sermons 
and if you don’t feel stirred to tackle a revival in your church, return the book to us. If you 
find that it helps you, as we think you will, send us $2.00 within thirty days. 
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R. Me BARTON. CO;ce ss | tie lakibemes (AP RER tater tennis. » « imiainen 


Caxton Building, Cleveland, O. 
Please send me a copy of One Hundred Revival Sermons. I will return the book within 


ten days or send you $2.00 in payment. 


Biel. oes ys CRM e er eet S Nev re meee dNsresses 


Denomination: case reeeeres 
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COMMENT ON 
1 CORINTHIANS 
ALONE IN THE 
IBIBLICAL 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 
INVOLVES QUO- 
TATIONS FROM 
200 AUTHORS 


we P 8 
100 OF THE 200 
AUTHORS: 


SERMON 
OUTLINES 
Alexander 
Robertson 
Sanderson 
Barrow-Henry 
Lyth-Kemp-Cecil 
Newman-Milman 
Spurgeon-Simeon 
Candlish-Butler 
Watkinson-Fuller 
Whitfield-Thomas 
Aldridge-Gurnall 
Edwards-Lightfoot 
Bonar-Irons- Wythe 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


MacMillan 
Paxton Hood 
Newman Hall 
Rowland Hill 

Vaughan-Binney 

Parker-Chalmers 

Bpareenn- Caries 

incent-Spencer 
McCheyne-Murray 
Dods-Beet-Cooke 

Cheever-Andrews 
J. Freeman Clarke 
Whateley-Latimer 
Beecher-Channing 


GEMS OF THOUGHT 
WITH SCRIPTURAL 
APPLICATION 
Tennyson 
Sophocles 
Pythagoras 
Augustine 
Longfellow 
Shakespeare 
Cooke-Flavel 
Bacon-Baxter 
Usher-Cotton 
Fuller-Tupper 
South-Jobhnson 


Goethe-Richter 
Bunyan-Addison 
Plato-Voltaire 
Irving-Raleigh 
Steele-Cawdray 
Seneca-Tacitus 
Milton-Socrates 
Guthrie-Melvill 
Levy-Diogenes 
Burrell-Talmage 


EXEGESIS OR 
EXPOSITION 
Dods-Lias 
Wordsworth 
Chrysostom 
Meyer-Gedet 
Barnes-Bengel 
‘Matthew Henry 

Tyndale-Wicl! 
Cambridge Bible 
Alford-Stanley 
Expositors Bible 
Biblical Illustrator 


w Sw 
NOT ONE LIBRARY IN 


A100 COULD PRODUCE 
ICH VARIED COMMENT 


THE BIBLICAI 


By James Comper Gray, Geo. M Adams and a staff of assistants, is most hig 


tions appear below, but a higher commendation is er in the fact that over 3250 clergyr 


tunity to examine the work for ten days in their own 


omes. 


This is the only Biblical work or commentary sent free of charge with the privilegs 
This method of marketing The Biblical Encyclopedia shows on the face of it that i 
The most practical and helpful Biblical work published. 


These claims and the following enthusiastic commendation can be partially underst 


when you examine the names and 
value and the other its practical value. 


subjects in the two pillars. 
Compare the numbers of references of a few 


One shows its intril 


the subjects from the index with indexes of works costing two, three and four times 


much as The Biblical Encyclopedia. 


LOOK AT YOUR LIBRARY! 


Would it not be much smaller than it is (there 
books there that would not be there) had you & 


given the opportunity to examine them for ro days in your home before purchasing the 
This is what others have found after a similar examination, 


What the twelve good men and true, whose portraits appear above, found: 
G 


R. S. MacArthur, Pastor Calvary Bap- 
tist Church (2,000 members), New York 
City: “A judicious study of these volumes 
will be EXTREMELY HELPFUL TO 
PREACHERS.” 

C. C. McCabe, Bishop Methodist Epis- 
copal Church: “ can commend them to 
ministers everywhere as most valuable. I 
SHALL USE THEM IN PREPARING 
MY SPEECHES AND SERMONS.” 

J. Wilbur Chapman, Sec. Pres, Gen. As- 
sembly’s Committee on Evangelistic Work: 

“I consider it MOST HELPFUL TO 
THE BIBLE STUDENT.” 

George Darsie, The late, was one of the 
three leading men of the Christion or Dis- 
ciple Church: “If one has it, he will want 
it perpetually at his elbow for reference. 
HE WILL NEVER HANDLE A BIBLE 
PASSAGE WITHOUT SEEING WHAT 
IT HAS TO SAY.” 

J. P. Cowan, Moderator of Gen’l Assem- 
bly of the United Presbyterian Church: 
“In correct analysis and application; in 
suggestive and illustrative, and also in sys- 


tematic and lucid arrangements, THE 
BIBLICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA HAS NO 
EQUAL.” 


J. R. Miller, Editor Presbyterian Board 
Publication. ‘THEY ARE FULL OF IM- 
PORTANT INFORMATION.” 


. M. Mathews, Bishop United Br 
ren Church: “IT IS ‘MULTUM IN Pi 
VO’ and in an admirably concise 
practical manner presents an array of fa 
truths and illustrations unequaled by 
similar work I have seen.’* § 

P. S. Henson, Tremont Temple, Bos: 
Mass.: “I have had the Encyclopedia ¢ 
a little while, but FIND MYSELF CC 
SULTING IT VERY FREQUENT 
AND ALWAYS WITH PROFIT.” ~ 

W. F. Mallalieu, Bishop Methodist E 
copal Church: “So far as I have exami 
it I approve the method, spirit and pf 
ter. It shows a vast amount of PATIE’ 
PAINSTAKING AND COMPETE 
SCHOLARSHIP.” 

William Evans, Associate Director Ma 
Bible Institute: “I know of no other w 
of its kind that is more—if as useful 
HELPFUL TO THE STUDENT 
THE SCRIPTURES.” y 

A. C. Hopkins, Moderator of the © 
Assembly Pres. Church in U. S.: 
books contain much that is very useful 
HELPFUL TO A BUSY MINISTER. 

Russell H. Conwell,~The Baptist T 
ple, Philadelphia: “Especially useful, 
geedingly practical in form, and evider 
EDITED BY ONE WHO KNOWS T 
PRESENT NEEDS OF THE MINIST 
AND THE BIBLICAL STUDENT.” 


WHAT OTHER PROMINENT MEN FOUND: 


W. J. Semelroth, Editor The World 
Evangel: “I GIVE THIS SET OF 
BOOKS THE PLACE OF HONOR IN 
MY STUDY.” 

Marion Lawrence, Gen. Secretary Inter- 
national Sunday School Association: “The 
arrangement is exceedingly helpful and 
suggestive.” 

ishop H. C. Morrison, M. E. Church 
South, New Orleans, La.: “I assure you 
that your work will be a benediction to 
preachers and teachers.” 

R. F. Coyle, Moderator Presbyterian 
General Assembly: “Of great practical val- 
ue. 


used them for some time. 
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| Fred'k D. Power, Pastor Garfield Mer 
ial Church, Washington, D. C.: “I wp 
the Biblical Encyclopedia as one of 
readiest and most efficient helpers, For 
busy pastor who wants things conder 
in the briefest possible space, consis® 
with clearness and completeness, THIS 
THE BEST WORK KNOWN TO M 


A. T. Pierson, Editor “Missionary 
view of the World”: “If you have 
more works as helpful as the Biblical 
cyclopedia I would like to know. I w 
to present two sets to the Moody Bible 
stitute. Let me know the cost.” 


We have over a hundred as enthusiastic commendations from preachers who h. 


NCYCLOPEDIA 


nded by the eminent men whose portraits appear above and whose commenda- 
lenominations purchased The Biblical Encyclopedia only after they had an oppor- 


ys examination before paying any money for the work. 
¢ aboye well-known ministers say, to which thousands of purchasers have agfeed: 


FOUR-FOLD rN J Gl gue 8 COP 5B 
eee SOME TEXT IN MIND—THIS IS WHAT IT WILL DO FOR 
\ : 

It will comment (the combined wisdom of the ages being used) on the difficult 
Is or clauses, 2. It will analyze the text into important heads and subdivisions. 3. 
ill quote some important information on the text from Bible Commentators, or some 
trative incident from history, secular literature, etc. 4. It illuminates it with a mar- 
| reference or quotation. To treat each of the 31,173 texts in the Bible in this four- 
manner requires: 

eee CES AND ANNOTATIONS”—over 30,000 of these illuminating, pithy 

its. : 

“QUOTATIONS FROM BIBLE COMMENTATORS AND SECULAR LITER- 
JRE”—20,000 of these. 

“ANECDOTES AND ILLUSTRATIVE FACTS"”—over 10,0o00o—forming an En- 
»pedia of Illustration. 

“EXPOSITIONS AND ANALYSES’—Taking up the verses word by word and 

outlining the important.texts. All this is arranged according to BOOK, CHAP- 
- and VERSE, and forming a complete study of EVERY SCRIPTURE text. 


XKCEEDINGLY COMPREHENSIVE 


1¢ Corinthian pillar on the left gives | tains a few selections from the 145 pages 
of the 200 authors quoted in the com- | of subject indexes of this work. Compare 
t on that one small book of the Bible. it with indexes of works which have cost 
ot one private library in a hundred, and | you twice or three times as much. 

all public libraries could produce these It may be safely said that there is not in 
rent works on theology shown on the | the English language any other work 
nthian pillar, and these are only a few | which, within a reasonable compass, fur- 
ne works used on a single book of the | nishes so much illustrative material or light 
¢ and that one of the smallest. on the whole Bible as is found in these five 
ne Corinthian pillar on the right con- ‘ volumes. 

he arrangement is the same as that of the BIBLICAL MUSEUM, about 50 per cent 
he permanently valuable portions of which have -been retained. This was highly 
mmended by C. H. Spurgeon. The latest Biblical Literature has been consulted by 
author of the revision to bring it entirely up-to-date, viz: THE EXPOSITOR’S 
LE, HOMILETIC COMMENTARY, CAMBRIDGE BIBLE, PREACHER’S COM- 
NTARY, PEOPLE’S BIBLE, BIBLICAL ILLUSTRATOR, and many other works, 
lying a library accessible to few. 


E 8 Cc R I iP i I O N 


he Biblical Encyclopedia consists of five volumes, 4,500 pages, 7x9 I-2x1 3-4 in., 
‘ht 38 pounds. Clearly printed on a laid paper from new plates, bound in heavy 
n buckram and so sewed that the volumes will lie open on the study table. 

USE AND EXAMINE THEM TEN DAYS BEFORE BUYING 
ake use of your privilege. After considering the most highly commended Biblical 
« now published, you can hardly afford to pass it by without an examination. Sign 
blank below and the five volumes will be sent you express prepaid. 


—_——<— —$ $$ — $$ — 
RDER BLANK—AS PER PROPOSITION YOU MAY SEND ME THE BIBLI- 
, ENCYCLOPEDIA EXPRESS PREPAID. 

AM TO KEEP THE BOOKS TEN DAYS, USING THEM IN MY STUDY. 

AGREE TO EITHER RETURN THE BOOKS EXPRESS PREPAID WITHIN TEN 


YS, OR PAY $2.50 WITHIN 30 DAYS AND $2.00 PER MONTH FOR 7 MONTHS 
EREAFTER, MAKING A TOTAL OF $16.50. 


R I RESERVE RIGHT TO PAY $14.00 WITHIN 30 DAYS INSTEAD OF THE 
NTHLY PAYMENTS. 


M. BARTON, 


isher, 706-712 Caxton Bldg., 
CLEVELAND, 0. 


AGG rORS sess er sisesasscssys 


Denner oaths sinisiess tscescossccccncssiecvepesean 
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THE BIBLICAL 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 
AS A WORK OF 
REFERENCE, 
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IT CONTAINS 
MORE THAN 149 
PAGES OF CARE~ 
FULLY 'PREPAR- 
ED INDEXES, 
3 fe fe 
Following are a 
few selections from 
© the Index, and the 
number of referen- 
ces on each subjects 


Abstinence ...++ 6 
Affliction severe 

Atonement « 
Ambition 


Fear ... 
Forgiveness 
Future . 


Homility 
Idolatry 

Influence .. 
Intercession 


UDGE BY. THE PRICE 


The high prices charged for the majority of office appliances may lead some people 
to doubt the value of the 


DAUS TIP TOP DUPLICATOR 


on account of its low price ($5) but the fact that it is used and endorsed by the 
N.Y. Central Railroad, U. 8. Steel Corporation, Westinghouse 
Electric Co., etc., proves that the work done must be first-class, for with such 


corporations itis nota question of price. 

\ High-class endorsements are strong arguments, but we do not depend upon 
them to sell our Tip Top, preferring to have you try it yourself, before buying, 
by taking gs of our offer of 

N DAYS TRIAL WITHOUT DEPOSIT 
Each BAG contains 16 feet of duplicating surface which may be used 
lover and oyer again. Five different colors can be duplicated at the same time. 
No printer's ink or expensive supplies required. 
100 copies from Pen Writtenand 50 copies from Typewritten Original 


FELIX D. DAUS DUPLICATOR CO. Complete Duplicator, cap size (prints 5 00 
e 


rice, Special Discount 
83x13 in.), §7'50 of 3813 por sent Net Price 


Davs Bldg., If John St; New York Circular of Larger Sizes Upon Request. Dealers wanted 


FOR CLERGYMEN ONLY 


The Ministers Casualty ‘Union pays a cash indemnity in case of disabling acci- 
dents at the rate of $25.00 Per Week, and large sums in event of death, loss of 
limbs or eyes: also pays indemnity in case of sickness (acute diseases). 4 
The cost of this valuable insurance for the year 1908 will be three assessment calls 
of $2.00 each for payment of all Benefit Claims, and $1.00 for expense of man-. 
agement, making a total of only $7.00 per member. 
Over $30,000,000 of insurance in force. 
By far the best record ever made by any Accident and Sick Benefit Company 
in America. 
Endorsed by the leading clergymen everywhere. 
A postal card request will bring full information. 


THE MINISTERS CASUALTY UNION 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


The map of ST PAUL’S TRAVELS _ necessary for the 
OxX 1909 Sunday-school lessons. This, with our maps of WEST- 


ERN ASIA, PALESTINE, EGYPT and SINAI, will 


By Prof. H. S. OSBORN, LL.D. cover all biblical geography. These maps are kept up to the most 
recent discoveries, and are accepted authority among students. 
Specia terms for the maps as a set. OXFORD MAP PUBLISHERS, 708 Caxton Bidg., CLEVELAND, 0 


Rex Famous Complexion Powder 


The king of all beautifying powders. It is absorbent and non-irritating and 
may be used where other powders are impossible. It will enhance the beauty of 
the most perfect complexion and render less apparent thie defeets of the poorest. 
It is endorsed by the leading professional and society people, and we guarantee 
every. package to give perfect satisfaction. To further introduce this wonderful 
powder we make this special offer to YOU. Send us the names and addresses of 
10 ladies and 10c in money or stamps to cover charges and we will send you pre- 
paid a sample package of REX COMPLEXION POWDER, a sample jar of REX 
SCIENTIFIC BEAUTY CREAM and our handsome illustrated BEAUTY BOOK, 
This handsome book is 82 pages and cover, and complete in detail; telling you 
how to preserve your beauty and create new eharms. REX SCIENTIFIC BEAUTY 
CREAM is without a peer. We positively guarantee that it contains nothing that 
will produce or encourage the growth of hair or down on the face. It has more 
body and a better working cream than any other cream manufactured, and will 
not turn rancid. 

By dealing with us you are guaranteed satisfaction; we will promptly return 
purchase price if any of our articles are not perfectly satisfactory to the user. 


ADDRESS 


REX BEAUTY SPECIALISTS Dept. 321 
290 E. 43d St. CHICAGO, ILL. 
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APOLEON'’S name fills more pages in the world's solemn history than that of any other mortal. The advance 

of his Grand Army into Russia is the turning point in his career and marks the beginning of his downfall. The 
picture shown herewith from Ridpath’s history, the original of which was displayed at the World's Fair, Chicago, 
marks but one event out of thousands which are fully described and illustrated in the world-famed publication, 


RIDPATH’S HISTORY OF THE WORLD| 


THE PUBLISHER’S FAILURE PLACED IN OUR HANDS THE UDSOLD EDITION OF THIS MONU- 
MENTAL WORK. BRAND NEW, beautifully bound in Half-Morocco. We offer the remaining sets 


At LESS than even. DAMAGED SETS were ever sold 


We will name our price only in direct letters to those sending us the Coupon 
below. ‘Tear off the Coupon, write name and address plainly, and mail to us 
now before you forget it. Dr. Ridpath’s family derive an income from his 
history, and to print our price brendeast, for the sake of more quickly 
selling these few sets, would cause great injury to future sales. 

THE REVIEW OF REVIEWS in reviewing this great work says: 
The reader feels himself in the hands of a great historian whose 
authorship shows a keen knowledge of men and human nature, 
and a singular breadth of view and sanity of judgment, 
THE REASON for Dr, Ridpath’s enviable position as an 

historian is his wonderfully beautiful 
style, a style no other historian in any generation has ever 
equaled. He tells }he world’s history as none other could 
ever tell it, he makes the heroes of history real living 
men and women, and about them he weaves the rise and 
fall of empires in such a fascinating style that history 
becomes as absorbingly interesting as the greatest of 
novels, but Dr. Ridpath never wavers for one mo- 
ment from the exact facts of history. In twenty 
years his History of the World has never been 
found wanting; no errorshas ever been proven 
against him. Hundreds who read this have 
decided to buy Ridpath some day, now is the 
time, No need for us to tell you about Rid- 
path. The Wnglish-speaking world has 
pronounced this the only history of the 
world worth having. It is today in 
200,000 American homes and.is_ en- 
dorsed by Public Men—Educators 
Business Men—The Clergy and every- 
body who knows history. 


WhyYou Ought to Buy Ridpath Now 


Because every American should know the history of 
our own country as well as all other nations. Ridpath 
covers every nation, every time and every race 

Because Kidpath's History is absolutely accurate 
and thoroughly reliable, Dr. Ridpath spent thespan 
of an ordinary lifetime in writing it, and exercised 
the utmost pains in veryfying every doubtful question 
by reference to all existing authorities 

Because it isthe only general history recognized as 
the atandard of authority and strongly endorsed by 
men like Presidents Harrison and MoKinley, General 
Lew Wallace, Bishop Vincent, all college and uni- 
versity presidents and by 200,000 Americans who own 
and love it 

Because this is your chance to buy it at a nominal 

»srice—much less than ever before-and you may pay 
m small sums monthly if you prefer. 


SEND COUPON TO-DAY 
WESTERN NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION 


pp CHICAGO, ILL! 


‘ 


And 
— WESTERN 
@ NEWSPAPER 
ASSOCIATION 
204 Dearborn 
St., Chicago, III. 
Please mail, without cont 
Pi 4 to me, sample pages of ’ 
a Ridpath’s History con- 
s taining photogravures of 
“” Napoleon, Queen Elizabeth, 
Socrates, Omsar and Shakes- 


oy 


.o peare, map of China and Japan, 
ned diagram of Panama Canal, ete., and 
write me full particalara of your 

wy special offer to The Expositor readers. 
Fe 
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Now Ready | The Latest and Best 


DICTIONARY 


OF THE 


BIBLE 


COMPLETE IN,.ONE VOLUME 


EDITED BY 


James Hastinos, D. D. 


With the co-operation of John A. Selbie, D. D., and with the assistance of John C. Lambert, D. D. 
and of Shailer Mathews, D. D., Professor of Theology and Dean of the 
Divinity School in the University of Chicago 


This is the one book of reference which no student — 
of the Bible can dispense with. It gives an account of — 
all the contents of the Bible. It is not based upon any | 
other dictionary. Every article has been written es- 
pecially for this work. It is a masterpiece of Biblical ~ 
literature and the most valuable contribution in one 
volume to the understanding of the Bible. It contains 
a wealth of information which cannot be had elsewhere - 
except in works covering many volumes. It will be for 
years to come thestandard one-volume Bible Dictionary. ~ 


\4 
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| 
Specimen pages and descriptive circular sent free on request } 


za 
CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SOWNSI 


164.FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORE 


OVER 1000 PAGES—BOUND IN CLOTH Price $5.00 met 


